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Fcstic id TEL sloxivria Hybvids 


Our named variety ‘Trudy’. Available only 
in tubers. Ready in November. $4.00 each. 


BLELL’S GLOXINIA TUBERS GLOXINIA SEEDLING PLANTS 
These sturdy plants in 2%" pots are grown from Buell's finest 
hybrid seed and come to you expertly packed. Shipped in late 


Variegated Pinks— Large Tubers March and April. Plants guaranteed to bloom this summer. 
Mixed Colors Only. 


Shades of Red — Large Tubers 
Deep Purple — Large Tubers... 


y ; : 6 for $4.95 
HYBRID GLOXINIA SEED 12 for 9.35 


Large Flowering Hybrids Sli T Seed 
ipper e Seeds 
200 Seeds . ... $1.00 PP we Cultural Instructions With Each Order 


400 Seeds .. ea wa Catalog on Request 


BUELL’S INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL 
No. 5 No. 6 
2 Hybrid Gloxinia Tubers 2 Hybrid Gloxinia Plants 
2 quarts of Special Gloxinia Soil 2 quarts of Special Gloxinia Soil 
ALL FOR $3.00 ALL FOR $3.00 


ALBERT H. BUELL, Gloxinia Specialist 
32 GARDEN LANE @ EASTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
Add 20c per quart of soil West of Mississippi River 


All Orders Postpaid East of Mississippi River 





AN OFFER THAT ALWAYS SELLS OUT EARLY! ORDER NOW! 
Imagine! Beautiful, Well-Rooted, Guaranteed-to-Grow 


a adonditts $5) 


EACH 
SHIPPED TO YOU AT PROPER SPRING PLANTING TIME 


A rare bargain. The chance of a 
lifetime to get prized Hybrid 
Rhododendron Seedlings at an 
unheard-of LOW PRICE! 


YES! 12 2-YR. HYBRID 


SEEDLINGS 
ALL FOR 9 5 
ONLY 
S PLUS 
50c 
POSTAGE 


(sold in units of 12 only) 
®@ Twice Transplanted! 
@ For Foundation Plantings! 
@ Grow in Full Shade! 
© Year ‘round Evergreen! 
@ Increase Value of Your 


e Worth *5°° to *10°° Each Property! 


These choice hybrid seedlings . 
ORDER NOW WHILE are 4 to 6 inches tall with 6 to bd Aristocrat of Early Summer 
10 leaves each. They have Blooms! 


oa 
in only 3 to 5 YOOMS we stint HAVE THEM | sone. sturdy roots and are citinndin 


sure to grow into bushy, luxu- 
r we had to say, ‘Sorry, no beauty of these noble Rhododendrons. Ean atins olin Crimson to White! 

’ to thousands of customers They provide the richest of home set pink and white ” 
red late. This year our supply tings as they grow into big, bushy luxu- f cD Expert Cultural Directions! 
r—but we can’t guarantee that riance—freshly green the year ‘round, 
there will be enough to go ‘round. So a riot of color when they bloom in 
it's first come, first served and we June, with gorgeous giant flowers run- 
rush your order as quickly ning the g it from deep crimson, 
n if you want to be sure of through delicate shades of pink to 

ours. What's the secret behind dazzling white 











nishine demand for these . ; 
—< X ? vi demand a these Use these plants to fill shady spots 
"SHYBRID ~ in your garden, for picturesque back- 
a grounds and impressive | 


10 ever heard of get- 
! | me ny NDRONS landscaping. BRECK’S BIG 1954 


] 
30 — STURDY, HUSKY PLANTS H 
sitlaie tee These healthy, well-rooted plants come Seed Catalog and Garden Guide 


si met ~ 4 i Spring pore Only BRECK'S Guarantees its Dated 
al cacy to put in the ground. — erases end Vegetables to GROW ond PLEASE YOU! 


They e 4” to 6” tall with 6 to 10 

leaves each. They come to you directly The only illustrated garden guide that offers Free Test Seeds 
yresent-day prices, Mt from the specialist-grower, carefully DATED fresh seeds and top-size bulbs, guaran- 
1 rare ‘‘collector ecimen”’ Y d in moisture-holding and root- teed to GROW and produce PERFECT 
true hybrids. fort rgb move em = Lr ey by a PLANTS, or your money back! Send now for 
A DOUBLY PROFITABLE INVESTMENT °°!) A cong lle sy Sm bn **“How to Have Better Gardens’’"—FREE, while 
What is more, you'll increase the value arrival. Expert cultural directions are they last! fee ee eee ee eee Se eee 


of your property with the eye-filling included 
Breck's, 430Breck Building, i 


rap wat | FIRST COME FIRST SERVED } "2". 


Please send me dozen Hybrid Rhododendron i 
$‘ otal, $6 
“This is just a little 


t $5.95 per dozen (plus 50¢ po 
thank-you note tor & Order Today ... Avoid Disappointment 


the twelve nice rhodo- 
dendrons you sent 
They were beautiful Only ; 
plants in perfect con- a 
dition. I never saw first come, first served. Don't risk disappointment. You may never 
pe try packed as again have the chance to get such fine, well developed Hybrid 
arefu 

—Mrs Alice B., Penna. Rhododendrons at this sensational bargain price. Don't lose a 


See catalog on how to 
obtain advance test pkt. 
for your own garden. 


£ 


these 








Total Amount Enclosed $ 


[1] Check here for free copy of ‘‘How to Have Better Gardens” 


‘My 12 Rhododen- day in getting your reservation to us. Send order at once. No 
drons arrived as fresh ‘ te . . 
and green as if they nits less than 12. Sorry, no C.O.D.’s. Send check or money 
were still growing in order NOW! 
the garden undis- 


turbed! Thought you'd 
know how your SEEDSMEN SINCE 1818 


like to 
continental trip.” ’ 430 Breck Bldg. 
—Mrs. T., Seattle, Wash. Town & Zone 
Boston 10, Mass. Ce ee ee ee es es es es es es es es so os 
43 
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HARRIS 
SEEDS 


Why is Everyone 
Talking About Merion? 


Because: 
it's disease resistant so holds its rich green color and 
thick texture all summer. 
lt is absolutely hardy and permanent. 
it stands close cutting and makes a dense turf 
It resists invasion by weeds and crab grass 
It goes further than other grass seed. 
(A pound will plant 1000 sq. ft.) 


The price is: 
ly ib. $2.55; 1 Ib. $4.55; 
2 Ib. $8.80 postpaid 


Complete instructions for making a lawn with 
Merion Blue are sent with each order.) 


Send for Our Free Catalog 


In it you'll find the newest and best vegetables, 
flowers and grass seed that will make yours a 
better n 


JOSEPH HARRIS CO., INC. 


55 Moreton Farm Rochester 11, N. Y. 


1954 CATALOG now ready 














GLADIOLUS 


Gladiolus is America’s most popular 
flower having passed the rose two 
years ago. And no wonder as it has so 
many good points. Glads have a 
greater color range than any other 
flower, as well as many beautiful 
forms. They range in size from the 
miniatures, not much more than an 
inch across, to the giants over 8 
inches in diameter. 

They are easy to grow and will give 
you more garden pleasure than any- 
thing else I know of. I don't know any 
more fun than going out to the garden 
in the morning and seeing the new 
beauties that opened up during the 
night. Many are as beautiful as or- 
chids. There are varieties suited for 
every possible purpose. 

Our collection of glads is at least 
equal to any in the world—100 acres 
—several hundred varieties. We de- 
scribe about 400 varieties in our 
catalog. 

By the way, we think our catalog is 
the most helpful and best one pub- 
lished—80 pages—many pictures. 
We will send you one for 10 cents, 
coin or stamps. 


Let's make this a Glad year 
ELMER GOVE 
Champlain View Gardens 
BoxH, BURLINGTON, VERMONT 














Fulex Parathion Smoke 

The modern way to fumigate effectively. 
Simply space cans in greerihouse walk, 
light a sparkler for each can, and insert 
sparkler into contents. Proper use of the 
Fulex cans does not subject the operator 
to contact with the Parathion in any 
way. Especially effective on orchids, 
African violets, and other greenhouse 
ornamentals. Cans available in five sizes 
to be used according to size of green- 
house. Send for price list and complete 
information to the Fuller System, Inc., 
Dept. H-2, Woburn, Mass. 


Professional Pruners 


The finest steel, scientifically edged to cut 
easier and stay sharp longer is used in all Porter 
Pruners. They are designed for perfect balance 
to fit the hand comfortably. In use they are 
non-tiring and easy to handle. A special thumb 
lock prevents painful pinches and an exclusive 
plastic-covered handle is comfort in itself. Porter 
Pruners cut clean and close with no stripping of 
bark — the cuts heal quickly. The complete 
Porter line of Pruners offers types for all kinds of 
pruning jobs. Reasonably priced, they are a 
necessity among the tools of all home gardeners. 
Write today for free catalog of these modern 
pruners to H. K. Porter, Inc., Dept. H-2, 


Somerville 43, Mass. 





Handy House Plant Kit 


Indoor gardening with the House 
Plant Kit will make Spring come 
much quicker. Packages of 1!4 Ib. 
general potting soil, 1!4 lb. African 
violet soil, 1 Ib. leaf humus, scoop, 
spade-rake tool, bottle cap sprinkler, 
6 stakes and 12 wire tapes for tying 
back plants — all in plastic-lined 
watertight box for planting. Only 
$3.50 ppd. from the Sweetham 
Meadows Nurseries, Dept. H-2, 
Wayland, Massachusetts. 


Combination House Plant Set 


Special combination offer of a grace- 
ful plastic swan watering pot and a 
mid-window planter. Swan is avail- 
able in coral, chartreuse, and red 
and holds over a quart of water. 
Planter comes in cherry red, forest 
green and onyx black trimmed with 
three-dimensional white plastic or- 
nament. Fits any sash window. Only 
$3.50 for both swan and planter in 
your choice of colors. Order from 
Clifton’s Horticultural Supply, 
Dept. H-2, 414 Prospect St., No. 
Leominster, Mass. 
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DAV COINS 
fay fee 


COLL d Fors 


THE NEW FLORI-TEA 
for 1954 


ROSE, DEAN COLLINS 
Arrangement by 
CARL STARKER 


Kigewagy Yursertes are Proud to Introduce... 


The first of a new class of rose: the Flori-Tea; a cross of Charlotte Armstrong (Hybrid-Tea) 


and Floradora (Floribunda), both All-America Winners. The Spirea-red buds open to full, 


double, long-lasting blooms of luminous rose-opal and carmine. The plants are vigorous and 


upright, with glossy dark green, disease and mildew-resistant foliage. Here is a new type of 
rose which blooms throughout the growing season, producing large Hybrid Tea blooms on long 
cutting stems in the Spring and Fall, plus masses of candelabra blooms during the heat of Sum- 
mer when the color intensifies. The rose is a “toughy,” proven hardy in testing gardens through- 
out the country, and will perform beautifully with a minimum of care... truly a lazy gar- 


dener’s rose. 


Originated by Dr. Walter E. Lammerts, hybridizer of Charlotte Armstrong, Chrysler Imperial, Mirandy. 


Available Spring 1954 at proper planting time for your Large No. 1 Plants 
$2.50 each; 3 for $6.60 


area, through your local nurseryman, or order direct from 
: ’ POSTPAID 


aT 4228 NORTHEAST 77th AVENUE 
“KODSEMW AY (MONE 71€9 PORTLAND 13, OREGON 
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<— 
The Bartlett Way 
Ie 


EXPERT TREE SERVICE 
FROM MAINE TO CAROLINA 


BRANCH OFFICES 
VERMONT 
Rutland, 21 Church St., 3258 
Windsor, 3 State, 650 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Concord, 3 N. Main, 3412 
Milford, Ball Hill Rd., 647-M5 
Peterboro, 44 Main, 2 
Rochester, 82 So. Main, 1461-W 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Cambridge, 795 Memorial Dr., KI 7-0975 
Framingham, 8 Main, 5349 
Osterville, Falmouth Rd., GA 8-2397 
Pittsfield, Onota Bidg., 2-2855 
Prides Crossing, 640 Hale St., 


Bev. Farms 250 
RHODE ISLAND 
East Providence, 86 Summit, 1-5216 


CONNECTICUT 
Danbury, Pershing Bldg., 3-1234 
Hartford, 405 Farmington Ave., 32-8200 
New Haven, 902 Chapel, MA 4-9811 
Stamford, 60 Canal St., 3-1131 
Norwalk, 326 Main St., 6-3070 
NEW YORK 
Islip, 60 Church Ave., 2253 
Kingston, 5743 
Monroe, 207 Lake, 3-6131 
New York, 420 Lex. Ave., LE 2-2010 
Southampton, 19 Main, 1-0028 
Syracuse, State Tower Bidg., 3-1871 
Westbury, 249 Post Ave., 7-0648 
White Plains, 312 Tarrytown Rd., 9-3848 
Yorktown Heights, Amawalk Rd., 2-2772 
NEW JERSEY 
Bernardsville, 28 Anderson Rd., 8-0824 
Orange, 350 Main St., 3-4615 
Oradel, 757 Kinderkamack Rd., 8-5593 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Chambersburg, 520 E. Liberty St., 170 
Phila. (Cynwyd), 152 Montgomery Ave., 
Welsh Valley 4-3200 

Paoli, Box 246, 1894 
York, R. D. #1, 4-0705 
DELAWARE 
Wilmington, Greenhill & 2nd, 8-5580 
MARYLAND 
Bethesda, 4813 Bethesda Ave., 4-0855 
Easton, 7 Linden Ave., 1693 
Towson, 412 Delaware Ave., 8-054 
KENTUCKY 
Ashland, 300 Mayo Arcade, 2906 
OHIO 
Lancaster, 254 Boving Ave., 4687 
Zanesville, 817 Livingston Ave., 3-7417 
VIRGINIA 
Lynchburg, Box 806, 6-2529 
Roanoke, 

728 Ferdinand Ave., S. W., 3-8506 
TENNESSEE 
Kingsport, 1625 Linville St., 2033 
W. VIRGINIA 
Charleston, P. 0. Box 1149, 4-8667 
Huntington, 625 16th St., 2-5462 


BARTLETT 


TREE EXPERTS 


Home Office. Research Laboratories and 
Experimental Grounds, Stamford, Conn. 
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New Perennials.............. Roderick W. Cumming 
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Getting the Most from Gladiolus..... Thomas Manley 
Now is the Time 
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A Repeat Performance 
SPECIALLY DESIGNED FOR GARDEN ENTHUSIASTS 
The Annual and Original 





BY SPECIAL 
INVITATION 
OF THE OWNERS 
OVER 20 
PRIVATE GARDENS 
AND ESTATES 
WILL BE VISITED! 











We are proud to present 


DR. ERNEST K. THOMAS 


Internationally Known Horticulturist; Executive Secretary, Rhode 
Island Horticultural Society; Director, American Horticultural 
Council; Fellow, Royal Horticultural Society of London; former 
Administrator, Rhode Island State Forests and Parks; author- 
ity, photographer, author and lecturer at Brown University, 
who will personally conduct the group through 


Al Full Days in Europe 


Sailing From New York April 15th 


$] 090 ALL INCLUSIVE 


VIA SHIP: SS. MAASDAM, of the Holland 
(American Line, the newest, most modern, ENTIRELY 
AIR-CONDITIONED ship afloat ...anew conception 
in Trans Atlantic Travel. All decks and facilities 


available to all passengers. 


DR. THOMAS will give lectures and informal talks 
both aboard ship and throughout the tour, on the 
flowers and gardens seen. As an expert photog- 
rapher he will assist tour members with their pictures. 


Members of the tour will disembark right from the 
ship into deluxe modern motorcoaches, specially 
chartered for the tour. These same buses will be 
used throughout the tour for all travel. The members 
embark in Southampton for the return voyage. 


An experienced TOUR MANAGER (in addition to 
Dr. Thomas) will accompany the group from New 
York, back to New York, and will be on hand at all 
times to assure the members’ comfort. 


pe: dea 


OF EUROPE 


HOLLAND: The Keukenhof Estate in Lisse. the finest in 
Holland... A cheese auction at Alkmaar... A tour of the 
bulb fields, meeting the owners . . . Motor launch trip through 
the canals of Amsterdam. . . Boskoop, the flower city... 
Dinners and receptions in Amsterdam, Haarlem, Heemstede. 
and other towns to meet the bulb growers, horticulturists and 
civie officials. 


BELGIUM: The Forest of Soignes . .. By special invitation, 
the Greenhouses and Nurseries of the King in Brussels . . . An 
official banquet with members of the Brussels City Council 
and the most important flower growers. 


FRANCE: The Tuileries .. . Bois de Boulogne . . . the City 
of Paris Greenhouses ... Versailles... the formal gardens 
of the Chateaux Country ... Several official receptions in 
Paris ... A reception by the Versailles Chamber of Commerce 
... A reception and cocktail party by the Syndicat Horticole 
de Maine et Loire in Angers. 


ENGLAND: Attendance at the private showing of the Chel- 
sea Flower Show in London, including the “Garden of Scents” 
... Kew Gardens... The gardens of the Royal Horticul- 
tural Society at Wisley ... The Shakespeare country .. . 
Private estates and gardens on a tour through lovely Southern 
England. 


These are only a few of the special highlights you will 
experience. The Spring Garden Tour is not an experi- 
mental tour — it is run each year and has been received 
with great enthusiasm in the past. Our special Guides 
and Tour Managers have entree into many places which 
the average tourist never sees. 


AND — The knowledge that you are travelling with a 
most experienced and responsible travel agency . . . 


chan Conke chavel Senne. INC. 


516 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 
EXCITING COMPLETE ITINERARY IF YOU MAIL COUPON TODAY! 


r 
JEAN BERKE TRAVEL SERVICE, Inc. 
516 Fifth Avenue, New York 36, N. Y. 


Please send detailed itinerary and complete information on 


Two days may be saved 
your 1954 Spring Garden Tour. 


by returning on the 
SS. NIEUW AMSTER- 
DAM, and arrangements 
can be made to extend 
the stay in Europe either 
before or after the tour. 


VIA AIR: 
Optional to those 
who wish fo fly. 
KLM—BOAC—TWA 
PAA—Sabena 
Air France 
$1241 All Inclusive 


Name 


Address 


Number of persons in party 
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1954 


destined to witness any 


HE YEAR does not appear 
frenzied 
outpouring of bona fide novelties 
in perennials, yet it will be one of 
pronounced significance. For does it 
not follow 1953, which, by and large, 
fostered the vilest gardening weather 
and most sickening conditions we can 
recall? Nevertheless, more than a tol- 
erable trickle of contemporary intro- 
ductions emerged virtually unscathed, 
even with colors flying in triumph 
while others, less stout of fiber, did not 
fare as well 
\ rollicking little phlox, originating 
in America, had to receive measured 
acclaim in England before we propa- 
gated it extensively. It is Phlox stolon- 
ifera Blue Ridge, one foot of loosely- 
panicled charm in soft, yet sparkling 
blue 
but for the spacious rock garden, or 


The clumps are prone to stray, 


as a sprightly ground cover in partial 
shade, it holds promise 

In view of last summer's blazing 
heat, the Dicentra 


Bountiful was probably but a travesty 


youthful eximia 


of itself in more mellow weather. Even 
so, this little aristocrat of the plumed 
bleeding-heart group proved unflag- 
ging in its production of twinkling, 
near-carmine hearts The tremulous 
18 inch stems bearing lacy foliage are 


deceptively fragile to the cursory eve, 
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but plants appear equally contented 
in sun or semi-shade. 

Few of us could malign that superb 
import from Northern Ireland called 
anthemis Grallagh Gold. Here is no 
aphis-ridden weed, no gawky tangle 
of bare-stemmed confusion, as is the 
average golden marguerite. Moreover, 
it fairly revels in drought and is per- 
fect for bouquets, as the great sprays 
do not indolently “*go to sleep” when 
cut. A veritable two and a half foot 
thicket of rigidly 
comely fern-like clumps, it looks a 
picture under the July sun which it 


wiry stems above 


virtually reflects. 

We cannot wax as ardent over the 
colorful anthemis Loddon. While this 
British beauty is stunningly garbed in 
sumptuous old faintly tinged 
with orange, its distressing insistence 
after bloom 


gold, 


on succumbing shortly 
can scarcely be condoned. 

As vet, all too few gardeners have 
experienced the pulsating magnetism 
exerted by pyrethrum Crimson Giant. 
Ihis unsurpassable painted daisy rears 
mammoth, 


its resplendent head of 


velvety-crimson daisies on resilient 
three to four foot stems. The plants 
are easily grown and attractive in leaf, 
galvanizing any sun-bathed border to 
instant life. 


A nostalgic breath of the Old World 


Yours to 
Select 


ve 
NS 


New 


erennials 


Roderick W. Cumming, 


Bristol, Connecticut 


casts its romantic spell about our 1954 
initiate. Over 100 years ago, England 
was enamoured of the laced pinks. 
Now a recent revival of interest has 
sent collectors scurrying into humble 
old cottage gardens, whence finally 
returned dianthus William Brownhill, 
now a hallowed plant antique. Re- 
named Lacy Lass for American con- 
sumption, its fragrant, crimson-cen- 
tred fullness will grace our bustling 
scene this summer. 

Once again, the sage English have 
favored us with a discreetly colorful 
offering, this time in the guise of the 
captivating heuchera Bressingham Hy- 
brids. No hardy perennial is more 
companionable than the light-hearted 
coral-bells, with its airy spikes of such 
conciliatory hues and its attractively 
scalloped tufts of foliage. The Bressing- 
hams contain a measure of dwarfish 18 
inch subjects, but also include types 
taller and more robust than we nor- 
mally anticipate. Shadings range from 
a serene white, through the melodic 
pinks, to the more zestful reds, with 
bronze creeping in. 
their pre- 


even hints of 
Reed-slim 
cious towers of countless wee bells, are 
from late 
and 


stems, bearing 


gracefully wind-agitated 
May to July. 


fairly deep planting are prerequisite 


for success. 


Good drainage 
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From a remote section of Japan an 
astounding master race of Japanese 
iris has arisen. In future days of more 
bountiful supply, this explosive Higo 
strain should definitely invalidate all 
existing forms. Ornately colored flow- 
ers, frequently ruffled or crimped, 
with the incredible 
mensity of a 12-inch platter, 
regally above the tremendously vig- 
orous foliage. Since the Japanese iris 
does not propagate as prolifically as 
its bearded counterpart, these won- 
drous newcomers will scarcely be on 


sometimes im- 


rise 


the bargain counter for some time, 


but the adventurous gardener may 
raise them from seed presently avail- 
able. Rich, but not 


wet feet in winter, suits all Japanese 


moist ground, 


iris admirably. 

Shasta daisies have ever intrigued 
us with their lavish summer onslaught 
of candidly white cutflowers, and new 
varieties continue apace. An English 
novelty called Horace Read is finally 
due to make its American bow. Solidly 
double flowers, calling to mind three 
to four-inch snowballs, glisten through- 
out summer and early autumn on 
stalwart two and a half foot stems. 

In mulling over the recent phlox 
we feel ever-increasing respect for 
two sterling reinforcements, Elizabeth 
Arden and Brigadier. These new va- 
rieties appear to surmount neglect as 


Perennials as a prime source of color in summer gardens are most effective when planted in sizeable groups 
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cheerfully as any, but properly tended 
they are truly stupendous. Elizabeth 
Arden is indeed a winsome lass, pastel 
pink overlaid lilac, notable for its 
sizable florets and 
trimly erect. The gaudier Brigadier is 
exciting at its peak, being a vibrant 
holly-to-brick red lightly glossed over 
by orange-scarlet hints. Enterprising 
blooming for 


shapely — heads, 


side branches insure 


weeks. 
Pink Trumpet Lilies 


The past decade has felt tumultuous 
world. While 


the stream- 


rumblings in the lily 
still unknown to many, 
lined Mid-Century Hybrids have un- 
doubtedly accelerated the obsolescence 
of several outdated backnumbers. 
Riotously hued, upfacing cups atop 
their rigid two and a half to three foot 
stems stare frankly at the onlooker, 
mainly in July. Some purists mutter 
darkly that the colors are overly stri- 
dent and bold, in tawny orange and 
reddish holocausts. May we mention 
that softer yellow selections also adorn 
this sharply modern collection in va- 
rieties like Joan Evans, Gold Rush 
and Parade. Note also that the finer 
lilies of today are not formidable or 
capricious, as a rule, if provided soils 
of well-drained porosity. 

The haughty arrogance of all the 
courtly white trumpet lilies may soon 


be shaken to the core by Fred Abbey's 
Pink Shelburne Seedlings, offspring 
of the regal lily. Exotic as is their garb, 
they originated in glacial Vermont of 
the blustery winters and _ presently 
arid summers. Obviously their con- 
stitution is iron-clad, while religious 
roguing has eliminated all outlaw 
mongrels and sun-shy faders. This is 
really a gorgeous new race of unde- 
manding pink lily masterpieces. 
Puzzling indeed is the seeming 
anomaly suggested by the disregard 
for drought evinced by two new lyth- 
rums or loosestrifes. Both are dressed- 
up descendants of the usually unin- 
spiring denizens of swamp or bog, yet 
both have performed delightfully in 
recent arid summers. Admittedly, 
lythrum Morden Pink has already 
gained its share of renown, but we 
doubt if its uncomplaining nature 
has been sufficiently stressed. It may 
attain a supple three and a half feet, 
flaunting willowy bright, 
decisive rose-pink practically all sum- 
mer. Clean-limbed and dependable, 
and 


wands of 


it neither nor self-sows, 
persists durably for years. Less noised 
about is Robert, 


comfortably compact two and a half 


strays 


which grows to a 


feet, and approaches rosy-red in color. 
What with annual imports from 
England’s treasury of excellent plants 
See page 74 
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Trees in the Limelight 


HEN THE modern gardener 
chooses a tree for his garden, 
it must almost always fulfill 

two requirements. It must be small in 

size and it must produce flowers or 
fruits, or both. 

Houses today 
gardens that adjoin them. This means 
trees used must be moderate in 


are small as are the 


that 
their annual growth to be of the right 
proportion. Since expense and effort 
are involved in buying and planting 
one tree or a group of trees, you might 
as well enjoy the benefits of flowers and 
attractive fruits. 

It is never a simple matter to name 
the outstanding trees for present-day 
gardens, even if the selection is made 
on the basis of size, flower perform- 
ance and fruiting habit. Here, how- 
and described small 
worthwhile for 


are listed 
that are 
another. 


merits, others because they 


ever, 
trees one 
reason or Some are chosen 
for their 
are popular, even though a weakness 
such as a disease or pest makes them 
less desirable. This list is merely a 
basis from which to work, and you 
subtract according to 


may add or 


your likes and needs. 


Superlative Dogwoods 
One whose merits cannot be 
disputed is the flowering 
(Cornus florida). It is 
that has everything: lovely flowers in 
the spring, brilliant autumn coloring, 
fruits that the birds seek 
and an winter form. It 
will grow in either sun or shade, and 
for color contrasts place the white and 
pink near one another. Also excellent 
is its Oriental cousin, the Japanese 
dogwood (Cornus kousa). This flowers 
with its leaves in June, but its large, 
pointed bracts make a showy display 
after the 
have finished blooming. 

Che saucercup magnolia (Magnolia 
soulangeana) is one of the most common 
of magnolias, yet it is still one of the 
best. Its large, pinkish or rose flower 
cups are among spring’s first to un- 
fold, and it is practically foolproof 
when it comes to diseases and pests. 
Its large leaves are clean all season, 
and in the winter its twisting branches 


tree 
dogwood 


one small tree 


bright red 


interesting 


other flowering dogwoods 
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and gray bark are attractive features 
in the garden. 

The flowering cherries are attacked 
by borers and other insects, yet their 
value in landscaping remains high. 
At least, gardeners like them and 
continue to plant them. Cherries come 
into bloom early, along with and just 
after the forsythias, and so lend their 
pinks and whites to the garden scene. 
Species and varieties are too numerous 
to mention, but the weeping cherry 
(Prunus subhirtella pendula) and the 
many varieties of.the Oriental cherry 
(Prunus serrulata) are among the most 
popular. 

Flowering in May is the lovely 
laburnum pictured on the opposite 
page. Long, pendulous, wisteria-like 
golden blooms clothe this small tree, 
giving it the everyday name of golden- 
chain The waterer laburnum 
(Laburnum waterert), a hybrid, with 
large clusters of yellow flowers, is the 


tree. 


one to try. Against the dark green of 


evergreen or deciduous trees, it is an 
unforgettable sight. 

To many gardeners May wouldn't 
be May without some of the hawthorns 
or ‘‘May”’, as it is called in England. 
Some horticulturists do not recom- 
mend these trees because of borers and 
a rust disease which defoliates them, 
but these can be overcome with spray- 
ing. The English hawthorns and their 
varieties are among the most showy, 
but the white-flowering native Wash- 
ington hawthorn (Crataegus phaeno- 
pyrum) is choice because it has good 
fall color and bright red berries that 
last through the winter. 


Hardy and Picturesque 


In the minds of many gardeners, the 
flowering crab-apples are the most 
outstanding of small trees next to 
the dogwoods. Certainly, they have 
picturesque forms; they come in many 
cheery shades of red, rose, pink and 
white; they are perfectly hardy; they 
are more or less free of diseases and 
pests and they are so colorful when in 
fruit that their fall displays almost 
rival their spring outbursts of bloom. 
There are numberless excellent varie- 
ties, many very new, but for a low- 
growing kind, to eight feet, the Sargent 


crab-apple (Malus sargenti) holds a 
niche by itself. 

Another May-flowering tree, and 
one that deserves wider planting, is 
the silverbell. Numerous white, bell- 
shaped flowers cover the branches, 
and the large, neat leaves remain at- 
tractive until fall. The mountain silver- 
bell (Halesia monticola) has the largest 
flowers of the two common species 
and a pink-flowering variety, H. m. 
rosea, is a thing of exquisite beauty 
when in flower. 

Many trees and shrubs flower in 
the spring or through June, but little 
color is noted in summer. There are 
several plants that can fill in this gap, 
and one of the choicest is the sour- 
wood, or sorrel tree, (Oxydendrum ar- 
boreum). It is a large tree in its native 
habitat, but in gardens it remains 
small, producing white, pendulous 
flower racemes in July and August. 
The dried seed capsules are effective 
far into the winter. Autumn color is 
very brilliant, as the long, glossy, 
leathery leaves take on bright scarlet- 
orange hues. 

Plant a Fringe-tree 

I'he fringe-tree is perhaps the least 
common of the trees in this grouping, 
but it can stand on its own in every 
respect. There are two species, the 
Chinese and the American (Chionan- 
thus virginica), but our native plant is 
a bit more ornamental, producing 
fleecy, creamy-white flowers in loose, 
hanging panicles in early June. Large, 
beautiful leaves leaf late in the spring 
and turn a bright yellow in the fall. 

Surely no list of this sort would be 
complete without mention of holly. 
It does not have conspicuous flowers 
as such, but for glossy foliage and 
bright red berries that last all winter 
it has no equal. In the northern part 
of the country, the American holly 
(Ilex opaca) or its many varieties is the 
one to be used. Where climate per- 
mits, however, the English holly (d/ex 
aquifolium) is much handsomer, with 
its crinkly, polished leaves and large 
red fruits. G.°5. 


Golden-Chain Tree 


(Laburnum watereri) 
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DEAN COLLINS a new flori-tea rose developed by Dr. W. E. Lammerts of Livermore, Cali- 
fornia, resulted from crossing the hybrid tea Charlotte Armstrong with the 


In commenting on his new rose, Dr. Lammerts writes: ‘‘In hot weathe1 


floribunda Floradora 
this rose literally glows in what one can readily imagine is an expression of happy satisfaction. 
lhe opalescent glow is most unusual, and gives this variety a color hitherto unknown in roses. 
In short, Dean Collins may be characterized as the ideal hot weather rose, being at its best when 


most varieties are at their worst.’’ Rose enthusiasts have a new class of roses to enjoy this year. 





Rose Debutantes for 1954 


Dr. Fred J. Nisbet, Editor, American Rose Magazine 


ACH YEAR the new roses, like the 
loveliest of debutantes, take the 
center stage. In the planning of 

most rose growers they are always im- 
portant, as it is on them that many of 
the new plans, or revisions of older 
ideas, are based. This is, therefore, a 
good time to review the character- 
istics of the new roses which are now 
available. 

Stars of the ‘‘coming-out” are Mo- 
jave and Lilibet, the 1953-54 All- 
America award winners. Herbert C. 
Swim is the originator of the hybrid 
tea Mojave (moh-HAH-vay), which 
won the Gold Medal at Bagatelle and, 
within a week, the Gold Medal at the 
trial grounds at Geneva, Switzerland. 
The long, slender buds open as large 
double blooms (25 petals) which are 
a glowing orange shaded with tints of 
nasturtium-red, vermilion and scarlet. 
They hold their color well, are fragrant 
and are borne on long stems. The tall, 


upright plants are well clothed with 


large, glossy foliage. 


Pet Name of a Queen 


Lilibet, a floribunda, has _ long- 
stemmed clusters of dainty, clear-pink, 
fragrant blooms. The buds are high- 
centered and have beautiful form. The 
plants are compact, the bloom is 
nearly constant and the foliage quite 
disease-resistant. This hardy plant was 
developed by Robert Lindquist. 

Although the headlines, as usual, 
concentrate on the stars, the “‘ladies- 
in-waiting’’ should not be overlooked, 
for there is much beauty among them. 

Hysrip Teas: Mardi Gras is a 
vigorous plant bearing many dark- 
red buds. These open as large, well- 
formed blooms which hold their medi- 
um-red color well, even in midsum- 
mer heat. You will score this variety 
high on color and form. 

Far better than American Beauty, 
with which it has been compared, is 
President Eisenhower, a rich red with 
good form. Rose-red and fragrant, 
the blooms are produced freely on a 
rather spreading, vigorous plant. The 
stems are long, the color holds wonder- 
fully well and the foliage is dark green. 

A happy result of a cross between 
Pink Dawn and The Doctor is Henry 
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Ford, an excellent pink. The long buds 
have even better form than those of 
The Doctor, and the color is clearer. 
Fragrant flowers are produced freely 
on the vigorous plants. 

On robust, three-foot plants of Pag- 
eant are produced large, bi-color 
blooms, gold on the outside and red, 
turning to coral-pink, on the inside. 
The petals fall before they discolor. 
The scent resembles that of raspber- 
ries. This plant is hardy and the foliage 
abundant and dark green. It was 
originated by E. S. Boerner. 

Striking is the word for Miami, an 
origination of Francis Meilland, which 
is described as having ‘‘gold, orange 
and flamingo coloring.”’ The blooms 
appear continuously, although not in 
great numbers, have excellent form 
and are spicy-sweet. The plant is 
upright in growth and has abundant 
foliage. 

Ann and Roy Shepherd are the 
originators of Flirtation, a gold-and- 
pink bicolor daughter of Peace. Like 
her parent, she bears strong stems and 
heavy, leathery foliage. Naturally the 
blooms are large. 

Blackspot will be no problem for 
the growers of Pink Bouquet, a me- 
dium-pink, sub-zero hybrid tea. The 
blooms are very double and are borne 
freely. 

Tudor is a good scarlet, with high- 
centered, fragrant flowers opening 
from long, strawberry-colored buds. 
The plant is vigorous and tall, with 
dark green foliage. 


Pennsylvania Favorite 


Big bursts of apricot-orange, moder- 
ately fragrant blooms in the spring 
and fall are characteristic of Pennsyl- 
vanian. Both the buds and open 
flowers are noteworthy in their form. 
The bush is upright in growth and of 
medium height. 

For a good non-fading yellow you 
will want to try Sun Valley, if you do 
not already have it under the name 
Yukon. The dark, disease-resistant 
foliage fully clothes the vigorous plant. 

Named to commemorate the one 
hundredth anniversary of Newark, 
New York, Centennial is sometimes 
two-toned and sometimes a blend; an 


orangey-apricot and gold in bud, open- 
ing to pink and gold. In form it re- 
sembles Ophelia. The fragrance is 
that of “‘mellow fruit.” 

Another good yellow is Lydia, with 
its shiny leaves on a medium tall plant. 
The hardy bush produces many, me- 
dium-sized, cup-shaped blooms. 

FLori-TeEA: Dean Collins, one of a 
new Class, is the result of a cross be- 
tween Charlotte Armstrong and Flora- 
dora. Hailed as the “lazy gardener’s 
rose,’ because it blooms well even if 
given minimum care, this newcomer 
produces spirea-red buds that change 
on opening to carmine and rose-opal. 
Hot weather prods this variety to its 
best bloom and most intense color. 

FLoRiBUNDAS: Siren is a_ superb, 
fiery scarlet, with ruffled petals. Four 
to five flowers are produced in each 
cluster, on vigorous, bushy plants, 
about three feet high. Bloom is almost 
continuous for it keeps going in heat. 

Heat and drought bounce off Frolic, 
a free-blooming, bright pink. The 
bushy plants range from one and a 
half to three feet in height. This, too, 
was produced by Herbert Swim. 


A Startling Red Shade 
Cocorico (the French 
equivalent of ‘“cock-a-doodle-do’’) 
from Francis Meilland. Mrs. Lord 
says of it, ‘You may call it scarlet, or 
orange-red or spectrum red, but you'll 
never call it dull!’ The velvety, semi- 
double flowers come in well-formed 
clusters and have a spicy fragrance. 
The bushy plants are fully covered 
with leathery foliage which is disease- 
resistant. 

For edging and borders, as well as 
more conventional uses, E. S. Boern- 
er’s Pigmy Red is rather compact and 
only one foot high. The flowers are 
dark red, with a white center, and 
come in clusters all through the season. 

Hot weather makes the brilliant 
scarlet petals of Embers glow, so the 
name is apt. Not as prolific in bloom 
as Frolic, this variety still produces a 
quantity of flowers in each blooming 
month. In cooler weather, the color 
becomes a dark red. The two to three 
and a half foot plants are moderately 

See page 65 
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Getting 
the Most 
from 
Gladiolus 


Thomas Manley, 
Burlington, Vermont 


Gladiolus are superb cut flowers for indoor 
decorations because of their sturdy flower 
spikes, their wide color range and their long 
stems. Arranged by Mrs. Frank W. Reilly 


O PRODUCE quality gladiolus in 
any garden three things are nec- 
water and good 


essary: soil, 


bulbs. Gladiolus will grow in a wide 
range of soils from pure sand and fine 
silt loams to heavy clay. The important 
soil factors are good drainage, medium 
to high organic content for aeration, 
soil texture with increased water hold- 
ing capacity and a pH range of 5.5 


to 0 


The finest soil in the world cannot 


good blooms if water is not 
available. Water ranks first in the 
musts for gladiolus. Although tolerant 


produce 


of dry conditions, they must have 


large amounts of water, especially 
during the period of spike formation, 
to produce quality spikes. 

the 


value of good bulbs, especially the 


One can never overestimate 


highly-improved introductions of the 


past 10 years. These are not found on 


the bargain counters at a few cents 


apiece. Good bulbs cost from six to 


10 cents each, and they are well worth 
every extra cent invested. Buy named 


varieties even though vou are not 


interested in their names. In this man- 
ner you will receive higher quality 
bulbs. Foreign introductions flooding 
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the market are usually inferior to most 
older American introductions; few can 
equal the newer introductions of our 
American hybridists. 

The culture of gladiolus can be ef- 
fortless if the soil is prepared well in 
the spring. The growing plot should 
be located in full sunlight if possible, 
and at least six hours are essential. 
The gladiolus is not generally used as a 
landscape flower, the exception being 
the miniature varieties which do make 
ideal border plants. 

Spring preparation should include 


turning over the soil to a depth of 


10 inches either by spade or garden 
tractor. Sprinkle 100 pounds of 5-10- 
10, 8-12-12 or any balanced fertilizer 
(containing four times as much phos- 
phorus and potash as nitrogen) over 
each 400 square feet of soil area, 
which could be a plot 20 x 20. Work 
the fertilizer well into the soil. Do not 
use fresh manures on gladiolus, only 
well composted manure several sea- 
sons old, otherwise the bulbs will be 
scabby. Ifa rototiller is available, have 
the soil rototilled to a depth of eight 
only mix the 
will 


This will not 
fertilizer through the 


a soil condition that will pay 


inches. 
soil, but 


create 


dividends during the growing season. 
Gladiolus grow best when planted 
in rows in the cutting garden. Make a 
furrow eight inches deep, sprinkle 
bonemeal, about a handful for every 
yard of the bottom of the 
trench. Cover the bonemeal with two 
inches of soil, then plant the bulbs 
three to six inches apart in the row. 
Rows vary in width from twelve to 
thirty-six inches depending on space 
available. Wide rows are necessary for 
exhibition spikes. Covering the bulbs 
can be done over a period of several 
weeks to aid in weed control. Initially 
cover the bulbs about three inches 
deep, and then rake the soil into the 
furrow with the first few cultivations. 
Not only will heat penetrate to the 
depth of the bulb, hastening growth 
in the spring, but early spring weed 
growth will be effortlessly eliminated. 
Once the plants are eight to twelve 
inches tall, dust or spray with DDT 
(50° wettable DDT or 5°% dust). Re- 
peat every week or 10 days until the 
spikes begin to elongate. Should DDT 
not control thrips, use Lindane ac- 
cording to the formula on the pack- 
age. Do not overlook the insect control 
program or you may lose a season’s 


row, in 
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bloom because of carelessness. 
The developing gladiolus plant can- 


not compete with weeds, thus regular 


your 


cultivation is necessary. Keeping weeds 


down, be managed in several 


ways. One is with a hoe or garden 


nay 


cultivator; another is with the weed- 
killer 2-4D, should be used 
according to avoiding a 
drift of the 
ornamentals and 
third is with a mulch, which is a most 
control. 


which 
directions, 
spray on broad-leaved 
vegetables; and a 


efficient method of weed 
Straw, hay, sawdust, wood shavings, 
ground corn cobs, rice or buckwheat 


few of the many 


hulls 
materials that can be used for mulch- 
ing. Apply at a depth of four to six 


inches to control weeds, retain mois- 


represent a 


ture and enhance the general appear- 
ance of the garden. Remember when 
applying a mulch it is wise to side- 
dress your with 5-10-10 
or any fertilizer which will supply the 
utilized by the 


gladiolus 

necessary nitrogen 
mulch during decomposition. 
Watering Is Vital 

The gladiolus planting will have 

to be irrigated during 

dry spells. Water makes huge spikes 

and large flowers. If the planting is 


prolonged 


mulched, the loss of water from the 


soil will be less than in a cultivated 


planting. Therefore, water thoroughly 


cultivated plantings once a week and 
mulched plantings once every two or 
three weeks. As a rule, rainfall is suf- 
ficient to eliminate the need for any 
supplemental watering when the plant- 
ing is mulched. Check the soil beneath 
the mulch. If it is dry, water copiously 
as the mulch will absorb large amounts 
of moisture. The most important time 
to water is when the first true leaves 
are developing, as during this time 
the embryo spike is forming. Then, 
when the 
rapidly forming buds require water to 
attain their On hot 
summer days, one will observe the 


the spike is elongating, 


maximum size. 
spikes wilting or drooping. This does 
not occur if water is available. Serious 
loss of water by the plant 
browning of the bud sheaf and severe 


causes 


crooking of the stem. 

With the development of the sev- 
enth leaf, the gladiolus spike will begin 
to emerge from the leaf sheaf. Supple- 
mental watering on unmulched plant- 
ings will increase the length of the 
flowerhead and enlarge the blooms. 
If the spike shows signs of crooking or 
bending, support it with a bamboo or 
wooden stake. Care should be taken 
to place the stake to the rear of the 
spike so that it will not interfere with 
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or rub the developing florets. Never 


tie the spike securely to the stake as it 
will continue to elongate till the last 
floret has opened. Plant-ties are ex- 
cellent for this purpose, provided they 
are loose enough to allow the spike 
to grow freely. 

When the first floret opens, cut the 
spike. Use a sharp knife, running it 
parallel with the stem to the desired 
length, then twist the knife upward 
and gently pull on the spike, which 
will free itself from the leaves. Remem- 
ber four leaves are necessary to supply 
food for the developing leaves. More 
leaves are beneficial and give added 
size to the bulb you will harvest. 

The cut spike should be placed up- 
right in a dark 
hours to mature. Cold water will re- 


cool, room for 12 
tard the opening of its blooms, while 
warm will hasten it. By the 
knowing use of either, the maturity of 
spikes may be controlled over a period 
of several days. Once the desired num- 


water 


ber of florets have opened, the spike 
may be placed in a vase or used in an 
arrangement. This conditioning period 
will increase the life of the floret by 
allowing it to absorb the maximum 
amount of water before it is subjected 
to the heat and drafts of the home or 
show room. 

The gladiolus plant will continue to 
grow after the spike is removed until 
the This 
period averages 30 days after the plant 
has A longer period will 
produce larger bulblets. Bulbs should 


bulb is fully developed. 
bloomed. 


be dug before the foliage is killed. 


Once the plant is removed from the 
soil, it should be cut at the top of the 
bulb with a sharp knife or pruning 
shears. The bulb, with its roots and 
bulblets, should be placed in a shallow 
box or tray to dry. If thrips have been 
troublesome during the dust 
the bulb immediately with 5°4 DDT. 
Allow the bulbs to dry until the old 
bulb can be removed with ease. Clean 
the bulbs, separating the  bulblets 
from the bulbs. Dust the cleaned bulbs 
with 5°, DDT and 7% Metallic Cop- 
per dust, 504 DDT and Fermate or 
any other fungicide plus DDT to con- 


season, 


trol thrips and fungus spores in stor- 
age. Store for the winter in a cool, 
well-ventilated, dry room at a 40 to 
50 degree temperature. 

Gladiolus come in a variety of forms 
and sizes and new forms are constantly 
being developed. Less than 50 years 
ago, the first ruffled gladiolus 
originated. Today we have a 
variety of gladiolus petal forms: ruf- 
fled, waved, fluted, needle-point, re- 
curved, reflexed, laciniated and plain. 
The size of the gladiolus floret ranges 


was 
wide 


from the tiniest miniature, with one- 
half to three-quarters inch florets, 
to the giants, with seven to eight inch 
Plants range in from 
24 inches to than tall; 
flowerheads range from 10 inches to a 


height 
feet 


florets. 
more 


record 54 inches in length. Thus, with 
the gladiolus, there is a plant stature 
to fit every garden or arrangement in 
the home in a variety of colors un- 
equalled by any flower. 


See page Sf 


Miniature gladiolus varieties are ideal for planting in borders with other flowering plants 

















EBRUARY snows may give a blanket 
“tonic” to flower beds and lawns, they 
may offset a summer drought and even 
mean an early spring, but any good gar- 
dener gets restless. He is anxious for the 
real thing, heralded so diminutively by sev- 
eral snowdrops pushing through a bared 
spot in a sunny angle by the kitchen door. 


Early Start with Annuals 
Half-hardy 


long season to mature), such as lobelia, 


annuals (which require a 


snapdragons, petunias, phlox drummondi, 
verbenas, scabiosa and China asters, can 
be started soon, either in the home green- 
house or very sunny places in the house. 
For a jump on the pansy season, sow some 
of the finer strains now, too. Incidentally, 
have you heard about the Roggli type from 
Switzerland? Plants are compactly dwarf 


and heavy-petalled 


Don’t Delay with Delphiniums 

If you like bloom from your own del- 
phinium the first year, plant the seeds this 
month. And don’t be caught without some 
of the Black Knight and Sir Galahad series 
in your selection. Heavy spires of dark 
velvet with black “‘bees” and columns of 
pure white — they add startling emphasis 
to your planting of these stately perennials. 


Transplanting in Winter 

Remember that large-sized, deciduous 
trees and shrubs can often be moved in 
wintertime easily and inexpensively with a 
frozen ball of earth, provided the places 
where they are to be planted have been 
previously prepared. Whenever the soil is 
soft, however, many dormant shrubs and 
can be transplanted bare- 


smaller trees 


rooted, if special care is taken not to tear 


IS THE 


TIME 


any parts in the process. Hasty ripping of 


roots or stems only risks the settling of dis- 
eases in jagged tissues later. For any short- 
ening or shaping necessary, never fail to 
use sharp pruning shears. 


To Protect Trees 

Anytime your young fruit and nut trees 
are apt to be chewed by mice and rabbits, 
surround their trunks with 18-inch bands 
of wire (% inch mesh) set a couple of 
inches into the ground for stability. A 
spray of nicotine sulphate, if you are will- 
ing to apply it frequently, or lime sulphur 
will also repel rodents. The lime sulphur 
can serve, too, for a general dormant spray. 
Just in case the “nibblers” your 
trees before you can prevent their gnaw- 
ings, cut clean any frayed bark and wrap 
the girdled parts with burlap or paper 
strips to keep them from drying out. Then 
bridge graft in spring to save your trees. 


get at 


Bridge Grafting Saves Trees 

Bridge grafting is simply a “bridging- 
(with live tissue from the same tree) 
the trunk that has been 
The 


(one-year-old 


over” 
of any area on 


mice or rabbits. scions 
used in grafting 
shoots or suckers with several inches of too- 
soft tips taken off) should be longer than 
the space they need to span. Be sure the 
gnawed section has been smoothed. Make 
two-inch slits in both upper and lower 
edges of the bark bounding it. Cut on a 
of each scion and 


chewed by 
bridge 


long slant both ends 
loosened to 
the 
flaps” of these slits 


slip them into these slits 


admit the scion-ends between wood 
bark. Fasten the “ 
over the scions as they are spaced 


around the 


and 
firmly 
one-and-a-half 
trunk. Brush melted grafting wax over the 


inches apart 


Bridge Greftin 
% q> 


Scion 


entire girdled area, laying several coats 
over the “join” of scions and bark. (See 
sketches below.) 


Prune Fruits Annually 

Mild days in February give excellent 
opportunity for annual pruning of grape- 
vines and fruits generally. Remember that 
the best grapes grow on new shoots sprout- 
ing from last season’s woody stems, so 
prune hard, \eaving only short spurs on 
several long arms of vine. On fruit trees, 
like apples and pears, make the yearly 
pruning light, removing dead and dying 
branches as well as those cutting across 
each other and chafing. Thin the growth 
generally, clarifying the framework of the 
tree. Take care, though, not to expose the 
tender inner branches so much that they 
become subject to sunscald. Shrub-like 
fruits, as blackberries and raspberries, need 
opening-up, too. Cut out old canes, then 
reduce the number of new ones and suckers. 


House Plant Needs 

The plant shelf indoors begins to perk-up 
as house plants become a fresher green 
and send forth numerous new shoots. Ac- 
cordingly, they can be encouraged regu- 
larly with fertilizer — plant tablets as di- 
rected or liquid (one level teaspoon per 
quart of water). Most of them thrive under 
temperatures of 55° at night and not over 
70° daytimes. All relish humidity, however, 
so don’t neglect spongings of smooth- 
leaved types and syringings of all kinds. 
The frequently present mealybugs (cot- 
tony masses collected at crotches of leaves 
and stems) can be banished with a heavy 
water spray or dabbings by cotton-tipped 
toothpicks or matchsticks dipped in toilet 
water. If you honestly can’t conquer hot, 
dry conditions in your home, try cacti and 
succulents and maybe bird’s nest and holly 
ferns which might be better bets for strug- 
gling against such a handicap. 


Fruit Tree: 
(a) Unpruned 
(b) Pruned 
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The finest one-volume 
color guide to wild flowers 


She MACMILLAN 


D2, Pt. < 
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Jhe MACMILLAN 


Wild Flower Book 


Text by CLARENCE J. HYLANDER 


Illustrations by EDITH FARRINGTON JOHNSTON 


Here, in this book, is a panorama of all the wild flowers 
with which nature so generously decorates the land through- 
out the year. Beautiful water colors have caught these 
flowers in all their color, pattern, and texture to make such 
life-like portraits that the flowers can easily be identified in 
their natural habitat, and also studied with increasing 
pleasure at each turning of the book pages. The accom- 
panying text, covering over 500 plants, is brief and informa- 
tive, providing just the supplementary knowledge every 
flower lover needs—common names, botanical names, size, 
appearance, and geographical location. 


An art treasure of the first magnitude. Expert workman- 
ship and many years of careful planning have made 


THE MACMILLAN WILD FLOWER BOOK an outstand- 
ing publication. 

Edith Farrington Johnston was given a full palette of 
color to portray these native plants. With a botanist’s eye 
for accuracy and an artist’s appreciation of beauty, she 
has produced a group of remarkable paintings. 

Dr. Clarence J. Hylander has provided the descriptive 
notes that accompany the pictures. He uses the nomen- 
clature of the latest edition of Gray’s Manual of Botany. 


Faithful reproduction of the original water colors, by the 
most modern lithographic process, has produced a beautiful 
example of fine printing. 


Two pages of descriptive text 
Alternating with two pages of beautiful illustrations in color 


As a combination of art and information 
this book is unexcelled 

CONTENTS: 232 plates in four to six colors, picturing 426 wild 
flowers—more colored illustrations than any other single volume 
in this field. Descriptive text covering 500 flowering plants. In- 
troduction explaining the terms used and the method of flower 
identification. Complete index. 
SIZE: A large 8” x 1044” book with 496 pages handsomely 
bound in green cloth with gold stamping. 
ARTIST: Edith Farrington Johnston combines a knowledge of 
flowers with brilliant artistry. She has illustrated several er 
books, among them A Book of Wild Flowers and A Book of 
Wayside Fruits. 
AUTHOR: ~ Clarence J. Hylander, formerly Professor of 
Botany at Colgate University, is the author of a college text- 
book on botany and The World of Plant Life. He has also writ- 
ten seve ral books on out-of- doors for young pe ople 





SPECIAL PRE-PUBLICATION OFFER ———™ 


THE MACMILLAN WILD FLOWER BOOK is 
scheduled for publication by The Macmillan Com- 
pany on February 16, 1954, and the price will be 
$15.00. But, all orders received before that date will 
be filled at the special pre-publication price of 
$13.50. 








at all bookstores, or 


Lhe Macmillan Company 


60 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 11, N.Y. 
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The February Greenhouse 


Kathryn S. Taylor, Dover, Massachusetts 


OR the active winter gardener, 


February is one of the busiest 


months, testing the degree of 


with which he runs the 
greenhouse. Plants that 
the darker winter 


forced 


ethiciency 
have come 
through months 


without being into unnatural 
growth will now respond to increased 
watering and feeding as the sun climbs 
higher in the sky. A_ bright, 


be chosen when feeding 


Sunny 


day should 


commercial preparations 


plants. If 
are used, it is a good idea to vary the 
diet by alternating two or three favor- 
ite brands. More and more gardeners 
are using weak concentrations of ferti- 
lizer at frequent intervals. 

In most small greenhouses, all the 
benches are at the same level and of 
the same width. This can create prob- 
lems in placing the plants so that they 
attention. If the 


all receive similar 


benches are about three feet wide and 


run around the outside walls of the 


greenhouse, it will be impossible to 


reach plants close to the glass in the 
corners, even if one has a long arm. 
No plant should be put where it can- 
not easily be looked out for in the 
daily routine of greenhouse manage- 
ment. If it zs, the neglected plant will 
soon discount the careful attention 
received by the other plants. An insect 
surely develop which 


problem will 


will quickly plants 


spread to other 


and bring about a discouraging situa- 


tron Wide 


narrower ones and with shelves placed 


benches alternated with 


rather high neat the rool glass above 


58 


the narrow shelves will accommodate 
as many, if not more, plants than all 
wide benches. When a gardener can 
quickly and readily get at every plant 
in his collection to check on its state 
of health, good success in the winter 
garden is much nearer attainment. 
In this connection, note that 25% wet- 
table powder malathion (2 tblsp. per 
gal. of water) checks all pests in the 
greenhouse and no mask is necessary 
when applying it, if the gardener is 
careful. 

The 
benches is just as important as_ the 
Dirt, 


flower pots, partly-used pails of soil 


best use of space under the 


use of the benches themselves. 
and sundry odds and ends should not 
be allowed to clutter the floor because 
they afford hiding places for insects 
and unsanitary conditions where plant 
diseases can take hold. A few clean 
pots should be kept in readiness, how- 
ever, stacked neatly upside down and 
raised a littke above the ground. In 
general, only equipment in daily use 
should be kept in the greenhouse itself. 
Everything else, including a portable 
potting bench, should be brought in 
as needed and carried away after- 
wards. 

Propagating units and seed flats 
well when kept under the 


suflicient heat and 


do very 
benches if given 
light, either natural or artificial. The 
use of fluorescent lamps has been 
described in detail in previous issues 
of Horticulture. By keeping a 


flower pot to sit 


large 


inverted on, the 


gardener can check all activities be- 
neath the with comfort and 
efficiency. 

Pots of amaryllis, 
gloxinia can spend their resting period 
turned on their sides beneath the bench 
at a minimum temperature of 50° F. 
An occasional sprinkling of water will 
keep the latter two from drying out too 
much until February. Then their tub- 
ers should be placed in flats or pans 
and should be only partly covered in a 
medium of peat and sand, kept barely 
moist until growth is well started. The 


bench 


achimenes and 


amount of water is regularly increased 
as growth progresses. They should be 
temperature when 
than the 


higher 
into growth 


given a 
starting cool 
greenhouse provides. If bottom heat 
is not available the containers can be 
put in a warm room with a covering 
of Vinylite like that on the propagating 
unit. When leaves begin to develop, the 
tubers can be returned to the green- 
house. Amaryllis bulbs are usually 
started in January in the same pots. 
February is too early to start most 
garden seeds. By March, various pots 
of bulbs and plants that have finished 
flowering can be removed from the 
benches to make room for flats of 
seedlings started during the month. 
Late winter, however, is a good time 
to plant seeds of gloxinia, tuberous 
begonia and gerbera all of which 
need a minimum temperature of 70° 
Start to 


for germination. Gerberas 


See page 66 
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Rambling Observations 


of a 


Roving Gardener 


HE WEATHER is doing funny things 
‘Taos days, at least here in New 
England. Some experts deny that the 
climate is changing, while others claim 
it is getting warmer. We gardeners, on 
the other hand, go by what plants do 
in our gardens, and accounts of the 
plants that found 
December 


variety of were 


blooming in alone is as- 
tounding. Perhaps the most remark- 
able was of snowdrops in full flower 
three days before Christmas. Just be- 
fore the first of the year came other 
reports of this same plant spring’ 
first flower before winter even began! 
Throughout the Christmas month 
purple and white February daphnes 
flowered, while forsythia and Scotch 
broom sprang unseasonal florets. Vio- 
lets and primroses of many kinds were 
also seen, along with the vernal witch- 
dandelions in abundance. 


hazel and 


Certainly gardeners in many parts of 


the country have had pleasant sur- 
prises at the behavior of plants during 
this mild, but freakish, month. 


HEY say that first impressions are 
p praie the most lasting. I cannot 
think of the Louvre in Paris without 
envisioning its dark massive form in 
the heavy drizzle of an inhospitable 
night. It was my first evening in the 
French capital, and I 
Seine in the soft steady rain that often 
falls on the city in the early spring. 
There, out of the fog and rain, sud- 
denly loomed the Louvre, like a mon- 
ster, barely visible against the dark, 
inky sky. Call it first impression or 
whatever you may, in that aspect it 
took on a more lasting appeal and a 
subtler beauty than by the light of day. 


crossed the 


PASSED acountry garden the otherday 
I while driving through New Hamp- 
shire and noticed that the place was 
literally alive with birds. To be sure, 
shrubs in it, but I 


there were many 
could not see a fruit in sight, for every- 
thing had been picked clean. A second 
glance told the story. Great heads of 
sunflower seed fastened to tall poles 
the Evidently the 


were attraction. 
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country woman who lives there grows 
the sunflower down back somewhere 
especially for the birds. Without any 
expense and a little effort, she had 
made her winter garden something of 
a bird sanctuary. No doubt she had 
suet and bread and other food items 
available, too, but these I did not see. 


OULD you consider it strange if 
WV you were invited to dinner and 
did not find flowers on the dining ta- 
ble? Or would you notice this 
lack? Recently, I was talking to a 
woman city planner and landscape 


even 


architect from western Germany just 
starting on a nationwide tour of this 
country to study city planning, who 
was much surprised not to find flowers 
on the dining tables when invited to 
dinner on three occasions her first 
invitations. There were candles and 
other decorative pieces, she explained, 
but no flowers! In her country or in 
Europe this would be unheard of, 
as no matter how simple or informal 
the dinner, a bouquet is always an in- 


dispensable part of the meal. 


ASHIONS in flowers like fashions in 
F clothes change from time to time, 
and sometimes it’s pleasant to antici- 
pate a revival of interest in a deserving 
group of plants that might be used 
more abundantly in present day gar- 
dens. taken the 
country by storm. Gloxinias are work- 


African violets have 


ing their way up, and so, too, are all 
kinds of geraniums, with miniature 
types leading the list at present. For 
some time, there has been a tremen- 
dous revival of enthusiasm for fuchsias 
on the west coast. So, we ought to take 
a look at the possibilities of these hand- 
some plants for pot culture as well as 
general garden use. Like tuberous be- 
gonias, they thrive in partial shade 
and bloom superbly in summer. Spe- 
cies and hybrids are numerous, with 
new kinds appearing almost annually. 
The flower forms are fascinating, and 
the plants have a kind of opulence 
that would enhance many a terrace 
or outdoor living room. 


A rHOUGH the battle of the bugs is a 
seemingly endless one, insecti- 
cide manufacturers are endeavoring to 
make control methods as easy as pos- 
sible. Several preparations now on the 
market are equipped with a simple 
sprayer which makes it easy to reach 
all surfaces of the leaves and stems. 
The fact that these gadgets are easy 
to use and amazingly effective makes 
the job of spraying an easy chore 
rather than an annoying task. Most 
present day kitchen sinks are equipped 
with syringes which make it compara- 
tively simple to give plants weekly 
baths as a further control measure for 
those pests which thrive in the hot, 
dry 
We are told the number of insects and 


atmosphere of average homes. 


diseases which attack plants is ever 
increasing, but it is gratifying to know 
control measures are improving. 





Our Covers 


ALPH CORNELL of Los Angeles, 
California, made the front cover 
photograph for Horticulture this 
month. His subject is the King palm 
(Archontophoenix cunninghamia). 
This majestic tree, native to Aus- 
tralia, thrives in mild climates where 
frosts are light and abundant water 
is available. Outdoors, it grows well 
in Florida and the balmier sections 
of California, and is a common 
greenhouse plant in cooler locations. 
Described by L. H. Bailey as ‘‘one 
of the most graceful and stately 
palms in cultivation’’, this species is 
attractive throughout the year, with 
its straight, smooth trunk surmounted 
by a crown of superb foliage. How- 
ever, it reaches the climax of its 
beauty when it carries a cluster of 
combined flowers and fruits emerg- 
ing from the trunk, at the base of the 
leaves. Flowers are amethystine blue 
in a billowing shower of softly con- 
toured stems that hang gracefully. 
Flower stems and petioles change to 
brilliant yellow as the seed vessels 
develop into rich, vermilion-colored 
capsules, the size of small olive 
seeds. Since the flowering period 
lasts several months, it is common to 
see both flowers and ripe fruits clus- 
tered beneath the graceful crown. 


OSEF MUENCH, noted west coast 

photographer, made our back 
cover photograph. The golden Cali- 
fornia poppies and the desert co- 
reopsis blend beautifully to make 
a bouquet on a sheltered Arizona 
hillside. There spring color depends 
on the amount of rainfall in late 
winter and early spring. If the 
season is dry, the tiny seeds remain 
dormant and the spring display is 
usually meager. 














Above: Wood ducks sun- 
ning under a camellia. 


Right: The handsome 
green wing teal drake 
and two ducks in the pit. 


HE use of ornamental birds to 
enhance the beauty of blossom- 
ing plants was customary in cer- 

tain remote countries in ancient times. 


More recently, some Oriental people, 


whose taste for natural beauty is more 


inclusive than ours, have placed in 
their gardens caged crickets, doves, 
ducks, pheasants, cranes, peafowl and 
swans. In Elizabethan England, the 
hum of bees at their hive was con- 
sidered an important attraction in a 
bed of flowers 

In winter, a glassed-in pool, with 
the sound of trickling water, orna- 
mented by living waterfowl and set 
off by lush ground covers and flower- 
ing plants, brings together in a small 
area some of the attractions of summer. 

My winter enclosure for this purpose 
follows fairly closely the description 
of a sun-heated pit in the book Winter 
Flowers in the Sun-heated Pit, by Taylor 
and Gregg. Only this one is smaller, 
covering a space 12 feet square. The 


60 


Birds Live 
in My 
Pit Garden 


ground inside is three feet below the 
grade. This sunken floor is warmer 
winter and cooler 
to produce 
those in a 


than outdoors in 
in summer, thus tending 


temperate conditions like 
cellar. In one respect it differs from 
the usual sun-heated pit. The glass, 
which slants at a 45° angle, is reduced 
to only half the length of the south 
side. The rest of the lean-to roof, which 


might be glass, is boarded up, in- 
sulated and shingled. In this way there 
is an air space inside not reached by 
sunlight. Thus the pit does not become 
overheated when the sun shines, which 
would be uncomfortable or even disas- 
trous to the occupants. Nor is it much 
chilled at night. 

In spite of the reduced amount of 
glass, sunshine across and 
reaches plants on the whole north side. 
Only the south corners are without 
sun and one of these is used for the 
pool. The north wall is against a 
heated building and the sun provides 


sweeps 


John T. Coolidge, 


Milton, Massachusetts 


WASH DRAWING AND PHOTOS BY THE AUTHOR 


the only other heat. A door at the 
west end can be opened on mild 
afternoons to permit the direct sun- 
light to enter through a screen door. 
There is a large hinged hatch cover 
in the roof above the sash which can 
be opened by pulling a rope to give 
the birds outdoor air whenever the 
daytime temperature is above frost. 
The pool is seven feet square and 
seven inches deep. For teal, it needs 
only five inches of water. A deeper 
pool would be unnecessarily wasteful. 
Plants chosen which would 
weather a slight freeze, since the birds 
to be selected were hardy enough to 
live outdoors in any weather. Two 
camellias six feet high are growing in 
the ground and bloom profusely every 
Below grade the concrete 
block walls are covered by dwarf 
euonymus (FE. kewensis) and Kenil- 
worth ivy (Linaria cymbalaria). Cym- 
bloom here in 


were 


winter. 


bidium orchids pots 


and are moved outdoors in summer. 
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For ground cover, selaginella occupies 
the dark corners and a lawn of winter 
rye mowed short covers the sunlit 
parts. A few clumps of dwarf bamboo 
complete the planting. Aquatic and 
bog plants are not suitable, since the 
birds tear them out. 

After the ground covers are well 
established, the birds may be selected. 
If native wild birds are to be chosen, 
federal and state permits must be ob- 
tained. Foreign birds need no permit. 

My first choice for occupants of 
the pit was a pair of green-wing teal 
which have now lived there four years. 
They are the smallest of our wild 
ducks hardly bigger than a pigeon 

so small, in fact, that they do not 
disturb the vegetation, and they are 
as easy as a pigeon to feed. The drakes, 
with their deep chestnut heads and 
lustrous, metallic-green feathers and 
face bands, are among the most hand- 
some of our native ducks. 


Wood Ducks Brilliantly Colored 


A pair of wood ducks was added for 
one winter. These are gorgeously col- 
ored birds not outshone in brilliance 
by a background of camellias. Teal 
and wood ducks seem perfectly con- 
tented in confinement. In their pool 
they splash the water into a turmoil 
in their lively enjoyment of it, dashing 
in circles under water and leaping in 
and out, sometimes swimming, some- 
times flying. Both pairs grew tame, 
eating from my hand or biting shoe- 
strings which perhaps they mistook 
for worms. 

Yet four birds were too many for 
so small a space, and when summer 
came the wood ducks were set free. 
That they had been content was shown 
by their reluctance to depart. They 
spent the summer on the lawn, some- 
times flying to a nearby pond and later 
scaling down out of the sky back to 
the lawn again for supper. When 
autumn and time to migrate came, 
they joined some wild wood ducks on 
the pond. Their absences grew longer 
and they finally disappeared. Wood 
ducks are perching birds of wood- 
land ponds and in confinement en- 
joy a high perch. 

There are many other handsome 
surface-feeding ducks of moderate size 
whose selection is a matter of personal 
choice: blue-wing and cinnamon teal, 
widgeon and the Chinese mandarin. 

I have tried Lady Amherst pheas- 
ants from China which the Chinese 
call the flower pheasants because of 
their brilliance. This bird looks much 
at home among bamboos and camel- 

See page 67 
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Reserve Bulbs NOW for Spring Planting 


Miniature GLADIOLUS 


RARE GEMS, including several 
not previously available 


The miniatures have taken the country by storm. Many con- 
sider them the finest of all flowers for floral arrangements. 
Light, airy spikes of great beauty which have unlimited possi- 
bilities for Centerpieces, Corsages and Small Vases. 


Choose from these Varieties 


ATOM—Deep scarlet with white picotee edge 

BOPEEP— Dainty salmon-pink, cream throat stippled pink 

BURNT ORANGE— Blend of apricot and orange 
CRINKLETTE— Good ruffled brick-red salmon 

DAINTY MISS—Exquisite blush or light pink 

DOLORES-— Gorgeous pink with white throat 

FAIR Y— Gorgeous light lavender of good form 

FLICKER— Gay orange with yellow throat 

HOKUS POKUS—Deep yellow with bizarre red blotch 

ITO— Distinctive ecrly yellow and orange bicolor 

LOVELINESS— Attractive shrimp pink with white throat 

NADIA— Exquisite salmon pink, golden throat 

OSAGE—Very good orange-red variety 

SALMON RUFFLES—Pure salmon, rose-pink feathered throat... 
SNOW BABY—Becutiful tall pure white 

WHITE RAYS—Lovely white with lavender cast 

YELLOW BIRD—Outstanding deep yellow. 26’ flower heads... 
RAINBOW MIXTURE—Fine assort. of Miniatures, over 15 var... 


25 Bulbs or over at the 100 rate 
We will select the best varieties for you from the above 
COLLECTION A—200 Bulbs, 25 each 8 var... $24.00 
COLLECTION B—400 Bulbs, 50 each 8 var... 45.00 
COLLECTION C—600 Bulbs, 50 each 12 var... 62.50 


BURNETT BROS., Inc. 


“Seed Merchants and Growers—Since 1905"° 


Dept. C, 92 Chambers St., New York 7, N. Y. 


Telephone: BArclay 7-6138 and 7829 


Per 100 





"You Can't Beat 
says this successful Rose Enthusiast 
@ 


“| have about 110 Hybrid Tea Roses, and have made a hobby of 
raising them for 35 years. For conditioning the soil and bringing 
up new shoots, you can’t beat HYPER-HUMUS. The best for im- 
proving Root Systems and holding moisture in the soil. It's great! 
Write to Ray Koon of Waltham Field Station and see what he says!” 


— A. F. Barstow, Malden, Mass. 
Give your Roses, Annuals and Perennials the benefit of 


HYPER-HUMUS CULTIVATED PEAT. Ask your garden supply 
dealer. 


Write Us for Special Bulletin, “Make Top-Soil Out of Sub-Soil”’ 





HYPER-HUMUS COMPANY, Box 24, Newton, N. J. 


Painted Feather Plan 


(Vriesia Marie) In bloom $8.95 postpaid U.S. A. 


An exotic lime-green Bromeliad with startling red and vellow flower 


spike that lasts 5 months. 


BEAUTIFUL FOLIAGE PLANTS 


Alocaslas, Crotons, Bromeliads, Episcias, Philodendrons, many others. 


See color photos this issue. 


FINE HYBRID ORCHIDS, mature plants and seedlings. 


er-Hum 





| Send 25¢ for our color catalog of orchids and foliage plants 





Alberts & Merkel Bros., Ine. 
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Clippings from 


CLUBS and 
SOCIETIES 


New Rose, Mojave, and Originator Honored 


Mojave, an orange hybrid tea rose that 
All-America 


also recognized in European competitions 


won the Award for 1954, was 


announced winner of the 
highest award at both 
Roses Nouvelles at the Bagatelle Gardens, 
Paris, France, and the Concours Interna- 


Roses at 


when it was 


the Concours des 


tional de Geneva, Switzerland 


H. C. Swim, director of research at Arm- 
strong Nurseries, Ontario, Calif., and orig- 
inator of Mojave, was presented with the 
Bagatelle Gold Medal Award by French 
Consul General Raoul Bertrand 
Geneva’s Cup and Gold Medal Certificate 
General Dr. Walter 


Schmid as shown above 


and 


by Swiss Consul 
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Flower Show School 

The Garden Club of New Jersey is 
offering Course V of the 14th New Jersey 
Flower Show School on how to judge ex- 
hibits, at the First Baptist Church, 226 
Livingston Ave., New Brunswick, N. J., 
on March 23-24. Examinations on March 
30. For reservations write Mrs. Roswell 


Hait, Hanover, N. J 


Historic Annapolis Week 

Maryland Day, March 25, 
the opening of Historic Annapolis Mary- 
land Week historic 
showplaces of Annapolis will open their 
two days 


will mark 


when several dozen 


doors to the public, each for 
Several recently restored colonial struc- 
tures of the city will be opened for the 
occasion, the proceeds of which go toward 
the restoration and preservation program 
of the society. Inquiries may be directed 
to Historic Annapolis, 64 State Circle, 


Annapolis, Md. 


Shade Tree Conference 


February 17-19 are the dates for the 
%th annual meeting of the Mid-western 
Chapter of the National Shade Tree Con- 
ference to be held at the LaSalle Hotel, 
Chicago, Illinois. The purpose of the or- 
ganization is to encourage the planting of 
more shade trees, and in this connection 
an interesting program of speakers has 
been planned. The convention is open to 
all who wish to attend. 


Home Landscaping Course 


In March, the beginning of the garden 
season, The Massachusetts Department of 
will offer a short, 
the planning and 


University Extension 
intensive 
planting of home gardens and grounds. 
Meetings will be held at Sever Hall, Har- 
vard Cambridge, Mass. on 
Tuesday evenings from 7-9 p.M., starting 
March 2nd. Instructor: Brenda E. New- 
associate 


Fee: 


course on 
University, 


ton, landscape architect and 
editor, HortTicuLTURE MAGAZINE. 
$6.00. Address communications and enroll- 
ments to Massachusetts University Exten- 
sion, 200 Newbury St., Boston, Mass. 


Herb Garden for the Blind 


The Herb Garden for the Blind, staged 
by the New England Unit of the Herb 
Society of America at last year’s Spring 
Flower Show in Boston, was moved intact 
to Camp Sunlight for the Blind at Egypt, 
Massachusetts. Throughout the summer of 
°53, guests of the Massachusetts Association 
for the Adult Blind walked along the fra- 
grant paths, with their rustic handrails and 
toe guides, to enjoy the scents of Italian 
basil, rosemary, sage, mint, thyme, pepper- 
mint geraniums and other herbs 

Mrs. Howard Laskey of Carolina, R. I., 
was the designer of the outdoor nook, and 
members of the Garden Club of Scituate 
devoted their time to the maintenance of 
the garden. Chairman of the Unit is Mrs 
Mildred Mook, Charlestown, R. I 
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Alice Eastwood Grove 
1954 All-America 


In honor of Miss Alice Eastwood, noted Rose Selection 


botanist of San Francisco, the California 
Blossom and Wild Flower Association and 
friends, in cooperation with the California 
State Park Commission, are establishing 
the Alice Eastwood Grove in Prairie Creek 

Redwoods State Park, Humboldt County, > pomees vee oe oe is new and worth- 


California. Miss Eastwood, who died last At Mentor, in one of the world’s most carefully 
October, collected and named rare plants supervised nurseries, the work of testing and prov- 


. = i ead 2 ing goes on day after day. Each new introduction 
in nearly every county of California and is rigidly tested for quality, outstanding beauty and 
at the Cali- 


Wayside 
Wayside sets the style 


Yes, it's true —‘‘Wayside sets the style’’— bringing 


dependability before it is given Wayside’s stamp 


served as Curator of Botany af auaceal 


fornia Academy of Sciences. It is this strict adherence to the highest standards 
that has made Wayside Gardens America’s foremost 
introducer of superior quality new shrubs, prize 
roses, rare bulbs and hardy “pedigreed” plants 


Mojave 
TEA ROSE 


Rich, glowing. apricot 
orange highlighted with 
warm tints of nasturtium- 
red, scarlet and vermilion 


Medal to Rosarians 


Mr. and Mrs. Walter D. Brownell, Little 
Compton, Rhode Island, were awarded 
the distinguished service medal of the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden for their work in 
hybridizing roses for more than 50 years 
Dr. Avery, Director of the Garden, who 
made the award, explained that they had 
transmitted the subzero hardiness and re- 





orange rose to date. Hardy, vigorous 
plants produce elegant, long stemmed buds and _ perfectly 
formed flowers in great profusion. Radiant blooms seem to 
capture a desert sunset’s vivid brilliance 


Lilibet. Worthy new All-America winner. Clusters of fra- 
grant, dawn-pink flowers bloom lavishly on strong. sturdy 
plants. Ideal rose for hedges, borders and bed plantings 
Soasts better-than-average disease resistance 


VIBURNUM, Carlcephalum. Stunning English origination 

best new shrub introduced in 50 years. Large 6” clusters 
of very fragrant white flowers bloom extravagantly on grace 
ful G ft. plants. Grows anywhere—hardy at 10 below zero 
Plant Pat. #776. ; 


Mojave. Finest true 


sistance to diseases of Rosa wichuraiana to a 


number of significant rose forms 


Tour of Natchez 

This year, Natchez’ popular Pilgrimage 
will start on February 27 and continue 
through March 31, with 30 
houses of the deep South listed on the 
tour, among them Hawthorne (1814), 
Monmouth (1818), Oakland (1835), Elms- 
court (1810), The Briers (1812) and Ar- 
lington (1816). Among the special features 
will be the Confederate Pageant. For in- 
formation the Pilgrimage Head- 
quarters, Natchez, Miss. 


HIBISCUS 


beautiful 

New Super Giant HIBISCUS. The exotic Hibiscus, its 
flowers now developed to a magnificent degree in color, size 
and form offers more than sheer beauty of bloom. Bold bril- 
liant colors and lush, glossy green foliage of this versatile 
plant lends itself well to landscape usage 


Wayside’s new Super Giant Hibiscus have enormous flowers 
often measuring 10 to 12 inches in diameter, 50°) larger 
than any varieties yet offered. Spectacular new beauties will 
supply dramatic color in your garden from July until Sept. 


at 
? 
“¢é 
write New PHLOX. Blue Ridge. We recommend this winter 
hardy, creeping Phlox without reservation. Upright 4” stems 
are topped with clusters of loveliest blue flowers imaginable. 
Outstandingly beautiful small plant for shady places in bor- 
der or rock garden 

FRAGRANT 
SNOWBALL 


Carlcephalum 
New BARBERRY 


New LILAC 


Primrose. Another gorgeous 


New York Lectures 

Free lectures offered by the New York 
Botanical Garden on Saturday afternoons 
at 3:30 p.m. in the Museum Building of the 
Botanical Garden, Bronx Park, N. Y., are 
13, “Flowers of the West- 
Mountains,’ Harold Epstein; Feb. 
“Scandinavian and British Country- 
sides,” David D. Keck; Feb. 27, “A Travel 
Potpourri from New England to Gaspe,” 
H. Gantner; Mar. 6, ‘‘Wild Flowers of the 
Northeast,” G. L. Foster; Mar. 13, ‘‘Na- 
ture Subjects with Color Photography,” 


Jay T. 


as follows: Feb 
ern 
20, 


Fox 
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new Wayside exclusive — the 
only yellow lilac in exist- 
ence. When this rare and 
delightful new variety was 
displayed at the famous 
Chelsea Show in London, it 
caused a sensation. Luxuri- 
ant flower heads of soft, 
cream-yellow blend artisti- 
cally with the lilac, blue and 
lavender shades. We heartily 
recommend Primrose. Plant 
Pat. #1108 


Primrose 


* 


e 


2 
*%| Wayside 


81 MENTOR AVE. 


. 
\ 


4 


ad 


» 


Crimson Pygmy. You will 
be enchanted with this ex- 
citing new miniature, red 
leafed Barberry. Its charm 
and radiant color are quite 
irresistible. Slow growing 
bushy plants have bronzy 
blood-red leaves that sparkle 
and glisten in the sunlight 
New growth is several shades 
lighter. Crimson Pygmy is 
stunning in front of shrubs, 
along walks or as a specimen 
plant. Never requires prun- 
ing. We consider this the 
best dwarf shrub ever offered 


DWARF 
BARBERRY 
Crimson Pygmy 


SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST 
HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


Unquestionably, Wayside Gardens’ catalog is the finest 
offered anywhere. Almost 200 pages, with hundreds of 
illustrations and accurate descriptions of the 
flowering shrubs, rare bulbs, 
A valu- 


“trune-color™ 
world’s newest and best roses 
perennials and ‘pedigreed’ root-strength plants 
able reference book with explicit cultural directions for 
each item. Every year, thousands of gardeners rely on Way- 
side's catalogs as their source of ideas and the finest, worth- 
while new planis. To be sure you get 
your copy, it is necessary that you en- 
close with your request SO¢, coin or 
stamps for postage and handling costs 


Gardens 


MENTOR, OHIO 











The Massachusetts Horticultural Society eA nnounces 


THE 125th ANNIVERSARY 
NEW ENGLAND SPRING FLOWER SHOW 
Mechanics “Building, “Boston 
Steer Meee MARCH 14-20 


SUNDAY. MARCH 14 Each Member of the Massachusetts 


MONDAY (through SATURDAY 


10:00 A.M. fo 10:00 P.M. $1. 50 


Horticultural Society Receives 


One Free Admission Ticket 
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(= = WHAT’S NEW 
) for 
GARDENERS 


aid 


[he ay 


ROPER humidity is one of the important 
factors in the successful rooting of cut- 
tings. A new method of supplying 
moisture to cuttings in the greenhouse is 
the “‘mist method.” In research conducted 
at Cornell's Experiment Station, the use 
of mists speeded growth on carnations, 
roses, chrysanthemums and other plants. 
Automatically-timed mist sprayers, operat- 
ing two minutes in every six, reduce the 
loss of water from plants almost completely 
and eliminate shading. Chrysanthemum 
cuttings were rooted in 8-10 days in full 
light, while 18-21 days were required 
under the regular methods. One thousand 
cuttings were rooted without a single loss. 
Storing unrooted carnation cuttings for 
seven months is a new discovery for scien- 
tists at Cornell’s Experiment Station. When 
stored in cellophane bags at 31 degrees, 
the cuttings rooted and developed nor- 
mally. Rooted carnation cuttings were also 
kept four months in storage, and rooted 
and unrooted cuttings 
a month and a half. Cuttings are best 
stored dry, without being permitted to 
soak up water first. Cuttings should be 
kept moist with a mist spray for five days 


chrysanthemum 


after coming out of storage. 

A new hormone type herbicide, MCP 
(2-methyl 4-chlorophenoxyacetic acid), 
will kill the common or European bar- 
berry, the host which harbors the rust 
disease of wheat, oats, barley and rye. 
Tests were conducted in Pennsylvania by 
the USDA’s Bureau of Entomology and 
Plant Quarantine, and control is best 
where the bushes grew most abundantly. 
Only a small quantity of the chemical, 
applied as a spray, is needed to kill a 
barberry bush. 

In experimenting with day and night 
lengths in the growing of hemlock (7 suga 
canadensis) seedlings, scientists at the Con- 
necticut Agricultural Experiment Station 
found that best growth followed moderate 
chilling to break dormancy, also short 
night lengths and moderate temperatures 
during the day. By artificially controlling 
day length and temperatures, small hem- 
locks may be grown indoors during any 
season of the year. Plants grew best at 
temperatures kept constantly at 60°-75°, 
while low night temperatures, dropping 
to 45°, slowed down growth. 

Growers of asparagus will be pleased to 
know about the new weed killer, CMU, 
which may be used in established asparagus 
beds. ‘The small amount of two pounds per 
acre per season has kept asparagus beds 
free from annual weeds and grasses for 
eight weeks and more. Field tests tried in 
Michigan, Massachusetts, Illinois, Cali- 
fornia and other states indicate that the 
chemical may be applied one to four weeks 
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before cutting, immediately after cutting or 
at both times. Low dosages of the material 
are now being used to control weeds in 
sugar cane and pineapple fields. Where 
complete killing of all vegetation is desired, 
40 pounds of CMU will keep an acre tree 
of plant growth for an extended period. 


Rose Debutantes 


From page 53 


spreading and are well “furnished” 
with large, semi-glossy leaves. 

Dark red flowers, which 
fade nor blue on low-growing (two- 
foot) neat, compact plants, are the 
outstanding qualities of Red Favorite, 
produced by the late Mathias Tantau. 
The semi-double flowers (12 to 14 
petals) are velvety. 

Cumsers: The everblooming pillar 
roses are still being carried under 
number at the Brownell Rose Research 
Gardens. Their Red #73 is typical of 
the group, being vigorous, hardy and 
prolific in bloom. It is semi-double, 
large and fragrant. Other colors, in- 
cluding pink, yellow and white, are 
also available. 

Oruer Types: Tinker Bell is the 
first miniature to have a true rose- 
pink color. The tiny (1'4”), well- 
formed, vivid blooms have 55 to 65 
petals and are long lasting. The plants 
are bushy, upright and about eight 
inches high, with foliage which is 
tiny, heavy-textured and grass-green. 
The season of bloom starts early and 


neither 


ends late. 

Too seldom now are we offered good 
rugosa varieties. Frau Dagmar Har- 
topp is a low-growing (12-18) new- 
comer which produces silvery-pink 
blooms from June until frost. The foli- 
age is wrinkled, dark green and at- 
tractive. Hardy, disease-resistant and 
easy to grow, this variety does well in 
poor soils and is especially valuable 
for windswept or seaside plantings. 


Iris Society Awards 

The American Iris Society has awarded 
its Hybridizer’s Medal to William J. Mc- 
Kee, Worcester, Massachusetts, and to 
Carl S. Milliken, Altadena, California, iris 
introducers. The Medal for Distinguished 
Service to the Society went to Mrs. F. P. 
Walther, Montclair, New Jersey, who 
supervised the Presby Memorial Gardens 
for 25 years. 

Officers for the Society for 1954 are: 
president, Harold W. Knowlton, Auburn- 
dale, Mass.; first vice-president, Marion R. 
Walker, Ventura, Calif.; second vice- 
president, W. F. Scott, Jr., Ferguson, Mo.; 
secretary, Geddes Douglas, Brentwood, 
Tenn.; treasurer, Carl O. Schirmer, St. 


Joseph, Mo. 





Gardeners 


know: 
you Ww \ 


it a 
Homer Wurple 


Homer is the creative type. 

He likes to garden, and loves 

to make up his own plant foods. 

Is always dreaming up exotic com- 
binations like powdered elk horns, 
aspirin, dehydrated whale's milk and 
dried blood from the Chichi-Chichi 
bird. Hasn't hit a good formula yet. 
Is beginning to notice that his neigh- 
bors who use Vigoro have really 
beautiful gardens. 


There’s a bit of Homer in all of 
us. Gardening just wouldn’t be 
gardening if you couldn’t get ex- 
cited about new things. 

But in gardening, too, it’s nice 
to have “old reliables’’ to fall 
back on. Tried and true varieties 
of roses, for example. Also 
Vigoro—complete, balanced 
plant food. 

Vigoro just had to be good to 
get where it is. And each year, 
we make it better than the year 
before. That’s why amateur and 
expert gardeners have made 
Vigoro the most-used plant food 
in the world. What better proof 
of quality could you ask for? 

There are now two kinds: Reg- 
ular Vigoro ... and new Instant 
Vigoro that’s soluble in water. 
Both can make any plant grow 
and thrive even in plain sand. 





Regular VIGORO 
si | © 


| Instant VIGORO 


*Vigoro is the trade 
mark for Swift & 
Company's complete, 
balanced plant food. 








J DISTINCTIVE 
FENCING 


AND PLANT SCREENS 
The original basket- 
weave fence 


Delivered 
In Panels for 
Easy 
Erection 
SEND FOR BOOKLET 
OF OTHER DESIGNS 
. 


CHECK-R-BOARD 
FENCING CO. 


1204 E. Washington 
lane, Germantown, 
Philadelphia 38, Pa. 
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Grow plants with ease use 


with VITA-PLANT Bands 

Nourish new plants, pre- 

vent root shock when 

transplanting. Gain 1-3 

weeks’ growing time. 

Fict size 8Y," x 6%," x 

Z 2%". Flat and 12 bands, 

5 for $1.25. 10 for $2.00 postpaid. 


SNAPDRAGON GARDEN 


Beovtiful toll spikes of rust-resistant snapdragons. 
One full-size pocket of each of 
following colors: rose, white, pink, 
crimson, yellow, cherry. All 
6 packets, postpaid - - - 25¢ 
Send Today For Your 
FREE SEED CATALOG 
Our 67th year. Big free 80-page 
<satalog features many new items. 
Here ore just a few: Cactus Flowering 
Zinnia Blaze, 25¢ pkt. (2 pkts. 45¢) 
Wisconsin Golden 900 Hybrid Sweet 
Corn - 15¢ pkt. (2 pkts. 25¢) 
Bells of Ireland, 20¢ pkt. (2 pkts.35¢) : 


L. L. OLDS SEED co. ~ 
iam 9 BCL mee dL 





ground cover 
for banks and 
shady places 
100 Big Clumps $13.00 (1000, $98) 


For hard-to-mow places plant Myrtle (Vinca Minor), 
the sturdy, neat ground cover that stays green all 
winter. Beautiful blue flowers in May. Resists insects 
ond disease. Our big, heavy clumps with 12 or more 
stems con be plonted 2 ft. apart on level, 14 ft 
on slopes. You cover large areas for little money 


«- DWARF FRUITS 


Apples Apricots Cherries 

7 Pears Peaches Plums 
Orig bearers—easy spray & pick 
2-year-old Any two $8.00 
3-year-old Any two $10.50 


Tr, 
& ' KELSEY NURSERY SERVICE 





Highlands, N. J. Dept. H-3 
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_ © SAVE PLANTS! 
x BOSTWICK PUSH-BUTTON 
ZEA 
! 
—— 


Ry 


.* House Plant 
INSECT SPRAY 


PROTECTS: African Violets ‘ 
Ivy, Rubber Plants, Begonias. 


\ 


~~ 


ms: 


KILLS: Aphids, Spider Mites 
Thrips, Meoly Bugs, others 


SAFE: Use os directed inside 
and outside. Hormless to 
humans and pets. Economical 


vA r ABORA R BR EPORT 5 NN 
Imported Orient strain giant hybrids. 
Gorgeous blooms 7” to 9” across in 
rich colors shipped mixed only. 8”’ cir- 
cumference bulbs $2.25 each —- 3 for 


$5.95 6 for $10.50 postpaid. Remit 
with order please. 


JOHNSON BROS. 
P. O. Box 463 Bound Brook, N. J. 





Oregon Grown 


GLADIOLUS 


$0 Leading varieties illustrated in natural colors 
Send for our big descriptive folder listing the 
very best of recent introductions 


Wdlite are fared 


Box 38-H BORING, OREGON 
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The February Greenhouse 


Fr om page 8 


flower in early winter and make excel- 
lent pot plants if given limestone in 
the soil. The daisy-like flowers are 
produced on long stems in shades of 
pink, coral, copper and white and 
remain in blossom a long time. 

It is doubtless true that sterilized 
soil will give the surest crop of seed- 
lings. The method of placing seeds, 
covered with sifted sphagnum moss, in 
the medium of a layer of expanded 
mica over unsterilized seed compost 
is also satisfactory, and much simpler. 
Seeds planted in tin cans, with holes 


Coelogyne in the writer’s greenhouse 


punched in the bottoms and _ filled 
nearly half full with drainage material, 
germinate well and often need but the 
initial watering before the seedlings 
appear. A seed compost of two parts 
loam, one part peat and one part sand 
to each pailful of which one dessert- 
spoonful of superphosphate and one 
level teaspoonful of ground limestone 
are added has given excellent results. 

If regular greenhouse 
grown mostly for cut flowers, few of the 
remarks in this article will apply. The 
writer has in mind the small green- 


crops are 


house containing assorted potted plants 


of many kinds which are the pride of 


most amateur winter gardeners and 
which become a puzzle to arrange for 
best effect. Observation will soon show 


which ones must have full sun, which 
must be close to the glass, which to 
elevate on inverted above the 
others and which to place in a shaded 
section of the house. When most of the 
plants are grown in pots, a complete 
rearrangement becomes necessary ev- 
ery few weeks as some plants are mak- 
ing strong growth while others are 


pots 


entering a rest period. 

The artistic effect should not be 
overlooked and with thought and care 
even the smallest house can become 
a perfect miniature garden if color 
schemes and other factors are con- 
sidered. Many flowering plants go 
by far too quickly because they receive 
too strong sunlight or because the 
temperature becomes excessive at mid- 
day or in the afternoon. Excessive heat 
from the sun does not hurt the plants 
so much as that from the heating plant, 
however. Clean windows, especially 
in winter, aid the healthy growth of 
plants and do not cut down the long 
infra-red light waves which influence 
the manufacture of food by the plants. 


Cool House Plants 

The 
temperature) as run by the average 
amateur is likely to contain a maxi- 
mum of flowering plants in February. 
Among the standbys are orchids, par- 
ticularly cypripedium, coelogyne and 
a plant of cymbidium, if there is room 
for it. A few begonias will stand the 
cool nights which are enjoyed by 
carnations, primulas, cyclamen, ger- 
aniums, fuchsias, hibiscus, felicias, jas- 
mines, eranthemum, ardisia, cestrum, 
assorted foliage plants, succulents and 
many others. The hardy bulbs are 
at their height and the South Africans, 
such as freesia and lachenalia, are also 
in flower. Instead of growing freesias 
in flats, well-staked, they are most 
attractive drooping over the edges of 


cool greenhouse (50° night 


hanging pots which must not be al- 
lowed to drip on plants beneath them, 
however. Lachenalias also like hang- 
ing pots close to the glass. Plastic bags 
with elastic, such as are used to cover 
food containers in refrigerators, can 
be slipped over the bottoms of the 
pots to catch the drip. 

No collection is complete without 
a few woody plants of azalea, sweet 
olive, daphne, camellia and the like 
which need to be kept at an even colder 
temperature before flowering. Bulbs, 
cacti and succulents also like a sojourn 
in a really cool place before active 
growth begins. Martha Washington 
geraniums fail to set flower buds unless 
much of the winter is spent at a tem- 


perature below 60°. 
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Birds in a Pit Garden 
From page 61 / LY . 
Be to raise your own 


lias, also of Oriental origin. But the 


species has a restless, timid nature and fl owers ; rom p ro + ess H ona | 


never grows as tame as the ducks. 
Other pheasants seem more content d d A ti 
in confinement. see $s an Irecrions 

One perching bird was in the pit for 
a short while. This was a cedar wax- 
wing found intoxicated by fermented 
pokeberries. His detention was defi- 
nitely illegal, but it saved him from 
the cat, and during his recovery he 
learned to take raisins from my hand. 
He made an attractive addition to the 
family of occupants until he was set 
free with the hope that he would not 
fall into intemperate ways again. 

The care of ornamental waterfowl 
is simple. A good fare, morning and 
night, is one part wheat to two parts 
of the pellets which grain dealers sup- 
ply for laying hens. They require the 
usual oyster shell and granite grit 
given to poultry, and teal need the 
small chick grit. Lettuce or other 
greens should be included. The wheat 
may be fed under water to avoid at- 
tracting rats. Pheasants receive the 
same fare as ducks, but, unlike ducks, 
they enjoy an occasional piece of fruit 


or some raisins. 


BALL SEEDS 


RUSADER —¢the new Petunia for ’54— 
are traditionally bred 


brilliant rose stripes on a large white ruffled 
flower! Each seed a florist-type Fi Hybrid 
with greater vigor, uniformity, and brighter 
color. Nothing like it! Limited supply— 
100-seed packet with cultural directions, only 
$1.50 postpaid—order yours now. 


for florists’ use. They 
are distinctive—not 
mass-produced—result 
from world exploration, 


af Dirt Y SEEDcraft—Your Guide to Better ete 
> Flowers—presents 116 special 
florist-quality strains with authentic, 
natural color photos. A unique and 
exciting catalog! Complete cultural 
directions included. SPECIAL: if you order 
this important book now, our plant-breeder 
As si ON as weather permits water to will include a pack of seeds of a brand new, 
remain outdoors without freezing, the unnamed purple Aster from his workshop...gratis! 
birds may be moved to an outdoor 


testing and stern 
selection. Special: Ball 
Floriculture Clinic 


When they were set free, the wood 


ducks spent the summer on the lawn. me 
individually answers 


any questions from 


users of our seeds. 


enclosure, also provided with a pool —<= 


CHICAGO 


where they can enjoy direct sunlight 
ILLINOIS 


or withdraw into shade. There they west 
can remain until their water freezes nt 
, ; : ; ' ct this 
in the fall. Meanwhile the ground in ed geeDcrArt. I" dedu a 
> nit c > « . reseede , for my COPY) aster seeds: Yee 
the pit can be spaded and reseeded Encloned 6 25% i your spec ADER (100, seed) pier oster 
first ore" kets SEED 
pac Send me 


om my 


and the water cleaned. 

In caring for these birds of wild 
origin, it is important to treat them 
gently, to avoid sudden movements SUCCESSFUL 
and to whistle when approaching so FLORISTS 
that they will not be startled. Catching address SOW Ball SEEDS 


them for transfer to different quarters re” 

is very disturbing to them and it a 

should be done as quickly as possible. NOW 
SEND COUPON 
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READER’S 
QUESTIONS 
ANSWERED 


GREENHOUSE GARDENING ot its BEST! — 
in ‘ialdor aluminum greenhouses ! 
g 


YEARS of pleasure—and profit if you wish— 
with a superb greenhouse that is really in- 
expensive! Put color in your home—relaxation in 
your life—year round! No other investment pro- 


N , " 
vides such long lasting satisfaction—such reloxa- fy forsythia and February daphne 


(Daphne mezereum) flowered a bit during 





tion and happi 


nde 
Above—the 9-ft. wide Aristocrat model in size 2—15' 5°’ 
long. Right—one of the many attractive Lean-to orrange- 
ments. Many other styles and sizes. Easily erected—easily 
extended— anytime 


for so modest a cost. 








And—for a longer season outdoors— 
CHASE PMGs (Portable Miniature Greenhouses) 


PROTECTION f 
—WHERE you ~ 
need it 
— WHEN you 
need it 
BETTER 
plonts— 
QUICKER 
20 in. high 
16 in. wide 
Frames and double 


strength glass to cover only ; 
in ten 18 in. units. y ft. $24 95 


Brochure PMG 18 on request. No COD's. 





leads the way! 


greenhouses. 


houses available —ANY WHERE! 





Ask for brochure 18—write now! 





WALDOR GREENHOUSES Box 188-XL SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS 


WALDOR 


FIRST—with the FINEST full line of 
ALL-ALUMINUM prefabricated 


Since 1946—the BEST green- 

















Cedar Fences 
Screen, picket, post & rail, 
hurdle. 


Sectional Buildings 
Garden tool houses, vaca- 
tion cabins, etc. 


Outdoor Furniture 
Smooth cedar, stands all 
weather. 


Visit our shop, write or call 


Walpole 70 for information 


WALPOLE 
WOODWORKERS 


767 EAST ST., WALPOLE, MASS. 








by * 


BEGONTAS 


CAMELLIA-FLOW ERED 
Positively breath-taking are 
these Camellia-flowered hybrids. 
Their spectacular PER DOZ. 
blooms are a 


masterpiece of $2.25 


symmetry. postpaid 


GLOXINIAS 


Gloxinias are fun to grow. Their 
beautiful bell shaped flowers and 


handsome leaves 

- 4M for 
will please the af 
most imaginative 81.00 


indoor gardener. postpaid 


HOLLAND 
BULB GARDENS 


P.O. Box H361 
IPSWICH, MASSACHUSETTS 


November and December. Will I get any 
bloom in the spring? 

Trees and shrubs that flower in the early 
spring will often flower sparingly through 
the winter during mild spells. It happens 
often with flowering quince, winter honey- 
suckle (Lonicera fragrantissima) and pussy 
willow, not to mention such winter bloom- 
ers as cornelian cherry and the spring 
witch-hazels. Unless there is an unusual 
cold spell, this blooming will not harm 
them and they should flower normally in 
due time. 


I am interested in an unusual ground 
cover that would be evergreen and attrac- 
tive in the winter. 

Both pachysandra and myrtle or peri- 
winkle, well known ground covers, would 
be appropriate because they are green all 
year round. But for something unusual, 
try the purple-leaf euonymus, Euonymus 
fortunei coloratus. It is a vine, with reddish- 
purple, inch-long leaves that take on a 
deeper olor in the winter. Because it 
stands taller, it is not so apt to be covered 
by light snow. 

= @ @ 


How can I remove the dust from the 
hairy leaves of African violets and pick-a- 
back plant? 

Dust from these plants and others with 
hairy leaves, such as gloxinias, may be 
removed with a soft camel’s hair brush. 
Washing the plants in warm water peri- 
odically is also a good practice. Let them 
dry off in the shade and not in the sun 
after their bath. 


I have a bouvardia as a house plant that 
is doing poorly. The lower leaves dry up 
and drop off one by one, and the new 
growth is straggly. 

Bouvardia is not a house plant, as it 
requires the humidity and strong light of 
a greenhouse. It needs a slightly alkaline 
soil that has plenty of humus. Keep in a 
sunny place, water freely when growing 
and keep at about 55° F. during the winter. 
After flowering in November or December, 
cut plants back and keep on dry side until 
January or February. 

2s 


Is it possible to grow geraniums into tree 
forms myself? 

Yes, and it is much fun. Start with four- 
or five-inch cuttings of some sturdy variety 
in mid-February (begin with more than 
you need) and when they are rooted a 
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month later, pot in 244” pots. Begin to | 

fertilize in April, and stake when plants 

are about 10” tall. Remove all side WBS es OLY, 
branches as they appear, and by Septem- RHOD 0 Na AS 2¢ 
ber, when plants are 30-36” tall, allow P 
branches to develop. Stop feeding and 
bring indoors in a sunny window or in a 
greenhouse at the end of the month. In the 
spring of the second year, they will be 
ready for flowering. Pinch shoots back to 
make tops bushy and to stimulate flower- 
ing wood. Transfer to the garden, and give 
the usual care required by geraniums. ‘Tree 
geraniums, inc identally, are known as ii Sst otint e siissidieciebeaamdi tte 
“standards,” as are heliotropes, lantanas, sient wih @ tile a: anak ane ets deen eae oe tecteie.... 


th t 12 inches. ! 12tol5Si 
oorth, chert 12 tates geous bloom from  'PPed.!2to!5 inches. A limited number of 
Express on 25, about Express on 25 about 
bushy, heavy clumps, 


form. : May to July. 
$2.50, on arrival. $5.00 on arrival. 18 to 24 inches high. 
(25) (100) Kalmia (Mountain Laurel) (25) (100) Pint ond 
$12.00 $42.00 (Pink-white, June) $27.50 $100.00 d-vconncbatper ypatih-e 
selection of varieties 


Is cottonseed meal a good fertilizer to Rhododendron 
10.50 37.50 maximum (White, July) 27.50 100.00 re pee stare aaa 
- on orriva 


use on rhododendrons and other acid- oy rece aged ee 
"” -? 4 cen °, ? . . cofawbiense ose, June ° 

loving plants? What is it composed of: 16.00 58.00 carolina (Pink, May) 35.00 122.00 $16.75 

12.00 42.00 Leucothoe (White, May) 27.50 100.00 


Here are five kinds of native American flowering 
evergreens—the Aristocrats of all garden plants. 
All carefully dug and packed, not to be compared 
with ordinary collected natives. We ship tens of 
thousands a year to small gardens and large estates 
—many repeat orders. Need acid soil, humus, mois- 
ture and part shade, but no cultivation. 





fuchsias and roses when trained into that 











Cottonseed meal is one of the best ferti- 
lizers to use on rhododendrons, azaleas, 
camellias, blueberries and other acid- 


SPECIAL OFFER A: 2 each of SPECIAL OFFER C: 1 each of 
Size 1, 10 plants, Postpaid . Size 2, 5 clumps, Postpaid 
loving plants. It contains about 7% nitro- SPECIAL OFFER B: 5 each of SPECIAL OFFER D: 5 each of 
Sais ae Size 1, 25 plants, Exp. not pd.... 5 Size 2, 25 clumps, Exp. not pd.... 
gen, 2.5% phosphorus and 1.5% potash. 


It can be applied to the surface or mixed 

in with the soil. Superphosphate may also 4 - M LOC KS Y 12 to 15 inches high, 
be used with it. ; ¢ twice transplanted, 
(Entirely Nursery Grown) 


Do blueberries require any pruning? 2 f r +1 
If so, when? 0 


Prune blueberries in early spring to , ‘ 
wee Quick-growing, handsome ever- 
maintain vigorous growth, to prevent over- greens. Grow in sun or shade. 
bearing and to keep bushes from becoming Hemlock makes the most beauti- 
ful of all hedges. (Space 18 inches 
’ - Sa Pe oe apart in row). These trees are 
broken branches and bearing twigs that hesty Gorenalie, deel dion fer 
are too close to the ground. Then remove safe shipping. Express on arrival 
all twiggy growth, leaving only new, vigor- ($1.50 to $2.00). 
Larger quantities: 100 for $70. 1000 for $650. 
» ey Smaller Sizes (10 to 12 inch), same age (6 years), also twice 
transplanted: 25 for $16, 100 for $60. 
Larger Sizes (15 to 18 inch) 7 years 
field grown: 25 for $35, 100 for $130. 


too dense and twiggy. Remove dead and 


ous shoots, six inches or more in length. 


Is it necessary to protect Christmas 
roses with a frame and glass where there 
is ice and snow? : as é re CR poet : 

sie aA so, Pane! ; TWICE TRANSPLANTED EVERGREENS... Yews, pines, spruces, 

If Christmas PERS SES Erewe Ie ACee etc. fully described in our catalogue. ‘“T'wice transplanted’? means bushier 
where snow and ice occur regularly, or roots, sturdier plants. 
north of New York City generally speak- 
ing, some protection is desirable to pre- Bargains in Sturdy Young Shade Trees 
serve the flowers against these elements 
and continued very cold days. Some gar- AGER (Maple = om oe Cee 
deners always grow them in ‘coldframes, Rubrum (Red Maple) 4to6 ft. $15.00 $125.00 | PLATANUS(Amer.Sycamore) 4to5ft. 12.50 95.00 
but simple wooden frames can be placed CtoSR. 250 1080 St0SR. 22.50 175.00 

135.00 POPLAR Carolina 4to5ft. 10.00 85.00 
Lombardy 5to6ft. 6.50 55.00 
Bolleana 4to5ft. 11.00 95.00 











around plants at the beginning of the sacchorum (Sugar Maple) St06R. 15.00 
6to8ft. 22.00 180.00 


flowering period and framed glass placed BETULA (Birch) 


on these before stormy weather. populifolia (Gray 4to5ft. 18.00 140.00 SALIX (Willow 
papyrifera (paper) 4to5ft. 18.00 140.00 Babylonica (Weeping) 4to5ft. 9.50 85.00 


CLADRASTIS (Yellow-wood) 4to6ft. 27.50 200.00 Wisconsin (Hardy Wpg.) 4toSft. 9.50 85.00 
Golden Weeping (Niobe) 4to5ft. 9.50 85.00 


CORNUS Merida (dagwood) 400M. 25.00 20000 .orare mountain Ash)  St0Sft. 19.00 175.00 
JUGLANS nigra (Walnut) = StoGft. 11.00 80.00 tyiacAmericanLinden)  4toSft. 15.00 120.00 
LIQUIDAMBAR (Sweet Gum) 4toSft. 14.00 120.00 — y_mus (American Elm 5to6ft. 18.00 145.00 
LIRIODENDRON (Tulip)  4to5ft. 12.50 95.00 pumila (Siberian) 5to6ft. 15.00 130.00 


How should I care for a calla lily be- 
gonia? Mine just barely keeps alive. 

The calla lily begonia is a temperamen- 
tal house plant that resents the dry over- 
heated atmospheres of our apartments and 
living rooms. Keep your plant in an east 
or west window where temperature does 


not go below 60° F. at night. Do not over- 
water (try watering from below) and use a KELSEY NURSERY SERVICE 


humusy soil as for all begonias when re- 
Address Correspondence to Dept. H2, Highlands, N.J. 


5 of one kind at 10 rate, 50 at 100 rate. 


"How and why” catalogue FREE with each order, or sent for 10c. 


potting. Cool summers, such as charac- 
terize northern New England where they 
SANIT x 2 


are grown with great success, are needed. 
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INEXPENSIVE GREENHOUSES 
for indoors or out. Clear nine-inch 
diameter plastic from air- 
borne diseases, light frost, hail. Two 
placed together trom attractive mod 
ern display for houseplants. Keeps 
out dust. Keeps in moisture. Admits 
ultra-violet rays. Washable. Ideal for 
growing or increasing African Violets 
and other plants. Complete instruc- 
enclosed. Fully guaranteed. 
Low Price Six for $2.50 


protects 


tions 
New 
postpaid, 

PLASTI-PLANT HOOD CO. 
Box 93C Elmhurst 73, N. Y. 

















WMayfacrs 
NEW HANDBOOK OF 


RARE ALPINES AND 
ROCK PLANTS 


Our new Handbook (issued about Feb. 15 

s chuck full of information about the 

slpines and rock garden plants most suited t 

American gardens. It gives complete descriptions 
ed cultural directions for about 675 

cies and varieties, with many photos 
nts. A desired addition to 

rs library 


PAPER COVER EDITION — 50 CENTS 
Hard Cover, Plastic Bound Edition — $1.00 
No r 


amps please 


Get Acquainted Offer 


12 Rock Plants, all different 
25 Rock Plants all different 


$3.85 
$7.35 


elections of the be 


F.O.B. Hillsdale 


MAYFAIR NURSERIES 
Box 87-C, Hillsdale, New Jersey 


Free Price List on Reque 























Large Flower 
GLOXINIA:-: 


Newest Belgian imports — noted for 
their larger flowers, and abudance of 
bloom — for months of continuous 
enjoyment. Rich vel- 
vety foliage. Most 
beautiful of house 
plants. 
COLORS: VIOLET, CRIMSON, 
WHITE, ETC., MIXED: 
3 Bulbs for $.90 
10 Bulbs for $2.60 
25 Bulbs for $6.25 postrain 
Send for Catalog 
STASSEN FLORAL GARDENS, INC. 
Dept. 14, ROSLYN HEIGHTS, N. Y. 


New Annuals Tried in 1953 


His past season, I tried a number of 


the newly-introduced annuals. Among 
the snapdragons, first place goes to 
the hybrid mixture Hit Parade. 
were pure and clean, without the muddi- 


Colors 


ness and’‘streaks of many strains. These 
“snaps” are tall, rather slender, with wiry 
stems. I started the seed the latter part of 
February and set the plants in the garden 
April 11 hardening them off. 


Imagine my dismay the next morning to 


without 


find them covered with five inches of snow. 
However, when it melted, the young plants 
looked better than ever. They started to 
Memorial Day and 
tinued all summer. Stocks, transplanted at 


bloom before con- 
the same time, were also improved by the 
snowfall 

The tetraploid 
largest in size, both as to plants and blos- 


snapdragons are the 


soms [They are also more resistant to 
damping off in the seedling stage. I have 
tried the so-called double “snaps” for sev- 
eral years, but they do not compare with 
those of C. H. Lothrop, Lexington, Mass., 


which are truly double. 


Comments on Stocks 

For a number of years I have grown 
stocks, sometimes carrying the seedlings 
through the winter in the coldframe. Even 
though the temperature approached zero 
most of them survived. The new Trysomic 
mixture of stocks was rather disappointing, 
because the blossoms were smaller than the 
usual out-of-doors strain, the Giant Im- 
perial branching type. This new strain is 
nearly 100°; double 
40 plants, | had only three or four which 
were single. I like to plant the non-branch- 
stocks, 


In fact, from about 


ing greenhouse type of because 
spaced about six inches apart, they give 
beautiful spikes in late May and the plants 
can be pulled out to make room for sum- 
mer flowering annuals. Pacific Pink, intro- 
duced this year, is a warm, luminous pink, 
with no lavender tint 


only the strongest plants, I had very 


By transplanting 
few 
singles 

Of all the single petunias I have grown, 
my favorite is Ballerina, the best of the 
hybrid grandiflora types. Its color, an in- 
tense salmon, blends well with many hues, 
and keeps well in the hot sun of July 
LaPaloma is a beautiful fringed white, with 
throat 


a yellow I have left Tango to the 


last of the grandiflora hvbrids, as it is 
practically the same color as the wonderful 
variety Comanche; Tango is fringed, how- 
ever. Comanche lived up to all the advance 
publicity. (See color plate on page 12 of the 
January 1954 issue of Horricutture.) Its 
that 
It blos- 


soms when small, and the vigorous plants 


color is an intense scarlet-crimson 


holds remarkably well all summet 


are a riot of bloom 
Pink Sensation is the best of the pink 


petunias. It makes larger plants in a 


shorter time than any other variety. How- 
ever, like all Fl hybrids, new seed must 
be purchased each year. This year I had 
a number of Pink Sensation which self- 
sowed from last year. None were as good 
as the original, and all had a_ bluish 
cast. 

Petunia Linda is reputed to be an im- 
provement on Silver Medal. Judging from 
one year’s try-out, I prefer Silver Medal. 
Linda grew more slowly, and the blossoms 
were smaller. Harris’ Purple Prince is the 
best deep violet-purple petunia I know. 
Its blossoms are large and wavy and have 
a velvety texture. Plants are as vigorous as 
the hybrids. 

To me, Popcorn is the outstanding 
large-flowered dwarf petunia. In fact, the 
budded plants I set out in the garden early 
in May were approximately eight inches 
tall on August 1 
with flowers, fully as large as Snowstorm. 
Ihe all-double mixture was better than 
ever. | do not think the general public 
realize how hardy petunias are. This year 


and were still covered 


all my petunias were in an uncovered cold- 
frame when the April snow fell, and, in 
fact, buds were showing. 

My biggest disappointment was a Pink 
Fairy ageratum. It started to bloom early 
in the greenhouse, with a pleasing shade of 
pink. However, planted out-of-doors in 
partial shade, where it received early 
morning sun, it soon became a dirty, al- 
most colorless white. Another disappoint- 
ment was the new multiflowered sweet pea. 
Plants were free flowering on exceptionally 
long stems. The longest stem was 18 inches, 
but a foot was a good average. However, I 
was dissatisfied with the narrow range of 
colors — white, rose and pink. My sweet 
peas germinated 90% by count. 

I have never been partial to zinnias, 
but the Floradale Scarlet and Riverside 
Beauty selections from the Burpee hybrids 
are excellent. The lacy, ruffled petals de- 
stroy the stiffness and coarseness of most 
large zinnias. Peppermint Stick gives a 
good percentage of striped blooms, but one 
should grow at least three dozen plants to 
get all the colors. 

KENNETH W. HouGHTON 
Dedham, Mass. 


Worthwhile Viburnums 


CCASIONALLY, a shrub or tree is in- 
troduced that is so outstanding it 
is sure to receive well-nigh universal 

acclaim wherever climatic conditions per- 
mit its growth. Such a shrub is Viburnum 
carlcephalum, which derives its name from 
a combination of its parents, 1. carlest and 
1”. monocephalum. The former, a native from 
the rigorous climate of north Korea, has 
proved hardy to 30° below zero in sheltered 
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locations, while the latter, from China, is 
not reliably hardy north of Philadelphia. 


However, by a lucky cross, an English 
breeder has combined in this shrub the 
wonderful fragrance and much of the 
hardiness of the former, with the stronger 
growth and large clusters of bloom of the 
latter. In addition, its fall foliage is even 
more highly colored than either. When first 
blooming here, V. carlcephalum attracted 
much attention, and my prediction is that 
it will largely replace V. carlest over much 
of the country. Just how far north it will 
grow is yet to be determined, but growers 
tell me it has stood as much as 12° below 
zero with no damage if sheltered. 


A word of caution should be given here 
to those planting any tree or shrub whose 
hardiness still has to be determined fully 
in their locality. When many gardeners 
get a scarce and high-priced plant, they 
are apt to feed it unusually well, causing 
late-season growth which fails to mature 
It is far better to plant untried material 
in moderately rich soil in a sheltered loca- 
tion. There, it will make a moderate, well- 
ripened growth that can withstand better 
the rigors of severe winter weather. In 
most cases, such material as this, after 
surviving its younger years, becomes har- 
dier. No doubt this is because it gets bette: 
established with maturity and growth 
naturally slows down with heavier bloom. 


Advice on Cuttings 


Incidentally, V’. carlesi roots readily from 
greenwood cuttings taken in early June, 
but the cuttings are well-nigh impossible 
to transplant without almost total loss. 
They can be handled successfully in a 
small way, however, if cuttings taken at 
the same time are placed where they can 
remain in ordinary soil, preferably in a 
shady location under glass jars. These will 
root quickly and later develop into very 
good specimens. In this way the disease 
that so frequently kills grafted plants of 
this variety is eliminated. Also the plants 
grow much better and fruit much more 


heavily. 


Viburnum burkwoodi roots readily from 
cuttings, and rooted cuttings transplant 
easily. However, from personal observa- 
tion and wide correspondence, it is not 
generally hardy much beyond the limits 
of the peach belt, except in specially fa- 


vored locations. 


Personally, I prefer Viburnum chenaultt, 
which I secured from France on its intro- 
duction there a number of years ago. It 
makes a more shapely plant of strong 
growth that is practically evergreen here 
in positions that are sheltered from strong 
winds. It usually seeds heavily, but its 
clusters of black berries, which ripen in 
late summer, seem to be a special favorite 
of birds, who soon strip the plants. This 
species, along with TV’. burkwood:, has stood 


as much as 15° below zero in some places. 


Cuester D. WeprRICK 
Simcoe, Ontario, Canada 
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SPECIAL ROSE OFFER 
YOU ASK FOR EVERBLOOMING CLIMBERS 


Here are 3 for all climates . 

tried and tested for hardiness 
% DREAM GIRL. Salmon-pink. Very fragrant. $2.25 each 
% INSPIRATION. = Sparkling silvery-pink. $2.25 each 
% TEMPTATION. Rosy red. $2.25 each 


PRODUCE FINEST BLOOMS IN FALL 


| omeadony || ALL 3 for $5.85 
7 A \ u 


Postpaid East of the Mississippi River 


Please add 10% elsewhere in U.S. A. 











| "Gems 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
The accurate descriptions and | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


beautiful color illustrations will 
help you compare the new All- 


VISITORS INVITED: Stock to take 
with you during planting season. 


America Rose Selections with the 
old favorites. 

lt will help you select just the 
right Perennials, both novelties 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| ! 
| and old favorites. Also Flowering bbi ® 
| Shrubs, Azaleas, Rhododendrons, 0 in At ins 
| Lilacs, ete. for your garden. 

| It's full of important growing 

! 

| 

| 

| 


information, habits, culture, etc. Quality plants for the Garden 


FREE 
EAST OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER 522 Paterson Avenue 
35¢ elsewhere in U. S.A 


East Rutherford, N. J. 


eee ee 


Tremendous Volume of M d L L I oO ind 


Our huge operations growing millions of TREES A YEA wy 
trees and shrubs yearly means we can 
offer some of America's outstanding 


sen eai Manat esate. INSURES GREATEST VALUES 


our free Catalog). 


Ihis offer comprises 6 plants 

different varieties as follows 

4 HARDY AMERICAN HOLLY— & 
these have extra green leaves, $95 


red berries (Pyramidal ree- 
type) 3 female plant ad be Ly 3 

J e Geamce. ot — POSTPAID All two-year transplants 3 to & inches 
ties; one male plant for pollen tall. in individual planting bands, with 

1 n ots « ze le es 

2 JAP. HOLLY (an Evergreen Shrub-type plant All 6 abundant fine roots and larg ay , ‘ 
plants 4’’ to 6’’ high with a mass of roots, from 2! Both varieties hardy, prefer partial shade and acid soi 
pots. Postpaid at planting time F ° Rhododendrons in mixed colors orchid, rose, red 
: é Azaleas. 3 orange, 3 red. An outstanding value, will 


you years of gorgeous flowers, add much beauty 


give 
25 EVER REEN 00 to your garden. All 12 plants packed for safe arrival, 
7 shipped at planting time, postpaid 


3 to 5 year healthy selected trees, 6’’ to 16’’ tall. 5 each 
Colorado Blue Spruce, Norway Spruce, Austrian SPECIA | 
Scotch Pine, Douglas Fir. Postpaid at planting oun d ion an ing 
This offer makes an ideal start on 
LOW GROWING. Two foundation planting at a minimum 
year old seedlings that cost. All trees are branched, twice 
will make an ideal back transplanted, distributed as follows 
yard or garden fence sis as as 
may be easily trimmed 5 JAPANESE YEW gee ve ~ 
for formal type hedge pact cone-shaped with dense rich 
zreen foliage Does well in sun or 
Red and white flowers ® ; Py | 
2%" to 3%” diameter, shade. 12’’ to 18” tal 
clusters of brick-red fruit 5 PFITZER JUNIPER — beautiful blue 
in fall. Almost everbloom green foliage; a fast growing spreading 
ing. 10 plants 10’ to 18” type evergreen for sunny spots. LC’’to 
tall shipped at planting 15’’ tall 
— All 10 evergreens shipped at proper planting time 


5 BLUE cotorapo ave. Very superior, , indy RE 
x 2 . ans- ists many outstanding values in ergreens rack 
SPRUCE — branched 6-year old tran Fruit and Nut Trees, Shrubs, Roses, Ornamentals 
plants, 8 to 14 inches tall. Hand- Sent with each order from this ad; or write today for 
some specimens or hedge. Blue- your copy. 


green to marvelous blue color. 7 ot 4N x FORESTS, INC., BOX 8-B 
$3.50 Shipped Postpaid at planting time. M 1 % Say E R INDIANA, PA. 
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The Secret of 
Growing More 
Beautiful Roses... 


.is really no secret at 
all. Just be sure you plant 
quality stock. STAR 
ROSES are the pick of 


the world’s best varieties | 


—field grown with expert 
care in ideal soil and 
climate. They're guaran- 
teed to bloom in your 
garden! 


we STAR HT SUCCESS OFFER 


Peace. HT, all-time 
Queen of Roses, 
Mojave. HT, a desert 

sunset captured, 3.00 ea 
Nocturne. HT, glowing 
cardinal red, 2.00 ea. 
ALL THREE pat. HT's, 
ONLY $6.60 ppd. 
(OFFER K-241) 


we NEW FLORIBUNDA OFFER 


Red Favorite, rich, 
aN dark red, 
y Lilibet, soft princess 
~wy) pink, 
~~ Cocorico, gay, sassy 
scarlet, 2.00 ea 
ALL ir pat. Floribundas, 
ONLY $5.70 ppd. 
(OFFER S-241) 
Order now—we ship at proper planting time for 
your locality 


FREE—NEW FULL-COLOR CATALOG 


Exciting new Star Rose introductions, latest win 
ners, old favorites and special offers. Write today 


Siar Roses 


THE CONARD-PYLE Co. 
OUR S7TH YEAR « WEST GROVE 241, PA. 


$2.50 ea 


$2.00 ea 


2.50 ea 





O,ig inalors 
OF THE WORLD'S FINEST 


SWEET PEAS 
The ZVOLANEK Sweet Peas 


EARLY—ZVOLANEK MULTI-FLORA: 
All colors and Mixed. % oz. $1.00 
* % oz. $1.50 © | oz. $2.75. 


SPRING—ZVOLANEK FLORI- 
BUNDA: Lilac, Lavender, Pink, Blush 
White, Scarlet Cerise, 
Mixed. All heat resistant. “% oz $.75 
© “% oz. $1.25 © | oz. $2.25. 


Carmine, and 


LATE—ZVOLANEK PLENTI-FLORA: 
Rose Pink, White, Sulphur Yellow, 
Carmine, Scarlet Cerise, Flesh Pink 
and Mixed. % oz. $.75 ¢ % oz. 
$1.25 ¢ | oz. $2.25. 


ORDER NOW FOR OUTDOOR PLANTING 


SEND FOR LIST 


WILLIAM ZVOLANEK & CO. 


P. O. Box 142 LOMPOC, CALIF. 











| NEW om | The outstanding travel event of 1954! 


BOOKS 


Order from Horticulture’s Book Dept. 


Help for Home-owners 
How 

Henry B. Aul. N. Y.: 

Ihe author’s long-time 
writing and illustrating columns for the 
Vew York Herald Tribune provides him with 
an excellent background for presenting 
helpful ideas in a practical manner. The 
book contains 150 plans, sketches and dia- 
grams and most adequate comment to 
help the home gardener. Here 
that should prove especially valuable to 
help home-owners who are interested in 


Sheridan House. $3.50. 
experience in 


is a boc »k 


improving the appearance of their proper- 
ties. Beginners and experienced gardeners 
alike will find this book extremely helpful. 


Plants of the South 
400 PLants or SoutH Fiormwa. By Julia 

F. Morton and R. Bruce Ledin. Coral 

Gables, Fla.: Text House. $3.50. 

[his is essentially a reference book, but 
the casual reader who happens to pick it up 
is likely to read on for many pages before 
laying it down. It is like traveling in a 
foreign land to read the names of the trees, 
vines and perennial plants men- 
tioned. The excellent arrangement of this 
book and the full-page line drawings must 
be mentioned, although no hint is given of 
specific locations where specimens of the 

that 
spon- 


shrubs, 


plants described may be seen. For 
Gardener's Travel Book, 
sored by the Massachusetts Horticultural 
makes a good companion for it, 


reason, the 


Society, 
since it gives locations of many of the plants 


mentioned. 


A Great Plant Hunter 

JouRNEYS AND PLANT 
Edited by Dr. J. Mac- 
York: Oxford Uni- 


GEORGE Forrest: 
INTRODUCTIONS. 
queen Cowan. New 


versity Press. $6.00. 


George Forrest did not write as freely as 


Fortune, Farrer and Wilson, but his ad- 


FOR 
Better LAWNS 


And GARDENS 
Women Can Operate It 
Free Catalog. Write 
ESHELMAN, Dept. R-122 
119 Light St., Balto. 2, Md 
333 N. Michigan Ave 
Chicago 1, Ill. 

7070 Hollywood Blvd. 
Los Angeles 28, Cal 








Weston Nurseries, Inc. 


For your Shade Tree requirements, try one of 
our excellent Cercidiphyllum japonica (Katsura Tree). 
8-10 ft.,$10.00 10-12 ft., $12.00. 


Frankland St., Hopkinton, Mass. 
Brown & Winter Sts., Weston 93, Mass. 
Hopkinton 2011 WEllesley 5-3431 





ro PLant Your Home Grounp. By 


peunual European 


Garden Cub “Jour 


under the personal leadership of: 


ADRIAN FRYLINK 
member of the Board of Directors of: 
the HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY OF NEW YORK, INC. 
and the INTERNATIONAL FLOWER SHOW, INC. 


Sailing from New York 


APRIL 28, in the 
S.S. "QUEEN MARY" 


returning to New York June 1 
in the S.S. “QUEEN ELIZABETH” 


VISITING: 
HOLLAND 


Amsterdam, Aalsmeer, Boskoop, Volendam, 
The Hague, Deift 


BELGIUM 


Brussels, Antwerp, Overijssche, 
Laeken, Mons 


FRANCE 


Paris, Rheims, Orleans, Blois, Chartres, 
Tours, Barbizon 


ENGLAND 


London, Exbury, New Forest, Oxford, 
Stratford-on-Avon, Kent 


FEATURING: 

the "KEUKENHOF” show at LISSE, Royal Gardens 
at Laeken, Chateaux Country, Gardens at Versailles, 
Champagne District, Shakespeare Country, Gardens 
at Kent and Hampton Court and the World-famous 
“CHELSEA” Show, by invitation, the private Estate 
of the Hon. Maj. de Rothchild at Exbury and others. 


ALL-EXPENSE 


from New York to New York 


$945: person Sy 


n 
_ Ships) 

o ° 
Thanks to the overwhelming response to our adver- 
tisement in the January issue of “Horticulture,” the 
tour sailing July 3rd has been sold out. We can 
still offer a few choi dations for 
the Main Tour sailing April 28th. 
FOR FULL INFORMATION WRITE AIRMAIL, 
PHONE OR WIRE TO; 


Enrico Squadra, Vice-President 


Dee Travel Agency, Inc. 


Hotel Chatham, 33 E. 48, New York 17, N. Y. 
Telephone: PLaza 3-6610 
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ventures and accomplishments in the | 
mountainous wilds of China at least 
equaled those of the other famous plant 
hunters. E. H. M. Cox has gathered 
enough material from letters and occa- 
sional magazine articles to write a fairly 
comprehensive, although brief account, 
of his eight expeditions, closing with the 
one on which he died. The rest of the book 
is given over to the plants introduced by 
with special attention to rhodo- 
There is a wealth 


Forrest, 
dendrons and primulas. 
of illustrations, many of them from photo- 
graphs made by Forrest at a time when 
photography heavy cameras and 
glass plates was a difficult undertaking. 


with 


A New Approach 

ARRANGEMENTS. By 
York: Studio 
Crowell Co. 


LANDSCAPE FLOWER 
Naida Gilmore Hayes. Neu 
Publications and Thomas Y. 
$3.50. 

The author explains the title of this book 
by saying it is possible to produce the same 
effects with dried plant materials as it is 
with live flowers. No explanation can con- 
understanding of her 
however, without the aid of the 
book’s many illustrations. It would seem 
that here is the basis for a fascinating 
hobby and an inexpensive one, although 
considerable imagination will be needed 
to produce results comparable to those of 
the writer. 


vey an adequate 
purpose, 


For the Beginner 


GARDEN FLowers. By 
York: Studio Pub- 


How to Draw 
Margaret Simeon. New 
lications. $7.50. 

This booklet of 60-odd pages is delight- 
ful from every point of view. The artist- 
author, obviously enjoys drawing, 
presents her instruction simply, but with a 
The chapters 

materials, 


who 


surprising amount of detail. 
cover the essential subjects 
design, structure, line and tone, texture, 
leaves, style and flowers in design. An in- 
troductory book on the subject, it points 
out how much the beginner can accom- 


plish. 
D. S. M. 


Superb Pictorial Guide 


FLOWERS OF THE SoutH. By W. F. Greene 
and H. L. Blomquist. Chapel Hill, 
University of North Carolina Press. 
It is a rare occasion to come upon a book 

devoted to a regional study of native and 

exotic plants. Mrs. Greene has done herself 
proud in providing a helpful reference 

book with 500 illustrations. There are 55 

plates in color, featuring more than 300 

while the remainder 

The maps indi- 


$5.00. 


species and varieties, 
are well executed in line. 
cating hardiness are another useful feature 
of this book. The concise text contains both 
common and botanical names and an 
amazing amount of information has been 
tightly packed into 208 pages. This labor 


TT a, 


5-}- 


OWN NURSERIES 
UfN HOLLAND 


GLADIOLUS, LILIES, 
BEGONIAS, DAHLIAS 


and many other varieties of BULBS, TUBERS, etc., 
of de JAGERS Superb Quality at moderate prices. 


Sent PREPAID in the United States 


de JAGER BULBS are known the world over for their beautiful 
blooms and high productivity. Extreme care is exercised at the 
de JAGER Nurseries in HOLLAND to assure the maintaining of 
this 85 year old standard of quality. 


Plant de JAGER Bulbs for Assured Loveliness 


de J 

} non FREE SPRING CATALOG 

otha. 2 DY. SEND TODAY For 

ustere pod AUTHORITATIVE 
cR 

AND FINEST STANDARD rag 


P. de fget Ind Co Sne, 


188 ASBURY STREET, So. HAMILTON, MASS 


5 HOME OFFICE at HEILOO, HOLLAND ae 





SUELO 
LIFETIME PLANT AND SHRUB MARKERS 


Preferred by professional and amateur growers of 
indoor and outdoor plants and shrubs. Made of durable, 
heavy gauge, molded white plastic. Guaranteed to 
withstand all kinds of weather. Write on them with 
ordinary pencil. Will not come off. Yet can be cleaned 
and re-used (a little scouring powder on a damp cloth). 


Write today for free samples 


4'%4"' VERTICAL POT or BORDER STAKE 100— $1.25 
. 2 x 5’ HORIZONTAL POT or BORDER STAKE 
. 6 VERTICAL POT or BORDER STAKE 
. 2 HORIZONTAL TIE on TAG 
. 3’ HORIZONTAL TIE on TAG 
GRO-QUICK ALSO MANUFACTURES—WEED WAND—SEED SOER—LIFETIME PLANT TIES 


G RO- (@) Cie .¢ SAL ES Dept. H2, 10342 Lanark, Detroit 24, Mich. 








of love will serve as an excellent guide for 
visitors to the south and residents alike for 
many years to come. 


February 1954 


SIGN f UP Py 


Just fill in the coupon below toeceive a free 2-year 
subscription. |n each issue of Lawh Care you'll dis- 
cover practical, seasonal tips on how to m@ke your 
lawn thicker, greener, more beautiful the whole year 
‘round. Thousands of readers tell us, “With Lawn Care 
guidance you can have the finest lawn on the street.” 
Sign up for Lawn Care today! 
OM ScXHL & SONS CO, 44 Spring St, Marysville, Ohio 


Also Palo 


a 


Alto, California 


Name 





Address __ a ee > 


City e ea Se 





The One and Only 
PACIFIC STRAIN 
Originated by FRANK REINELT 


Tuberous Begonias 


The largest assortment of new develop- 
ments in rose form and ruffled novelties. 


WRITE FOR 1954 CATALOG 


VETTERLE & REINELT 


DEPT. H CAPITOLA, CALIF. 








“Seeds for Professionals Since 1876 


MOST BEAUTIFUL AND COMPLETE 
SEED CATALOG NOW OFFERED 


All your questions are answered in the 78th 
edition of Vaughan's Gardening Illustrated. 
Seeds, bulbs, plants and information, all of 
professional standard. Thousands of flowers 
described. 250 pictured in full color. Luxury 
vegetables for your home garden. New gar- 
den chemicals, tools and gadgets. 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED SENT FREE 
SPECIAL — Zinnia Peppermint Stick 


a oo borne in 
» bushy compact plant 
until freezing "Pkt (25¢ 
with catalog, 10¢ 


VAUGHAN’'S SEED COMPANY, Dept. 412 
610 W. Jackson Bivd., Chicago 6, I!!. 
49 Barclay Street, New York 7,N. Y. 
. Please send Gardening Illustrated FREE. 
Enclosed is 10¢ for pkt. Zinnia Peppermint Stick 





Here's the World Famous 
W-W COMPOST GRINDER 


MAKES COMPOST 


THE WAY YOU 
WANT IT... 


How only 
$124.50 


LESS MOTOR 
F. O. B. WICHITA 


Make your own compost with this versatile grinder 
that shreds, grinds, and screens tough organic matter, 
wet or dry, into ideal compost material, mulch, or 
fertilizer. It also mixes and screens soil, compost, and 
other fertilizer fine enough for seeding flats. Sepa 
rates trash. This portable model is gas or electric 
powered. Motor optional. Available in heavier mod 
els. Write for literature, and name of user near 
you. if your dealer doesn't supply it order direct. 


W-W GRINDER CORP. 


DEPT. J WICHITA, KANSAS 
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New Perennials 
From page 49 


and with increasingly assiduous Amer- 
ican breeding, the varieties of the fall 
aster (Aster novi-belgi) are rapidly be- 
coming legion. Still, we 
predict that the stately Eventide will 
reign supreme for many a day to come. 
Sheerest 
proudly 
garnished with droves of huge 


venture to 


majesty radiates from _ its 


poised three feet of sinew, 


daisies 


| of deep, intense violet-blue. 


\ sleekly tailored dandy known as 
Campanula persicifolia Wirral Belle 
brings to a close this beguiling roster 
of duly accredited perennial leaders. 
Typically immaculate, polished peach- 
bell leafage wreathes the slender stems 
in natty style. During much of June- 
July, double bells of gleaming 
violet-blue congregate gracefully along 
the lissome two and a half foot stems 
Removal of threatened seed pods pro- 
longs flowering appreciably. A top- 
flight lasting quality, 
it also adds vivacity to borders in sun 


large, 


cutflower of 


or dappled shade. 


Worcester Lectures 


Worcester 
Elm 


lectures at the 
Society, 30 


February 
County Horticultural 
Street, have been scheduled as follows: 
Feb. 11, “Gold Against the Sky,” Neil 

Feb. 18, “Summer in_ the 
Clouds,” Eleanor Broadhead; Feb. 25, 
“American Panorama,” Winifred Walker. 
All will begin at 2:30 p.m. 


Douglas; 


Berkshire Garden Center Birthday 


The Berkshire Stock- 
Massachusetts, will celebrate its 
birthday in 1954, and 
plans are now with Mrs. 
Bernhard Hoffman as Chairman and Mrs. 
Peter Malevsky-Malevitch as Co-chairman 
of the newly appointed Anniversary Com- 


Garden Center, 
bridge, 
20th anniversary 
under way, 


mittee 
Williamsburg Garden Symposium 


Che Garden Symposium, a yearly fea- 
ture at colonial Williamsburg, Virginia, 
will be held in two three-day sessions, the 
first beginning February 24 and the second 
March 3. Modern garden trends will be 
stressed in this year’s Symposium in which 
outstanding landscape and_ horticulture 
experts will give illustrated talks and lead 
18th 


Tours of the restored 


included 


discussions. 


century gardens are 


FRE 


Big NURSERY CATALOG 
with 999 special offers 


Send for America's most unusual nurs 

r ery catalog. Special dollar-saving col 

Ne ane Sy lections. Old favorites rare varieties 
1 48 value-packed poges. Roses, mums 
05th bulbs, fruit, shrubs, etc.—all guoran 
YEAR ead teed, all gov't inspected. Write today 


Spring Hill Nurseries, Dept. N-31, Tipp City, Ohie 


ORLYT GREENHOUSE $395 


AT THESE LOW PRICES 
UNTIL MARCH Ist ONLY 


Here's the answer to your dream of a well 
designed home greenhouse that gives profes- 
sional results. $395 buys the 10 by 11 ft. Orlyt 
pictured. Others from $175 to $780. Choice 
of slanted or straight sides and lean-to green- 
houses. Foundation, benches, automatic heat and 
ventilation at moderate prices. Now is the time 
to order this finest of greenhouses at the lowest 
of prices. Send for Free Booklet No. 70-F. 


LORD & BURNHAM 


IRVINGTON N.Y . DES PLAINES ILL 


GREENHOUSE BOOK 


260 Choice Greenhouse Plants are fully 
described with cultural directions in this 
new handbook: 


HOW TO GROW 
RARE GREENHOUSE PLANTS 
By Ernest Chabot 
Only $4.00 postpaid 
LORD & BURNHAM 


P. O. BOX 146 
IRVINGTON, NEW YORK 





Now you can soak 5 plants at 


one time with your garden hose. 
SOAKEZE attaches to garden hose. Has 5 
outlets, each with small plastic hose; two 12 ft. 
long, three, 9 ft. Place ends of hose at base of 
selected plants and run small stream of water for 
deep, thorough soaking. Easy to handle. 5 year 
guarantee. Complete, ready to use $4.95 — for 
unit with sprinklers order SPRINKLEZE, $8.95 
Guaranteed satisfactory 


Sendcheck or MOand we pay postage. 


JONS MANUFACTURING CO. 


Dept. F-9, 406 Dantzler St. Saint Matthews, S. C. 








AS 7-4204 
7-4205 


Pruning e 
Dormant 
Spraying 


W () R Big Tree Moving w 
BROOKLINE, MASS. 


Satisfactory work ata reasonable cost. 


White & Franke. Ine. 


For Quality NORTHERN GROWN 
TREES AND PLANTS try 


CHERRY HILL NURSERIES 


(Established in 1832) 
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LETTERS 
TO THE 


EDITOR 


We Left Our Hearts There 


Dear Editor The article on 

the February Horrticutture 
back to me so vividly that lovely land, its 
wonderful people and the many happy 
years we spent there. If I were to go back, 
I feel I would be afraid of the changes I 
might find, yet I know that the country 
the mountains, the 


Greece in 
brought 


would be the same 

flowers and probably the people. We who 

lived there left a bit of our hearts when we 
returned to America. 

Eveanor C. McDowe 1 

Fincastle, Va. 


Gem of the Bulb World 


Dear Editor It has 
write you about my interest in the article 
on “Miniature Daffodils” in the Septem- 
ber Horticutture. I about 
Narcissus cyclamineus in Garden and Forest in 
February 1889. Since then this gem, only a 
span high, has had great influence among 


been my intent to 


first wrote 


the various other kinds 
I might add that the tiny bulbs were 
sent from Smyrna by a Mr. Gates, who 
was a missionary interested in the bulbs he 
found growing in Asia Minor. His name is 
best known for Jris gatesi, one of the most 
beautiful but hard-to-grow plants that 
come from the same environment. 
E. O. Orpet 


Santa Barbara, Calif 


He Will Live Forever 
Dear Editor Probably 
ters will pour in after your readers receive 
the October issue of HorticuLtTurRE, but 
than 


thousands of let- 


none could be more enthusiastic 
mine. This is one copy that will not be put 
away for reference, but kept out where we 
can refresh our spirits constantly. 

I want to say especially how deeply 
touched I was by E. H. Wilson’s article on 
“The Glory of Autumn.” He has always 
been a hero of mine, and I often wish I 
could have known him. 

ELIZABETH KOMIANOS 


Catonsville, Md 


Thanks for a Wonderful Issue! 


Dear Editor — May I be among the first 
to say thank you for the wonderful October 
issue? E. H. Wilson’s ‘““The Glory of Au- 
tumn” is without equal, and every reader 
will cherish this issue for it alone. 

In a recent trip to England’s Kew Gar- 
dens, I saw the name of our “Chinese 
Wilson” printed on all kinds of plant rec- 
ords. His devotion to Asiatic people was 
expressed in the tribute he paid the 
Japanese people for their intense love of 
flowers. 

WituraM J. ING 
Wood-Ridge, N. J. 


February 1954 


ve to Garden... 


my ROTOHOE” 


Yes, ROTO-HOE is so easy to operate that women enjoy 


using it too. And it’s easy to buy 


still selling at the | 


ow, 


low 1947 price, due to the tremendous customer acceptance 
it has earned 


ROTO-HOE complete costs only $134 


NEW EASY WAY TO BUY POWER 


GARDEN EQUIPMENT 


You can save hundreds of dollars the ROTO-HOE way. It's 


easy 


other attach 


problem 


ents next year, or later. All attachments use 
You can own all 


le power unit. Resort 
f t of o 


you simply buy one or more units this year, then add 


the 
the 
ther 


oO storage 


we sar 
the attachments will hang on the garage or 


shed wall, out of the way yet easy to get when wanted. 


» low cost attachments are thoroughly 
and proven. You can mow, trim an 
paint, saw wood, and throw snow, as well as till and cultivate. 
Tens of thousands of ROTO-HOF 
owners all over U.S. can’t be wrong! See your dealer today and 
arrange for a demonstration, Or write us for catalog (see left 
name of your nearest dealer. Act now, and be prepared to use all 
the advantages ROTO-HOE can bring you THIS SPRING, 





COLOR CATALOG FREE 
Our new 16 page catalog in full color is just 
coming from the printer. Write now for your 
free copy which tells all the reasons why you 
too will be happy with ROTO-HOE. We will 
also send you nearby dealer's name. 


SEE 








YOURSELF! 


YEAR "ROUND USE 


customer -test 


ed” 


ge lawns, pump, spray, 


ROTO-HOE & SPRAYER CO., Box 82, NEWBURY, OHIO 





BEAUTIFY SHADY SPOTS 
WITH HARDY FERNS 


Plan now to plant these ferns that will fill in that 
shady nook, your wooded areas, north side ex- 
posures or shaded rock gardens. Hardy ferns are 
long lived and will last for years to come. 





Maidenhair Fern—(Adiant pedatum)— 14 in. 
Lady Fern—Athyrium felixfemina)—24 in 

Toothed Wood Fern—(Dryopteris spinulosum)— 1 8 in 
Cinnamon Fern—(Osmunda cinnamonea)— 36 in 
Royal Fern—(Osmunda regalis) 

Christmas Fern—(Polystichum acrostichoides)— 16 in 
Ostrich Fern—(Pteretis nodulosa)— 36 in. 

Chain Fern—(Woodwardic virginiana)— 20 in. 


1 each or 8 plants for $2.50 
5 each or 40 plants for $12.00 


Add 10% for postage and handling 


Write for catalog of Hardy Wildflowers & Ferns, 
Hardy Perennials, Rock Plants, and Gladiolus Bulbs 


LOUNSBERRY GARDENS—Oakford, Illinois 





A YEAR “ROUND 
opportunity 


IN YOUR 
oe et i . 
NEW ENGLAND 
‘ > = wy To 
GREENHOUSE 
Whether it be in a “lean-to” or “free- 
standing” type you can keep your 
“*,* . ; vgt S - . a 
GREEN-THUMB?” active the year 
‘round in one of our pre-cut, Cali- 
fornia Redwood greenhouses — that 
YOU CAN ERECT YOURSELF. 
NO EASIER GREENHOUSE TO ASSEMBLE 
NO GREENHOUSE ASSEMBLY 
MORE BEAUTIFUL 
PROFESSIONALLY DESIGNED 


PRECISION BUILT POPULARLY PRICED 


Send for catalog H 24 
NEW ENGLAND 
GREENHOUSE CO. 
Jct. Rts. 3 and 139 


Box 69, Hanover, Mass., Taylor 6-2131 





New Wildflower Catalog 


Write for Putney Nursery's New Spring catalog. We 
specialize in native hardy Wildflowers lrees 
Shrubs and Perennials. Also a complete line of other 
hardy northern grown nursery stock. We carry only 
the best in Fruit frees, Berry Plants and Vegetable 
Seeds. Write at once for Putney'’s New Spring 
Garden Book 
Grown in Vermont, lt's Hardy 


PUTNEY NURSERY, Inc., 223-H, Putney, Vt 


Write for illustrated 
catalog of OREGON GROWN 
ROSES . . . in full color. 
N. VAN HEVELINGEN crowers 


ee 








Frost & Higgins Co. 


The Care of Trees since 1896 


® Landscaping 

® Big Tree Moving 

® Rare Trees and Shrubs 

@ Pruning Bracing & Cabling 
® Cavity Work Spraying 

® Aero-fertile Tree Feeding 


AR 5-1410 


20 Mill Street Arlington, Mass 
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New Color in House Plants 


Mary Noble, Jacksonville, Florida—Author of Plants Indoors 


HE new concept of plants for 
indoor use differs greatly from 
all previous requirements for 
house plants. In days gone by, all 
that was asked of a plant was that it 
be green and durable enough to stay 
alive indoors. Now, that is only the 
beginning. 

House plants these days are selected 
for their attractive appearance. Plants 
have become important in decorative 
schemes, and so must harmonize with 
the setting in color, size, shape and 
texture. In addition, they must be 
adaptable to indoor conditions, which 
include central heating, air condition- 
ing and fluorescent lighting. 

Very often, plants are placed at the 
focal point in a room. The foliage color 
may provide the accent for the entire 
may be the keynote 
around which the decorations are 
planned. So, indoor plants must be 
selected carefully. The color and tex- 
ture of the foliage is as important as 


setting or it 


that of the draperies, and the shape 
of the plants must be in keeping with 
the design of the furniture. 
Exotics are Challenging 
It takes courage to discard faithful 
old indoor plants, but when viewed 
with these qualifications, most of them 


do not pass the test. It also takes a bit 
of faith to select untried plants or 


to replace a ragged Boston fern with 
| 


a sculptured bromeliad but the 
effect makes the effort worthwhile. 
Bromeliads, crotons, alocasias, epis- 
clas, variegated foliage plants and 
many varieties of philodendrons are 
the fascinating plants 


among many 


now available. They offer a challenge 
to any indoor gardener with a spark of 
imagination! 
Bromeliads are wonderful house 
plants, and are especially suitable for 
modernistic settings, although Euro- 
peans have been using them for over 
Not they 
leathery but 
that hold 


water in their centers and therefore do 


a hundred years only do 


have extremely texture, 


are so constructed they 
not dry out as rapidly as other plants 
rather like 
rich and 


Bromeliads shaped 


Ihe foliage colors are 


are 


Vases. 
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decorative, and the inflorescences be- 
yond description. 

For example, there is the rare 
“Flaming Sword” (Vriesia splendens). 
No more startling house plant can be 
imagined. The foliage is olive green, 
with wide stripes of mahogany. The 
are arranged in a _ graceful 
whorl. The bloom, which an- 
other 15 inches out of the center of 
the 12-inch plant, is just like a long 
straight sword of brilliant orange. This 
sword is really composed of bracts, 
as the actual flowers are minute and 
unimportant compared with this dis- 
play of color which comes in the spring 
and lasts for six to 10 weeks. 


leaves 
rises 


Curious Painted Feather 
The 


carinata Marie) 
“Flaming Sword,” but is very exciting. 
The foliage is lime-green and the flat 
feather is red and yellow. This one 
blooms in the fall, and the feather is 
generally at its best from Thanksgiving 


Feather” (Vriesia 


as rare as the 


**Painted 
is not 


until Christmas. 

Not all the bromeliads have such 
unusual flower spikes, but the foliage 
is highly decorative and _ sufficient 
raison detre. There are red varieties, 
such as aechmea Foster’s Favorite or 
Aechmea miniata discolor, which is green 
on top and wine-red underneath. An- 
other unusual design is that of the 
‘Painted Fingernail” (a 
hybrid), which has mottled red and 
green foliage tipped with crimson. 


neoregelia 


Dramatic Bromeliads 


Bromeliads grow in light or shade, 
but the colors intense if 
there is some light. Plants placed in 
deep shade benefit from occasional 
vacations in light Fresh 
water in the center cup supplies mois- 
ture to the foliage, but plants need 
their once a 
well. 


are more 


windows. 


roots about 
week as Bromeliads prac- 
tically air plants, and fine, 
thread-like roots. They are grown in 
osmunda fiber or a light mixture of 
loam and peatmoss. Monthly feedings 
with liquid fertilizer are recommended. 

Bromeliads should not be exposed 
to freezing temperatures, but can 


water at 
are 
have 


stand cool weather as many varieties 
are native to high altitudes in Central 
and South America. 
Crotons head the list 
foliage plants. They are spectacular in 
appearance, and, therefore, should be 
selected for the focal point in the 
setting. Some of the new varieties are 
unbelievable and can best be de- 
scribed by their names — Jungle 
Queen, Christmas Dream, Royal Flush 
and America (but the older varieties, 
General Eisenhower and the Duke of 
Windsor are as beautifully colored). 
There is no reason to be hesitant 


of colorful 


about growing crotons indoors, as 
they are not temperamental if their 
requirements are understood. They 
need warmth, light and moisture, with 
60° the minimum temperature they 
like. Most varieties will stand 50° if 
need be, but they may drop their 
leaves at 45° or in a dry atmosphere. 
Light is necessary to maintain the 
colors. A bright location by a large 
east or south window is generally 
adequate. New leaves come out green 
at first, but color up as they mature. 


More Light Induces Color 

If new foliage stays green, plants are 
being grown in too much shade and 
should be moved to brighter light (at 
least temporarily) to bring out their 
beauty. Moisture at the roots is essen- 
tial, so it is advisable to soak pot and 
all once a week, and give additional 
water if foliage begins to droop. Put- 
ting pots in saucers of damp builders’ 
sand helps to maintain the moisture. 

Crotons may be grown in equal 
parts of peat, loam and sand. If rapid 
growth is desired, plants should be fed 
liquid fertilizer once a month. If their 
size is suitable, then feeding is needed 
only two or three times per year. 

Unusual colors of a different nature 
are found in the alocasias, among the 
newest of house plants. Whereas the 
crotons are flamboyant, the alocasias 
are muted and run to the cool colors. 
This is a group of plants related to the 
elephant ears. They, too, have heart- 
shaped leaves borne on tall, upright 
stems, but there the similarity ends. 

See page 82 
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PHILODENDRONS — Top row: P. wendlandi, P. hastatum var. 
variegata, P. orlando. Second row: P. dubium, P. auritum (Syngonium 
auritum). Bottom row: Monstera guttiferyum (P. guttiferyum), P. squami- 
ferum. P. lacineatum. Trailing plants are P. cordatum and P. sodiroi. 


TropicAL Forrace TrrumpPHs 


COLORFUL FOLIAGE PLANTS — Top row: Dracaena terminalis hybrid (ti plant); Vriesia splendens 
(Flaming Sword); Neoregelia hybrid (Painted Fingernail). Second row: Tradescantia reginae, Dichori- 
sandra mosaica undata. Third row: Alocasia sanderiana, Croton Duke of Windsor, Alocasia thibautiana. 
Bottom row: Episcia coccinea (fulgida), E. cupreata, E. tessellata, E. lilacina var. Fanny Haage, E. acajou. 











A MODERN GARDEN 


So Easy to 


Maintain 


Hs small terrace garden, only a year old, is already proving the sound sense of its plan. 


I Stvled by architect Eleanor Raymond to suit its site, the modern house flanking it, also 
the life and garden capacity of its owner, Mrs. Roger Warner, it reduces labor to the 


minimum. A hot-top and gravel floor eliminates weeds. Creosoted railroad ties stoutly 
define its edge. Beyond this lies a dramatic panorama of salt marsh in Ipswich, Massachu- 


setts demanding no care. Thus there is time to tend roses and heliotrope in teucrium bor- 
dered plots, tie-up clematis and climbing roses, grow herbs and lettuce in waist-high beds 
and pick Baron Solemacher strawberries all season. Thanks to well-arranged space, there is 
room, too, for favorite vines, perennials, masses of annuals, potted plants and many friends. 
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Feeding Your Garden 


XTRAVAGANT advertising of ‘‘mira- 
cle” fertilizers has led many home 
gardeners to look upon the feed- 

ing of garden flowers as a mysterious 
process. According to the skillful but 
deceptive claims advanced by the 
copywriter, none but his client’s magic 
formula can possibly give good results. 
Actually, the garden 
plants is far less complicated than feed- 
ing the family. Elements needed by 
plants are well-known and are avail- 
able in regular commercial mixtures in 


nutrition of 


practically every village of any size in 
the United States. State laws regulate 


what goes into the bag. The chance of 


buying the wrong fertilizer under com- 
mercial brands today is far less than 
in the case of supposedly miraculous, 
magical and mysterious plant foods 
sold at outrageous prices through mis- 
leading advertising. 


Follow Recommended Rates 


If the home gardener is puzzled by 
the physiological effects of plant foods, 
he can forget this aspect of gardening 
entirely. All he needs to do is to apply 
one of these commercial plant foods at 
the rate recommended by the manu- 
facturer. These recommendations are 
usually based on supplying enough 
nitrogen on average soils to grow good 
plants and balancing this nitrogen 
with the other food elements necessary. 

Although applications at the recom- 
mended rates cannot be scientifically 
accurate for all soils, they will produce 
good plants without injury. What is 
more, the difference in an average 
garden between such a shotgun appli- 
cation and a correct application based 
on a complete soil analysis will not be 
more than $1.00. A good soil test 
should cost more than that. 

How and when to apply general 
mixed fertilizers will depend on what 
plants are to be fed. Perennials need 
more food early in the season than do 
annuals. In the case of perennials, an 
application at the rate recommended 
by the manufacturer should be made 
just before growth starts in spring. At 
that time of the year, organic fertilizers 
are of little use. The soil is cold, and 
the bacteria that cause the decay of 
manure and other organic plant foods 
are not active. Hence this first applica- 
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tion must be of a chemical (inorganic) 
fertilizer. The first application should 
produce good bloom on_ perennials 
that flower from spring through mid- 
summer. 

When buds on tall perennial phlox 
show color, a second application at the 
rate recommended on the bag should 
be made. This also feeds spring and 
summer flowering perennials so they 
can form buds for next year’s growth. 
Except for gaillardia, chrysanthemum 
and late varieties of hemerocallis, per- 
ennials produce little bloom in fall. 
These late flowering perennials should 
be given a third feeding when chrysan- 


themum buds show color. 
Such a feeding program should give 
perennials everything they need for 


better-than-average bloom. When 
manufacturer’s directions are followed 
and each application is watered in 
thoroughly as soon as made, the effect 
of feeding should result in healthy, rich 
green growth in seven to 10 days. 

Obviously, chemical feeding alone 
will not produce maximum results. 
Good cultural practices should be fel- 
lowed. Also, be sure the soil has enough 
organic matter, essential to producing 
the carbonic acid in which the chem- 
ical plant food elements are soluble. 

The feeding of annuals and vegeta- 
bles is even more simple. When an- 
nuals are grown in masses in the bor- 
der, the fertilizer can be spread over 
the soil before it is turned over in 
spring. Here, the rate of application 
should be doubled, since this method 
is somewhat wasteful, if convenient. 


Feeding Annual Plants 


Where vegetables or annuals are 


grown in rows, the best placement of 


the fertilizer is in a broad band three 
inches below the planting level of the 
seed. Scrape away the earth, apply the 
fertilizer, cover with two inches of soil, 
and sow the seed above it. The roots 
will reach this plant food about the 
time the seedling has exhausted the 
food stored in the seed. 

No further feeding should be needed 
through the growing season except on 
poor, sandy soil. Where annuals are 
interplanted in the perennial border, 
they can live on crumbs that fall from 
the table of the perennials. 


The feeding of roses, often a subject 
of much hocus pocus, can be summed 
up rather simply. Although a woody 
plant, the rose is more like a perennial 
in its feeding habits. Simply follow the 
formula recommended for feeding per- 
ennials, and rose plants will do as well 
as they will on any of the highly touted 
special rose formula fertilizers. On 
lighter, sandy soils more frequent feed- 
ings will give better results. In such 
soils, there is no ‘‘soil sponge”’ of or- 
ganic matter to blot up soil moisture 
containing plant foods and to hold 
them until plants need them. Plan 
roots must snatch what little nourish- 
ment they can from readily-available 
solutions of plant foods, before these 
are lost down the drainage. Paradoxi- 
cally, it is in such soils that the need 
for organic matter is greatest. Yet the 
application of so-called natural ferti- 
lizers or manures from organic sources 
is not the answer to the problem. 


Differences to Understand 
This might be a good place to speak 
of the difference between organic and 
inorganic plant foods, insofar as these 
affect plant growth. Neither peas not 
petunias (to use these as symbols of 
garden plants) can eat sirloin steak 
(using sirloin steak as an example of a 

source of organic nitrogen). 
Plants live on a “soup” in 
their food elements are present in sim- 
ple form. Organic plant foods are not 
foods in their original form. Rather, 
materials from which 


which 


they are raw 
bacteria can produce available nutri- 
ents by digestion and decomposition. 
This takes time. If the temperature is 
too low for bacteria to work, if mois- 
ture is inadequate or if other factors 
are not favorable, such raw materials 
can easily be washed out of a sandy 
soil before plants can use them. 

A common complaint in sandy soil 
goes something like this, “I keep pour- 
ing on manure every year, but it seems 
to sink out of sight without doing any 
good.”’ Gardeners who make this com- 
plaint do not realize that if they had 
used chemical fertilizers instead, plants 
a brief though fleeting 
This brief feeding 


would derive 
benefit from these. 
would result in better root growth, as 

See next page 
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well as stronger tops. Since roots are 
naturally fibrous, they would tend to 
fill the pore spaces in the sand without 
washing down. 

Chis growth would gradually plug 
the interstices through which organic 
matter is being lost. Over a period of 
two or three years, the roots of grasses 
in a lawn, for example, can build up 
a mat of organic matter four inches 
deep if fed in light doses, four or five 
times during the year. To a lesser de- 
gree, garden plants under the same 
type of feeding will produce a similar 


condition 


Simple Salts 


In contrast to organic or natural 
fertilizers, chemical (inorganic) ferti- 
lizers are usually simple salts which 
directly by the plant. 
with the 


bacteria 


used 
identical 


can be 
These same 
chemicals into which break 
down organic matter. Despite frantic 
claims of organicultists, no chemical 
tests known can distinguish, for exam- 
ple, between ammonia left from the 
the same 


are 


animal feces and 
bag of ammonium 


decay of 
chemical from a 
nitrate. 

Fertilizer salts are “thirsty.” This 
means they will take up water from 
any materials surrounding them. This 
has distinct advantages, as well as dis- 
advantages. For one thing, they go 
into solution quickly. Since plant foods 
can be absorbed only when in solution, 
chemical fertilizers are much more 
quickly available to the plant. 

If the soil contains plenty of organic 
matter, these highly soluble plant foods 
need not be lost down the drainage. 
Bacteria that live in organic matter 
quickly absorb any excess plant food. 
This is merely loaned to them, how- 
ever, since when bacteria die, they 
give up this food, which is then avail- 
able to plant roots which have mean- 
while increased their feeding range. In 
soils low in organic matter, fertilizers 
in solution are lost in a very few days 
if rainfall is heavy. 


The So-called Burning 


Ihe thirsty nature of chemical ferti- 


lizers may introduce another hazard. 
It is one which the organicultists view 
with alarm, but is shared (in 
another form) with the breakdown of 


organic products. If not enough water 


which 


is used to produce a complete solution, 


the chemicals will draw water out of 
plant tissues they touch. This is the 
so-called burning which is used as 


an argument against chemicals. Such 
burning need not take place. In fact, 
it is an indication of unskilled applica- 
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tion. If enough water is used to com- 
pletely dissolve the chemicals, burning 
does not occur. 

I have used applications of chemical 
plant foods on flowers and vegetables 
10 times as strong as recommended by 
the manufacturer. Because these highly 
excessive applications were made with 
plenty of water, no burning occurred, 
and the lush growth that resulted was 
the envy of all neighboring gardeners. 
Even these highly excessive rates of ap- 
plication resulted in increased growth 
that more than offset their cost. 

This is not an argument for heavy 
applications under normal conditions, 
but is cited to show that chemical plant 
foods can be applied safely where ex- 
traordinary growth is wanted. 

Organic (natural) plant foods can- 
not be completely cleared of all blame 
for burn injury to plants. However, the 
injury resulting from overuse of organic 
fertilizers occurs so many weeks after 
their application that the two facts are 
seldom associated. 

Excessive applications in March will 
not produce available excess nitrogen 
until early June when warm soils 
stimulate increased bacterial activity. 
In June, bacteria work so rapidly that 
far more nitrogen is given off than 
plants can use safely. This causes a 
true delayed nitrogen burn, but the 
injury is always blamed on summer 
heat rather than on the organic ferti- 
lizer that caused it. 


Organic Matter, A Sponge 

This should not be construed as an 
argument against organic matter. The 
intelligent gardener soon learns that 
he must have enough organic matter 
in his soil to act as a sponge for mois- 
ture and to absorb excessive dissolved 
nutrients. Too, he knows that bacteria 
thrive on decaying vegetable matter 
and in the humus which comes from 
its breakdown. However, by the time 
organic matter reaches the highly de- 
sirable stage we call humus, there is no 
danger that it will give off excessive 
amounts of nitrogen. 

The wise gardener knows he must 
use the chemical forms of plant food in 
early spring when soils are too cold for 
bacteria to work. He knows, too, that 
such quick-acting fertilizers furnish nu- 
trients at a lower cost for summer feed- 
ing than do commercial forms of or- 
ganic or natural manures. 

Today, most experienced gardeners 
rely on the compost heap to supply 
Where the 
space that can be devoted to compost- 
ing is small, the fertilizers 
normally applied to the garden area 


necessary organic matter. 
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can well be used to speed up the proc- 
esses of organic breakdown. The bac- 
teria are plants, just as are the higher 
plants that will later use these plant 
foods. When fed, they work faster, re- 
sulting in the production of more com- 
post per square foot in a given time. 
Plant food diverted to this use is not 
lost; it is merely loaned to the bacteria 
responsible for breakdown. It comes 
back with interest when the compost 
is applied to the garden. 

Not only do the fertilizer elements 
themselves return to the soil, but they 
are augmented by nitrogen captured 
by the bacteria from other sources. 
Too, certain hormones and vitamins, 
essential to plant growth, are manufac- 
tured by the bacteria and passed on to 
higher plants. 

Home-produced compost plus chem- 
ical fertilizers should give the home 
gardener everything he needs for the 
feeding of plants. If, however, he pre- 
fers to use natural manures, he may 
still have to resort to chemicals to feed 
early crops like peas and lawn grasses. 

If in doubt as to how to proceed, 
remember that any balanced fertilizer, 
if in solution, can do no harm. Most 
cases of fertilizer injury or abnormal 
growth can be traced to the use of a 
single, unbalanced chemical feeding or 
to the application of dry chemicals. 





International Horticulture 


Report of the 13th International Horticul- 
tural Congress, London, 8-15 Septem- 
London. Royal 


ber, 1952 (2 volumes). 
Horticultural Society. $6.50. 


This is a report of the 13th International 
Horticultural Congress which met in Lon- 
don in September 1952. 

Present were representatives, not only 
from the leading European countries, the 
British Commonwealth and the United 
States, but also from Japan, Latin Amer- 
ica, Finland, Malaya, Yugoslavia, the 
U.S.S.R., Zanzibar and other far away 
posts. 

The published papers of the Congress 
will fill more than 1200 pages in the two 
volumes. They are all short, and cover 
specific research projects or well-defined 
topics in English and French, the two of- 
ficial languages. 

The report of the International Com- 
mittee on Horticultural Nomenclature 
and Registration deals with three parts: 
a) The International Code of Nomencla- 
ture for Cultivated Plants; b) The regis- 
tration of names of cultivated varieties; 
c) The promotion of stability in the bo- 
tanical names of cultivated plants. 
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Fairchild ‘Tropical Garden 


OR CENTURIES, the making of gardens 
has been an absorbing avocation of 
men and women aiming to create 

their individual versions of Eden. Each 
succeeding generation continues to develop 
its own concept of gardens, according to 
the desires and aims of the makers. Notable 
today are the great gardens planned for 
public enjoyment. Te attempt to describe 
them all, even in a modest way, would re- 
quire a sizeable volume. One of the many 
visited by thousands at this time of year, 
however, is the Fairchild Tropical Garden 
at Coconut Grove, 12 miles south of 
Miami, Florida. 

A great garden of tropical plants for 
Miami had been the dream of Dr. David 
Fairchild from the time of his first visit 
there in 1897. For more than 20 years, this 
eminent plantsman was in charge of the 
division of Foreign Plant Exploration and 
Introduction of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. His aim as a botanist was to 
find fruits and 
grown in America. In his travels into some 
of the most remote regions of the world he 
collected more than 200,000 species and 


new foods that could be 


varieties of plants. 


Kindred Spirits 

Fortunately, Colonel Robert H. Mont- 
gomery, a neighbor and friend, had the 
same dream. The Colonel was vitally in- 
terested in palms and had established the 
Coconut Grove Palmetum, one of the most 
important private collections of palms in 
the entire Thus, kindred 
spirits planned a botanical garden of rare 
palms, vines, ornamental trees and shrubs 


world. these 


of trepical origin where plant lovers could 
learn to know more about the rich flora of 
the tropical areas of the world. 

William Lyman Phillips, whose experi- 
ence included the design of the City of 
Balboa and the Bok ‘Tower Gardens at 
Mountain Lake, Florida, designed the gar- 
den (covering more than 80 acres) in con- 
sultation with Noel Chamberlin of New 
York. 

The Garden 
outstanding collection of tropical vines in 
the United States. Climbing on a super- 
pergola 560 feet long, they constitute, per- 
haps, next to the palms, the most striking 
feature of this tropical garden, furnishing a 
riot of color, from the brilliant reds of the 
bougainvilleas to the gaudy orange of the 
Mexican flame vine 

There are thousands of orchids in this 


is said to have the most 


garden, one of which was named for Mrs. 
Winston Churchill when she and her hus- 
band made their last trip to Miami. From 
all over the world have come many other 
visitors, Dutch 
American horticulturists, people from the 
from 


too scientists, South 


Indian Ocean and some 
President 


lands of the 
Japanese prison also 
and Mrs. Dwight 


time in Coconut Grove 


camps, 


Eisenhower to spend 


February 1954 


Barbados cherries are among the curious 
plants found there. ‘These flower within a 
matter of weeks after a crop of fruits is 
harvested, and another crop is available 
two months after the first crop has been 
picked. Besides their handsome appearance 
as evergreen ornamental shrubs, two of 
these fruits are sufficient to supply an adult 
with his daily need of vitamin C. 

Another eyecatcher is the pachira tree 
which most people call “the shaving brush 
tree.’ It looks like a hanging collection of 
shaving brushes, the pink “‘bristles” flaring 
from what appears to be a brush “‘handle.” 

The cycads, which resemble man-made 
hybrids between ferns and palms, are 
primitive plants of the world. They flour- 
ished in the Carboniferous Age, 50 te 200 
million years ago. Indeed, it was layers and 
layers of these cycads and other plants 
rotting and burning away under the sun 

all under that made the 
coal we use in our homes and factories to- 
day. Cycads are vanishing plants; only 
about 75 species in nine genera remain, 


pressure 


but specimens of seven of these groups are 
planted here. 

From the great gathering of palms in the 
Garden, it is easy to see that these plants 
are among man’s best friends. Besides be- 
ing spectacularly beautiful with graceful 
fronds, large, showy flowers and fruits or 
nuts, they are a source for materials that 
make starch, sago, oil, rafters and other 
structural timbers, thatched roofs, ropes, 
baskets and mattings not to mention the 
hats and dresses derived from their by- 
products. 

Admission is free and visitors are always 
welcome to this haven of tropical beauty 

ANNE G. WHITAKER 
North Miami, Florida 


European Rose Awards 


The International 
Roses which met at Parc de 
Geneva, Switzerland, last June made the 
following rose awards. Hybrid teas: Gold 
Medal, Mojave; Silver Medal, Bettina; 
Certificate of Merit, Golden Masterpiece, 
Figaro and _ Pastourelle.  Floribundas 
Polyantha (All awards were to unnamed 
seedlings): Gold Medal, Mathias Tantau 
of Germany for a_brick-geranium-pink; 
Silver Medal, Mr. Chabert of France for a 
shrimp-pink; Certificates of Merit, Mr. 
Chabert for a rose-geranium and Herbert 
Swim of California for a pink. Climbers: 
Certificate of Merit, Charles Mallerin of 
France for Danse de Feu. 

The Jury for the International Competi- 
tion of New Roses which met at the Bage- 
telle Rose Garden in Paris made 
awards. Gold Medal, Mojave; First Certifi- 
cate, Unnamed floribunda from Poulsen’s 
of Denmark; Certificate, Pastourelle and 
Bettina; Certificate for Vari- 


Congress of New 
la Grange, 
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you can have 
the most 
beautiful lawn 
in your 
neighborhood 
with 
45 : 
Vertagreen 


Feed energized Vertagreen 
to your lawn and garden 
and you'll see marked new 
beauty in just a few days’ 
time. And the Vertagreen 
beauty treatment lasts for 
weeks, because the nutrients 
in Vertagreen remain in the 
soil for long-lasting feeding. 
Vertagreen is used by leading 
golf courses and top profes- 
sional growers. It is the analy- 
sis recommended by leading 
authorities on lawn care. Give 
your lawn, flowers, vege- 
tables, trees and shrubs 
a Vertagreen beauty 
treatment. 


PACKED IN 5, 10, 25, 50 and 100 


Easy to Apply Vegetables 
Professional Vegetables are 
Vertagreen more nutri- 
care 18 easy thous and 

Just spread larger when 
Vertagreen grown with 
and water Vertagreen 
thoroughly. 


ARMOUR FERTILIZER WORKS 


Prize Flowers 
Flowers grow 
larger, more 
colorful when 
fed with 
Vertagreen 
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FLOWERS 
FROM FAR PLACES 


OUR ILLUSTRATED CATALOG pictures 
them, describes them, gives the how-to-grow 
and where-to-grow. It's interesting, and if you 


sk for it, a copy will come quickly. 


PEARCE SEED CO. 


Dept. B, Mooretown, N. J. 
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Kills Insects 


on house and garden plants 


This powerful spray insecticide kills 
mealy bugs, aphids, white flies, thrip 
and other plant insects. Just press the 
button! A fine spray kills instantly. 
I-BOMB, manufactured by horticul- 
tural experts, is economical for one 
or many plants. It’s recommended for 
African Violets, ivies, and other garden 
and house plants. Won't burn bloom or 
foliage. Harmless to pets and children. 
$1.59 at your dealer . . . or order direct. 


PLANT MARVEL LABORATORIES 
Dept. HO-24, 622 West 119th St. 
Chicago 28, Illinois 


HANG-A-POT FLOWER POT HOLDER 





It's so easy to display potted plants more 
attractively with ie Homo Pot ~=holder. 
Practical for plants indoors or out, Hang-A- 
Pot provides a safe, concealed support for 
flower pots up to 7”. Built to last, the sturdy 
construction reduces pot breakage. Takes only 
seconds to install. Flower pot is easily removed 
for watering. Size, 5¢"’. Only $1.00 for four, 
ppd. No COD's please. Guaranteed to delight. 
RAY SANDERS CO., 220-C Security Bldg., 
Pasadena 1, Calif. 


SNOW PLOW 
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Free Catal Write 
EFSHELMAN, Le 

122, 119 Light St., ‘ 
2. Md. 333 N. Michigan 





Ave., Chicago 1 il 
7070 Hollywood Bivd., 
os Angeles 28, Cal 





House Plants 
From page 76 


With any of these warmth-loving 
plants, it is necessary to estimate how 
low the room temperature will drop 
if the heat is off at night. It may be 
necessary to provide additional heat 
near the plants. Heaters should be 
placed so warm air rises around 
plants, but is not directed at them. 

Episcias require constant moisture 
at the roots, and it is helpful to place 
the pot in a saucer of damp sand. The 
potting medium is leaf mold, peat 
moss, charcoal and sand. Liquid ferti- 
lizer is applied monthly. Plants prefer 
to be grown in shade, and unlike the 
crotons, do not need sunlight to bring 
out the colors. 

The most common kind is E. coc- 


| cinea (also called E. fulgida), which has 


copper foliage, with bright jade-green 
veins. Another common one is E. 
splendens, with silvery leaves edged 
with green. E£. tessellata, an upright va- 
riety, has crinkled foliage. Episcias 
acajou, Chocolate Soldier and Frosty 
are newer varieties. 


Philodendrons in Variety 
Variegated foliage plants make 
good accents in a home, and there are 
a great many from which to choose. 
Perhaps the most interesting one of 
this type is a variegated form of Philo- 
dendron hastatum. It handsome 
plant, with large, beautifully marked 
leaves. Philodendron sodiroi, a small vin- 
ing type, has overtones of grey as a 
variation from the solid green species, 
such as P. cordatum. The yellow and 
types of Pothos (called 
Yellow Moon and Silver Moon) are 
very worthwhile. Pothos should not 
be watered as much as philodendron 


is a 


white aureus 


or it may rot. 

Ihe variegated rubber plant (Ficus 
elastica doescheri) is as attractive and 
hardy as anyone could wish. It grows 
equally well in light or shady locations. 
The dieffenbachias, amenable 
house plants, offer a wide range of 
color patterns, one of the most deco- 
rative being D. hausei. It has chartreuse 
leaves sprinkled with little squares of 
dark green and white. Tradescantia 
reginae and Dichorisandra 
colorful plants of coffee table size. 

If green plants are in order or are 
preferred the 
plants listed above, there are many 


very 


mosaica are 


to more spectacular 
new and different philodendrons that 
are the common 
species and much more interesting. 
a diversion for even the 


just as hardy as 


These offer 


most conservative indoor gardencrs. 
P. lacineatum, for example, has a strik- 
ing modernistic leaf pattern, with 
seven distinct pointed lobes. P. fried- 
richstahli has solid-edged leaves, with 
egg-shaped holes along the midrib 

a variation of the cut-leaf type. Mon- 
stera guttiferyum (sometimes called P. 
gultiferyum) is an interesting small- 
foliage climber. 

The self-heading philodendrons are 
among the most practical of all house 
plants, as they combine the endurance 
qualities of the climbing types with 
a static shape which does not require 
support. P. selloum has large, gorgeous, 
indented leaves, and stands tempera- 
tures almost to freezing. P. wendlandi 
is a good smooth-leaved variety, with 
wide, spatula-like leaves growing from 
a central crown. P. fosterianum, P. bi- 
pinnatifidum, P. mcneillianum are all ex- 
tremely durable and decorative. These 
philodendrons need a thorough water- 
ing once a week, more often if soil 
becomes dry. They grow equally well 
in light or shade. Occasional feedings 
will help maintain the foliage texture. 


Colorful Alocasias 


The alocasias run to metallic color- 
ings gun-metal, steel grey, copper, 
purple — and have veins like silver 
or aluminum. The leaf surfaces are 
cold-looking and very heavy in tex- 
ture. The plants are tremendously ef- 
fective alone or in groups because of 
their colors and unusual leaf patterns. 
Some, such as A. cuprea, have crinkled 
surfaces. Others, like A. sanderiana, 
have deeply indented edges. Some va- 
rieties, if well grown in humid green- 
house conditions, produce leaves three 
feet long! 

Alocasias must be grown in warmth, 
just like the crotons, but they prefer 
shade sun. They best in a 
damp medium, and a good choice is 
sphagnum moss with one inch deep 
of turkey gravel in the bottom of the 
pot. If moss alone is used, it is neces- 
sary to apply plant food once a month, 


to grow 


especially when new leaves are being 
produced. 

Episcias have come into the lime- 
light in the past year. They are en- 
tirely different from the alocasias in 
that they are small plants on short 
stems, have fuzzy texture and glow- 
ing, warm colors. They are grown just 
like African violets. The foliage is 
much more interesting than that of the 
violets, but flowers are not produced 
as profusely. 

There are wonderful jewel-like col- 
ors in the foliage. Opal, amethyst, 
emerald, garnet, jade, moonstone, peri- 
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dot and zircon shades are represented. 
On most varieties, the trumpet-shaped 
blooms are red, but on E. /ilacina and 
its variants the flowers are blue. EF. 
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tessellata is yellow. 
Episcias are small plants, about the 

























size of the saintpaulias, but most varie- 4 
ties are trailing in habit and make i 
. $ (Each color in separate packet) 
runners of small plants that hang ee ; 
: . 1) ¢ ewe Thousands of our 
gracefully over the sides of the con- by bp finest customers 
tainers. Therefore, they are excellent 1 . came to us through 
poet es , es , this carnation offer.” Png” 
for hanging baskets or planters. Epis- 9g semnu = - 
cias must be kept warm, like alocasias @1 - r 7 
pe : oa . oom in your garden like those he 
and crotons. About 55° or 60° 1S as 3 i =o ete yellow, pink, rod eiasnes ; ; 
low as they can endure. The leaves j , — asaiienivanie om 
will discolor at about 55°, especially + Fragrant as perfume—hardy as zinnias— ae 
a a re f , : § bloom all summer. Our carnation offer | HENRY FIELD Seed & Nursery Co. 
if they are touching the cold, clay pot. "5 brings you a whole summer of colorful 6617 Oak St., Shenandoah, iowa g 
aT blooms—a flower that always thrills with | Please send me those carnation pack- 
‘4 its beauty and fragrance. Hardy, grow ets, free. My 3¢ postage is enclosed. i 
_ 1 anywhere, bloom all summer—and you'll | I'd like your new catalog, too. 
5 love the delicate pinks and yellows—the N; is 
. j P bold reds. All yours free—the 3¢ stamp’s sn crea i 
New Plastic just for postage—to win you as another St. or Rt. ‘ 
I good friend for Henry Field’s. Why not 
° send this ad in today? Weare caine cesses | 
for Propagating Ait te OO LEELA DEE 
3 ati ii Cia its ss ae aoe ted ste, f ~ coms a 


No one should underestimate the 
importance of sheet plastics for various 
types of plant propagation. Not since The BEST and EASIEST WAY SEND FOR FREE SAMPLES 
- ee ap gman *y ee pain oo, to Ml Intaais fa PERFECT GARDEN LABELS 
1as such a product rightly earned its A 

ee ee ite ak HOBBY GREENHOUSE! 
place for popularity and efficiency. Shs Tee 
PARATHION 


é 
ee : ; D J 
With a large portion of nurserymen SS 7 

and home gardeners using this ma- A Ss = KA - Oo ~ as - E 
in the 


terial, the results speak for themselves. 

Polyethylene (.002 gauge) has al- Fulex Parathion Fumigator 
ready proved itself almost indispensa- ante mcg ye ai Manage ae ener 
ble in propagation work. I have found, Now used by more than 3,000 greenhouse 
however, through punctilious observ- | tne 
ances of preliminary experiments, RK Freetiverature, prices write Dept. H 
plastic Vinylite FULLER SYSTEM, INC. + WOBURN, MASS. 





Lead pencil markings 
permanent 

Really reliable. Millions 
in satisfactory use. Beau- 
tiftul gray-green color 
blends with garden picture. 

Five Styles: for Border, 
Rock Garden, Show Gar 
den also Tie-on and Pot 
Labels 


HOWARD HAMMITT 
13 Lewis St., Hartford 3, Conn. 
DEALERS PLEASE INQUIRE 





OF ps! 





















that the untested 
(.008 gauge) is capable of surpassing 
the lighter plastic when it comes to 
plant propagation under the new tent 
method. 


There were two well-defined results FLOWERFIELD recommends 
favoring Vinylite. Soft-wood and half- S 
ripened stem cuttings of Pyracantha 
crenulata rooted more rapidly under om ; 
this plastic and produced o heavier The keen interest in these compact gladiolus has 
saan oe 5 an . developed because they are of a more flexible size for 
root system. These cuttings were smaller arrangements and are perfect compliments for 
dining table settings. Individual florets are about 11/2 
. as rooted. Evidently the greater to 21% inches across, closer set on spikes 2 to 3 feet 
ee ee eee are im: - tall. The corms are of similar size and culture is the 
thickness of Vinylite causes a more same as the larger sorts. Plantings every 10 days will 
produce continuous bloom. Below are selected the 
ti in temperature within the tent show favorites of the new smaller varieties, available 
“spe ete oe went in limited quantities: 
Furthermore, the semi-transparency 
withholds the excessive sunlight which 
causes rapid transpiration. These con- 
ditions undoubtedly explain why cut- 
tings root faster under the heavier 





rooted in pure sand and potted as 


saturated atmosphere and less fluctua- 


FLOWERFIELD MINIATURE GLAD COLLECTION 


10 Each of BO ‘PEEP, peach; STARLET, pure white; 
and YELLOWBIRD, clear yellow. 






30 sucess $4.50 (check or M.0., no C.0.D.) pe peel agery — 
(Cultural directions, plus postage ec Pp P ’ 
costs, sent at time of shipment) cream and buff — cute 
and charming. 
will last many seasons. | 


TEN for $1.50 
=: Hl owerfield 


SPRING CATALOG 
Propagator, Arnold Arboretum | FLOWERFIELD BULB FARM + DEPT. H, BOX 90 + OYSTER BAY, L. I., N. Y. 


plastic. 

In addition, this tough, cloudy 
plastic is far better adapted to outside | 
use and one can reasonably hope that, 
due to its superior construction, it 








of prime quality bulbs 
and plants 25¢c. 
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Tne hardy American Holly (lex 
Opaca) grows almost everywhere 
Its green leaves and red berries add 
@ brove, gay touch to your garden 
through the winter 

SPECIAL OFFER: 
4 females (red berries) 


2 males (for pollen) 
(from 3 in. pots) 


6 for 7.50 Postpaid 
KELSEY NURSERY SERVICE 


Dept. H-6 Highlands, N. J. 


New SUB-ZERO 
Evergreen lvy 


Special Strain Stands 
20° Below ZERO 


Enjoy the glossy. evergreen leaves ) 
of this English Ivy all winter on house- 
walls, chimneys, garden walls. Also beau- 
tiful ground cover. Strong potted plants now 
first time at popular prices 
3 for $2.50; 6 for $ 4.50 

12 for $8.50; 25 for $15.00 
(12 Ivies will cover average house ) Supply still 
limited, so order today or send for Free Catalog 
and Planting Guide describing other evergreen 
Ivies, Myrtle, Wintercreepver, Pachysandra, ete 








Thorndale Farm, vepr. B-6, Woodstock, Illinois 
RARE 


~ a 

~ y 

> 

Glorify your garden with the 
most gorgeous hardy daisies grown 

pink shastas, bive fringed dois 
es, Robinson's giont pointed dois 
es, double fringed shastos, ond 
May shostos. All included in our 
newer and finer 1954 catalog 
Roses, Mums, Bulbs, Evergreens 
Fruit, etc. Our 105th year. 


FREE CATALOG 


Send for your copy today 


SPRING HILL NURSERIES, 
Dept. N-38, Tipp City, Ohio 













guaranteed 
to grow 





FREE U0 foe copy wt 
Wm. Tricker, Inc. 


4203 Brookside Avenue, Saddle River, N. J 
4228 Rainbow Terrace, independence, Ohio 


a 


(Canada 15 cents.) 





DWARF 
FRUIT TREES 


APPLES: Cortland, Double 
Red Delicious, Red Melatosh, 
Yellow Delicious 




















PEARS: Bartlett, Clapp's 

Favorite, Duchess, Seckel. 

Produce lots of full size, top 2 yr. 3-4 tt. 
quality fruit in small space TREES 
Bear second year after plant- 

ing. Our trees are budded on $325 
imported ae root stock 

for extra vig each postpaid 

3 tor $g°° 

Fre 0. Ca talog postpaid 





KELLY BROS. NURSERIES, INC. 
61 MAPLE STREET, DANSVILLE, WN. Y. 
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Gladiolus From page 55 


Varieties that can 
for $.10 per large bulb: 
flowered varieties (43 


be purchased 


Large ; inches 
inches) (* Indicates a miniature 
inch to 3!4 inches) 


lo 

wariety, 1 

‘White — Snow Princess, Florence Night- 
ingale, Starlet*. 

Cream — Leading Lady, Corona, Celes- 
tina*. 

Yellow (light) — Aureole, Nugget. 


Yellow (deep) — Spotlight, Meg, Little 
Gold*. 

Buff — Patrol, Mazda. 

Orange — Betty Duncan, Daisy Mae, 
Flicker*. 

Salmon (light) — Montpelier, Picardy, 


Nadia‘. 

Salmon (deep) — King Alfred, Cordova. 
Scarlet — Dieppe, Carnival, Atom*. 
Pink (light) — Evangeline, Lipstick, Bo- 

Peep*. 

Pink (deep) — Spic and Span, Friendship, 

Dolores*. 

Red (light) — Regal 

Kewpie*. 

Red (dark) — Red Charm, Mighty Mon- 
arch, Ruby*. 

Red (black) — Black 
Opal, Black Jack*. 
Rose (light) — Jolly Roger, Trail’s End, 

Little Pal*. 

Rose (deep) — Burma, Boulogne. 

Lavender — Elizabeth The Queen, Par- 
thiena, Fairy*. 

Purple — Lancaster, Sherwood, Taurus*. 

Violet (light) — Ravel, Max Reger, Blue 

Lily* 

Violet (deep) — Abu Hassan, Oberbayern. 

Smoky shades — Flying Fortress, Okla- 
homa. 

Copper-brown — Buckeye Bronze, Dusty 

Miller, Brown Orchid*. 

New  varicties, 
$.25 to $2.00 per bulb, and represent- 
ing the very introductions of 
gladiolus. These varieties of the future 
will some day be a part of your garden. 
(* Indicates miniature varieties. ) 


Red, Birch Red, 


Phantom, Black 


those costing from 


best 





White Snow Clad, Sierra Snow, Polar 
Cub*. 

Cream — Columbia, Queen Anne, Lu- 
cille*. 

Yellow — Prospector, Golden Boy. 


Yellow (deep) — Catherine Beath, Yellow 
Bird*. 

Buff — A. B. Coutts. 

Orange — Regina, Glamorous. 

Salmon (light) — King Size. 

Salmon (deep) — Boldface. 

Scarlet — Red Tape, Leah Gorham, Zig- 
Zag*. 

Pink (light) — Floribunda, 
mony. 

Pink (dark) — Jessie Mae. 

Red (light) — Royal Stewart, Mid-Amer- 
ica. 

Red (dark) — Harrisburger. 

Black Red — Dark David, Fifth Ave*. 

Rose (light) — Edgewood, Traveler. 

Rose (dark) — Rosario, Pirate Chief. 

Lavender — Falcon, Heirloom, Pint Size*. 

Purple — King David, Wonder Boy. 

Violet (light) — Salman’s Sensation. 

Violet (deep) — Pfitzer’s Sensation. 

Smoky shades — Cherokee, Tanglo, South- 
ern Belle. 


Pink Har- 





BETTER THAN FERTILIZER! 


CTIVO is amazingly useful for energizing, conditioning, 
BUILDING and BALANCING soils (which no chemical 
fertilizer can do!) whether you use it direct in soils, mulches, 
hot beds, etc.. or for making better compost quicker the odor 
less way, even from garbage, sawdust or soot ANY 
MONTH OF THE YEAR! Complete details free. .. . In stores, 
== $1 to $29.95. SPECIAL, by mail 1350-1700 tb. size $2.79. 
POSTPAID. 


Your local dealer or 
BRECK’S 
401 Summer St, Boston, Mass. 


COMPOST 
50c A TON 


EASILY MADE FROM WASTE MATERIAL 

Burkleigh Compost Activator is entirely natural 
organic. Makes sweet, earthy compost from leaves, grass 
clippings, garden waste, hay, straw, sawdust, manures if 
available. A littledoes much. Keeps full strength until used 

Send only $1. for enouzh to activate up to two tons, 
plus complete instructions including "SECRETS OF SAW- 








DusT"’ — — lal 32-page booklet, "GARDENING IN 
GOD’'s Ww 

ORDE ~¥ BY MAIL TODAY. We pay delivery 
BURKLEIGH CO., Dept. AN, Towson, Md. 


ROTARY 
TILLER 















“ONLY Turns virgin ground into a 
garden bed in one operation 
$99.95 Replaces plowing, discing, and 
— ating Pai ry n can op 
erate it Iso 1 to H.P. POWER 
MOWERS: & RIDING TRAC TORS 


‘VI19 Light St., d. 
t 333 N. —— ‘Ave., ‘Chicago 1, ti. 
7070 D Holireced wd., Los Angeles 28, Cal. 





EXCLUSIVE — CUT FLOWER PANSIES 
Most perfectly colored mixture com 
bined with gigantic size. Excellent 
for border displays and sunny gar 
dens 

2 oz. $1.50 ppd ‘we oz. $2.50 ppd 
Send 25c in coin for our complete 

color catalog 


PITZONKA’S PANSY FARM and NURSERY 
Box 324, Bristol, Pa 


ORNAMENTAL TREES and SHRUBS 
FRUIT TREES and ROSES for every loca- 
tion in your garden — described and 
illustrated in our 32-page color catalog 
for modern gardeners. Send for a copy 
today before you buy. 


GO. vert. H RTE. 1 
HILLSBORO, OREGON 














SOLUBLE PLANT FOOD <comrcere 


Simply pea ne ond woter all your house 
plonts, gorden flowers, vegetables, shrubs 

ond lawn. Feeds instantly if deoler con't 
supply send 

HYDROPONIC CHEM. CO., Copley, Ohio, U.S.A 





Seeds for New England 


We are nationally known for our Wildflowers, but 
it is a Fact that we have a very good selection of 
vegetable seeds for our Northern climate. We also 
carry only the best Hardy Shrubs, Trees, Perenni 
als, Berry Plants and Fruit Trees. Write at once for 
our complete New Garden Book 

“Grown in Vermont, It's Hardy" 


222-H, Putney, Vt 


NTS 
GALORE for ’54 


Newest and Best in Roses, 
Shrubs, Evergreens, Peren- 
nials, Fruits and Ornamentals. 
Al! shown and described in this 
HELPFUL BOOK. Write for 
your FREE copy today. 


CE. KRIDER NURSERIES 


MIDDLEBURY. INDIANA 


Inc., 


Putney Nursery, 


NEW PL 
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HORTICULTURE 





CLASSIFIEDS Das ___ RHODODENDRON SPHAGNUM MOSS 
RHODODENDRON (carelinianum); Kalmia (Mt. Laurel SPHAGNUM MOSS, especially prepared and milled. Unex- 
Rate 20 cents a word, minimum $41.00, cash with order, Native azaleas; Hemlock (Tsuga) Leucotheae. Heavily rooted celled for seed germination. Six quart bag, $1.35 postpaid 
Closing date first of month preceding date of issue. = ane a jo —— 5 ee EN. Information included. THOMAS GARLAND, Pen Argyl, Pa 
DS A D4 4 it} Pine epal Sty 6 
Horticulture, 300 Massachusetts Ave., Boston, Mass. HOUSE. Tallulah Falls Ae prepa STRAWBERRY PLANTS 
ACHIMENES SEEDS DON’T BUY PRICE! Buy quality State Inspected Vigorous 
ACHIMINES. Blue, White, Pink, Red, $1.00 doz. Have six TREES AND SHRUBS. Raise your own from seed for shade, — pete, Sane ag Free catalog. FRANK 
named varieties, two each $1.00. Also have Agapanthus, Blue windbreak, snow fence, ornament, erosion control, ete. For LIN ROBERT: ox A, Boxford, Mass 
Lily of the Nile bulbs, $1.50 each. ROBERT CAMPBELI free planting guide — price list, write WOODLOT SEED TREES 
Campbell Avenue, Jacksonville, Fla COMPANY, Norway 43, Michigan 39 MILLION TREES A YEAR Ga best val ys 
q . (vet best values direc om 
AFRICAN VIOLETS —, a pager od — Rance Nigger one of America’s largest growers. Evergreens, shade and nut 
LEAFCUTTINGS. Select exciting new varieties. Exclusive mately 900 ceole 31.00. Tt IBE'S, Nineara-on-the-Leke 26, trees, shrubs, ornamentals, fruits, berries. Write today for 
introduction — our exotic ALBINO GIRLS. Send stamp for y wrsan Sy ’ ose — “ — illustrated catalog 7 ~— +-- ag 7 specials 
catalog. NAOMI'S, Dept. H., Brockport, N. Y - . = MUSSER FORESTS, Inc., Box 8-BC, Indiana, Pa 
VIOLET SEED KIT. $1.00 postpaid. Complete wick-fed pot, NATIVE WILDFLOWER SEED. Tr. tit of ne horrvtetan 
with culture. Many rarities. D. BURNS, Box 85, Barrington WILD FLOWERS 
plastie cover, *‘no damp-off" milled sphagnum. Detailed cul- NJ 
tural directions, plus seed. ROBERT POULSON, 184-15, : WILD FLOWERS, FERNS. Special collection of most popu- 
Cambridge Road, Jamaica 32, New York. SOIL ANALYSIS lar varieties, 3 each; Virginia Bluebells, Hepatica, Wild 
AFRICAN VIOLETS and most HOUSE PLANTS thrive when STOP GUESSWORK ABOUT YOUR GARDEN! Reliable Geranium, Red Trillium, Wild Columbine, Bloodroot; 6 kinds 
treated with VIMIX PLANTONIC 10,000 units of PENICIL- laboratory analysis, complete recommendations for lime. 18 plants, plus a nice gift oe bo ri, Vi — $7 “ for 
LIN h ounce. Wh sed as directed it is quickly as- fertilizers, humus, trace elements, $5.00. For full information only £4.95 postpaid. Please ask for our free Catalogue, listing 
similated by the plant's path wen cuten, oie hesithy and soil sampling directions, EDWIN HARRINGTON many wild flowers and ferns. WAKE ROBIN FARM, R.D 
plants with an abundance of flowers. Prepaid. $1 for 5 oz 


Agricultural Chemist, Carversville, Pennsylvania. Home, Pennsylvania. 
box, $3 for 4 boxes, $5 for 7 boxes. Send money to VIMIX 


CHEMICALS, Lewes, Del 
BEGONIAS rma 


BEGONIA TUBERS. Famous Antonelli strain. Six top size 


tubers, all different, $2.00. Also Gladiolus and Dahlias, Catalog 


Free. SWAYNE'S GARDENS, P. O. Box 109-H, Puyallup, ¥ - 7 > 
Snes Keep Your Copies o f 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
$15.00 THOUSAND. Possible-highest prices compiling mail- 


ing lists and addressing from them; longhand, typewriter 


Particulars free. ELLA TORREY, Rowley, Mass 
CHRYSANTHEMUMS 
HARDY CHRYSANTHEMUMS. send for catalog listing 


new and popular kinds, Perennials for your home, House 
Plants in variety. TERRACE VIEW GARDENS, Dept. 2 


Greencastle, Indiana . ° a! 
DAYLILIES for Quick an d Easy Reference 


DAYLILIES. All of and only Dr. Stout's Hybrids. New colors 
New sizes. New seasons. Send 10¢ for our illustrated catalog 
telling Why, When, How, Which and Where to plant. FARR 
NURSERY CO., Box 4, Womelsdorf, Pa 
DELPHINIUMS 
DELPHINIUMS. Pudor's strain. Pkt. Blue shades, $1.00; 
Whites, $1.00. Other perennials, annuals. Free Catalog 
SWAYNE’S GARDENS, P. O. Box 109-H, Puyallup, Wash- 
ington 
DELPHINIUM SEED. New Double Aristocrat Hybrids. 
New Colors. $2.00 per pkt. EDWARD BITTERS, West 
Street, Duxbury, Mass 
FARM SEEDS AND NURSERY STOCK 
AMERICA’S MOST INTERESTING Seed and Nursery 
Newspaper Catalog. Packed with stories, information, helpful 
hints. Free copy. TOBE’S, Niagara-on-the-Lake 16, Canada 
: FRUITS 
ORANGES, GRAPEFRUIT, loaded with juice, uncolored, 
completely ripened, 100% natural, $2.50 bushel (5 bushels 
$10). FOB groves, RIOLEMORT, Denver, Florida 
GLADIOLUS 
GLADIOLUS. Rainbow Mixture 25 No. | bulbs $1.25, 100 


$4.75. Price list. Named varieties on request. WILLIAM ¢: t —— . — ran ie 
HOWE, 215 South Ave., Weston, Mass . HORTICULTURE’ 


100 BLOOMING SIZE GLADIOLUS BULBS. In about 50 attractively lettered in gold ‘ ¥ 

gorgeous colors; $2.50, 200 bulbs $4.50 postpaid. Free catalog 

featuring many outstanding varieties. TAYLOR GARDENS, ¥ 

Ware, Mass In a handsome, green. custom-style d binder made of heavy drill weight rf 
HOLLY imitation leather, 12!5” x 9”; it has a stiff board backing, square 

HOLLY. 7 he let and list. EARLE DILATUSH, Rob- corners, and multiple A iM with wires for each of the 12 issues. : 


binsville, » . > = 
LILACS Postpaid $2.50 
cen age Rigger Die gle neers = yr 3 V Keeps a year’s subscription intact / Makes it easy to refer to 


Exceptionally sturdy own-root stock. Specimens, special col- ke . 
lections. Free catalog. UPTON NURSERY, Dept. D, 4838 back numbers Becomes a permanent record for your library 


Spo! », Detroit 4, Michigz 

pans, Beet Serer V Withstands « ‘omple te washing V/ Provides easy and convenient 
se of yo vorite garden magazine 

GROW MUSHROOMS. Cellar, Shed, Spare, full time, year use of — fa te gar i — 


r i. We pay $3.50 Ib. We paid Babbit $4,165.00 fe 
Weeks, Free Book, WASHINGTON MUSHROOM IND~ \ vear’s subscription to Horticutture and a multiple binder make an 


Dept. 114, 2954 Admiral Way, Seattle, Wash excellent Gift for only 85.50 

POSITIONS WANTED 
GARDENER. Working head, married, childless, European SSSSSS SSSR TRC eee eee eee eee ee! 
American training, greenhouses, outside work, with education, 
to handle all details of a responsible position on private estate 
Please state full particulars. Reply to Box 104, HORTI- — omet ‘ . . P ~ 
CULTURE HORTICULTURE BINDER, 300 Massachusetts Ave., Boston 15, Mass. 
GARDENER. Working head, private estate or park anywhere 
in South. Experienced, gardens, greenhouses etc. Middle aged 
married 10 years, last position in Georgia. STUART MILES, 
General Delivery, West Point, Virginia } Please send me a binder. $2.50 enclosed. 


Check here 


PRIMROSES Please send me a binder and enter my subscription to HorticutTuRe, $5.50 enclosed. 
FRESH AS A SPRING MORNING and the Primroses it 


presents — Barnhaven's new book-catalog picturing their 
famous, big, silver-dollar Primroses, current introductions and 
other hardy, easily grown Primroses for the shadier parts of 
your garden. This entirely different catalog (free) offers in- 
formation, pleasant reading, superbly grown plants, trans- 
plants and easily germinated, hand-polinated seed. BARN- 
HAVEN, Gresham, Oregon. 


PRIZE AWARDS 
PRIZE AWARDS for Flower Shows. Write for prices to 


THE HORNER PRESS, P.O. Box 85-H, Rutledge, Del. Co 
Pennsylvania MSDS MES YEE PE PEE YE YE YES YES YRS YE VIE USES YES YK LIE LEE YEE PEE YE YI YEE YEE YEE VERE PEE 


STREET 


ciry STATE 
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MICHIGAN-~~~~ 
HORTICULTURAL 
~~~~>~>~SOCIETY 


4 ¢? 
c oming Cvenls: 


1954 SpRine Flower Suow Saturday, 
March 27, through Sunday, April 4, at the 
State Fair Grounds, Eight Mile and Wood- 


ward, Detroit 


Featured at the Flower Show, by the Hortt- 
with the cooperation of the 
Mircwiean Stare Cor- 


CULTURAL SOCIPTY, 
Es TENSION Service, 


A Plant Doctor Clinic 


Micnican Srare 
for Gardeners 


specialists from 
EXTENSION SERVICE, 


staffed by 
CoLuner 

and con- 
Bring 


with free advice 


attending the Show. 


and home owners, 
sultation to those 


your problems to the Specialists, 


anp Luncuton of the 


May 15. 


Annuat Meerine 


Society, Saturday 


Memeersuip tn THe Society, with privilege of 


using the Garden Library of Michigan, Hortt- 

cutrure Macazine for one year, free Flower 

Show Tickets and other services 

Annuat Individual $3.00 
Dies Dual, (man and wife 5.00 

Please call the office of the Secretary, LOrain 

8.2223 or write, address belou } 
THE WHITE HOUSE, BELLE ISLE 


Detroit 7, Michigan 








MRS. ROBERT BARTON’S 
GARDEN SHOP !5A.boveLy 
75 Granite Street—Of Route 140 
FOXBORO, MASSACHUSETTS 


Unusual containers in alabaster and old metals. 
Lead and Stone garden accessories. Write for 
catalog Tel. Foxboro 498 





THE MASSACHUSETTS 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 


announces 


The 125th Anniversary 


NEW ENGLAND 
SPRING 
FLOWER SHOW 


Mechanics Building, Boston 


MARCH 14-20 


“Gardens Old and New”’ is the ap- 
propriate theme of this year’s Show. 
Fashions in flowers and gardens 
popular a century and a quarter ago 
will be recreated together with many 
inspiring contemporary gardens to 
provide new ideas for home gardeners. 


Sunday—1 P.M to 10 P.M. 
Daily—10 A.M. to 10 P.M. 
Admissions 
FREE TO MEMBERS (One) 
PATRONS $1.50 
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\COMING EVENTS 


Mexico City, 


7-16 
Texas Garden Clubs, 


to 
Inc. 
D. C. Meeting, Na- 
tional Arborist Assoc., Statler Hotel. 
Feb. 11. Boston. Lecture: “Plants, Vitamins 
and Man,” by Dr. William J. Robbins, 


Feb. 


Pilgrimage 


Feb. 8-9. Washington, 


Mass. Horticultural Soc., Horticultural 
Hall, 8:00 p.m 

Feb. 15-17. Richmond, Va. Flower Show 
School, Course V, Virginia Federation 


of Garden Clubs, Hotel John Marshall. 


Feb. 17. New York, N. Y. February Indoor 
Crop Show, Horticultural Soc. of New 
York, 157 West 58th St. 

Feb. 17-19. Chicago. Meeting, Midwestern 
Chapter of National Shade Tree Con- 
ference, LaSalle Hotel 

Feb. 24-26. Indianapolis, Ind. 60th Annual 


Exhibition, American 
Hotel Claypool. 

“Wild Flowers of 
Broad- 
Horti- 


Meeting and 
Carnation Soc., 

Feb. 25. Boston. Lecture: 
Paradise Valley,’ by 
head, Mass. Horticultural Soc., 
cultural Hall, 8:00 p.m 

Feb. 26-Mar. 1. Miami, Fla. International 
Orchid Show, So. Florida Orchid Soc., 


Bayfront Park Auditorium. 


Eleanor 


Feb. 27—Mar. 31. Natchez, Miss. Natchez 
Pilgrimage. Write: Pilgrimage Head- 
Elks Club, Natchez. 


quarters, 
Mar. 1. Boston. Open meeting, Men’s Gar- 
den Club of Boston, Horticultural Hall. 


Mar. 23, 24, WO. New Brunswick, N. 7. 
Course V, New Jersey Flower Show 
School, First Baptist Church, 226 Liv- 


, New Brunswick, N. J. 

Var. 25-30. Annapolis, Md. Historic An- 
napolis Week. Write: Historic Annapo- | 
lis, 64 State Circle, Annapolis, Md. 

Vay 12-19. Tour of Scottish Gardens. Write: 
National Trust of Scotland, 5 Charlotte 
Sq., Edinburgh 2, Scotland. 


ingston Ave 





SPRING 
FLOWER SHOWS 


Washington, D.C. March 4-7 


Springfield, Mass. . 4-9 
Cleveland, Ohio i 6-14 
New York, N. Y. ad 7-13 
Worcester, Mass. as 11-14 
Houston, Tex. - 12-15 
Hollywood Park, Calif. 

ws 13-21 
Boston, Mass. ie 14-20 
Hartford, Conn. 1 14-20 


Detroit, Mich. March 27-April 4 


Pittsburgh, Pa. “ 28- “ 25 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

“ om“ 3 
Pasadena, Calif. April 3-10 


Oakland, Calif. April 30-May 7 











BUY U. S. BONDS 


| 
' 





FREE CATALOG 
NOW READY 


Generous discount allowed on all early 
orders. Send for your copy today! 

56 pages — 50 color pictures, over 70 
black and white illustrations, with full 
accurate descriptions. It pronounces all 
names. 

One of America’s finest collections of 
PERENNIALS, ROCK PLANTS, IRIS, 
CHRYSANTHEMUMS, ORIENTAL 
POPPIES, DAYLILIES, PRIMROSES, 
ENGLISH ASTERS, FLOWERING 
SHRUBS, HARDY VINES. 


PINK SNOWBALL 


VevaNuM BURK- 

wo I— Beautiful 

new , 4 ering shrub 

with intense carnation 

fragrance. Strong grower. 

Evergreen foliage. 

3 for $2.75; 6 for &. 00 

12 for $9. 50 ppd. 


LAMB NURSERIES 


E. 101 Sharp Box H-24 : Spokane, Wash. 


New interlaken SEEDLESS. Better than 
California. Deliciously fine flavored. En- 
ey seedless. Very early. Ripens Aug. 15. 

Y. Experiment Station origin. Full de- 
celle i in MILLER'’s free catalog. Also other 
new grape varieties. 


DWARF FRUIT TREES 


Ideal for home gardens, full size fruit in 
little space, ar 2nd or 3rd year. Also 
new grapes, nut trees, berries, small 
fruits. Guaranteed stock. 


WUT TREES & 


New Hardy English wainut. Carpathian 
strain. Rapid grower, bears early, very 
productive, beautiful shade tree. Also 
Chinese chestnut. 


All stock guaranteed 
CATALOG FREE 


J. E. MILLER NURSERIES 
571 West Lake Rd. ___ Canandaigua, N. Y. 
WORLD'S FIN EST TROW EL 
--- GARDENER’S BEST PAL 









Gg Be 












The first major trowel improvement in years! A 
lifetime, rust-proof No-Blist’r Trowel with a 
eurved handle and “velvet” rubberized grip de- 
signed to fit the hand, be kind to the palm. 
Scientifically-engineered handle angle and smooth 
No-Blist’r grip make gardening more efficient; 
eannot cause blisters. Lightweight, single-unit 
blade and handle molded from aluminum. Just 
$1.25 ppd. No COD’s, please. Guaranteed to give 
ease and comfort. Ray Sanpers Co., 220-F 
Security Building, Pasadena I, Cc alifornia, 


GROW IDS & 
(o) <4 Vem le).) 3 


< most thrilling hobby — profitable home 
ve cAR “ROUND Single “Orchid plant may. multiply into many— nanas as 
ANY CLIMATE valuable as the first. ful 

nO EQUIPMENT ~w4 oq ee Cc mitleva, Cc — ~~: Epiden- 


drum iving-room table. Big-pro fit orders come 
from nds, neighbors, ¢ florists, etc. — also Illustrated 
secrets of the experts in simple “show-how”™ language - 
size plants sent 5 need to start - for 
or profit. FREE - full conte - , SEND MONEY. Write today. 

RLAND, Dept. 412, 4622 Wilshire, Los Angeles 5, Calif. 











HORTICULTURE 





BROWNELL 
Sub-Zero 


HYBRID TEAS 


A new race of roses by the Brownells from hardier Species 
that can bloom all summer producing large, beautiful and 
fragrant flowers. Developed for sturdiness, disease resist- 
ance and vigor, they will bloom more freely, even after 
Sub-Zero winters. A real Garden Investment. 


CURLY PINK 


Many large two-toned pink blossoms of over 50 gracefully 
recurled petals. Matchless in the combination of size, form of 
bloom, beauty of cluster, bloom quantity, foliage and hardiness. 
Often forms a beautiful bouquet on a single stem 2’ long. 


RED DUCHESS 

It took thirty years of hybridizing before this magnificent rose 
was developed. Its magnificent shade of red cannot be satis- 
factorily described in a few words. While Brownell Roses are 
pleasingly fragrant, the magic of sunshine on these petals 
issues a new perfume of spicy sweetness and charm which 
will make this a rose to remember. Free from blackspot and 
it is Sub-Zero. 


ORANGE RUFFELS 
A gorgeous new color of orange never before found in Rosa. 
It is luminous like glowing sunshine in the rain and suggests 


a pot of gold at the end of the rainbow. Its 50 petals grace- 

fully warped, curled, frilled and ruffled, form a large full 

blossom, mostly on single stems and constantly in bloom. Free 

from blackspot and it is Sub-Zero. ee 


Descriptive 





Brownell 


- 
| TREE ROSES 

i R 

| Will stand 15 below zero. Order by color. First and vier So 
second choice. 





$7.50 each, express collect 





BROWNELL PILLAR ROSES 


A limited supply of everblooming Pillars is available 
for Spring delivery. Order by color. Red - White - 
Yellow - Pink. 


3 FOR $10.00 6 FOR $20.00 














W. DEXTER BROWNELL II 


Brightridge Greenhouses 


East Providence, Rhode Island tounell 
GRIGIN 


Curly Pink . . . Red Duchess . . . Orange Ruffels .. . 
3 FOR $5.00 12 FOR $18.00 





>I EV MA Crore LMS 


iRSaT. StREE FV 


MICHIGAN 




















